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KIMBOLTON & STONELY PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES of the Council meeting held at 7 p.m. on Thursday 19 January 2012 at The Fire Station, Thrapston Rd, Kimbolton.

PRESENT: Councillors Mrs R Lloyd (in the Chair); R Gooderham; K Hutchinson; Mrs D Hellett; G Gorham; Mrs J Stainer and P Seabrook.

IN ATTENDANCE: County Councillor P Downes; District Councillor J Gray; Darryl McMurray of the County Youth Service and C L Thatcher, Clerk to the Council.

1/12  APOLOGIES were received from Councillors D Poole; Mrs S Hawkes; Mrs E Milne and L Farrer.

2/12  KIMBOLTON YOUTH CLUB

Mr McMurray gave an overview of the Youth Club, including the recent problems with some youths.   He said that the present Youth Leaders were doing a good job and were working hard to increase numbers.

The Chairman expressed her concern that the Parish Council was not being kept informed of the activities at the Club, the meeting dates, how many youngsters attend or, indeed, any information whatsoever relating to the Club.

Councillor Downes pointed out to Mr McMurray that the Parish Council was funding the Club and the Youth Leaders should therefore treat this Council as their employer and report back accordingly.  He suggested that a short report should be provided following each meeting.

It was suggested that the Youth Club should remain open during school holidays, but Mr McMurray said that they did not have the capacity to do that, but they would undertake holiday schemes.

The Chairman thanked Mr McMurray for his attendance.

3/12  MINUTES of the Council meeting of 15 December 2011 were read, approved and signed as a true record of that meeting.

4/12  COUNTY COUNCILLOR

Councillor Downes announced that it is the intention to upgrade broadband at the Kimbolton exchange.

He said that the County Council wishes to change the way in which subsidies are given to rural transport.  They propose withdrawing the traditional bus subsidies where no-one uses the scheduled buses.  They are looking at community transport instead, where health providers, school providers and those providing community transport come together.  There has, however, been negative feedback. 
A meeting is to be held at Grafham on 31 January to explore transport needs in rural areas and to determine the unmet need for transport.

The Chairman said that she would try to attend.

The County Council’s budget meeting is next week where they will learn the proposals and the implications on the requirement and service provision.

The proposed 25% increase in pay for councillors has been stopped for the time being.

Councillor Seabrook commented that the gritting of rural roads had been requested at the Neighbourhood Meetings, but this had now gone down as a progress report and, he felt, sidelined.

5/12  MATTERS ARISING

a)  Policing.   The Clerk read the report supplied by PCSO Corn.

b) Cemetery Extension.  Nothing further to report on this.

c) Car Parking.  An e mail has now been received from Paul Bland of HDC and he has offered to attend a meeting.  The Clerk will attempt to arrange a date.

Councillor Hutchinson referred to inconsiderate parking on the High Street in the area of the old Vicarage.  The Clerk will draw this to the attention of the police.

d) Cemetery Worker vacancy.  It was agreed that a contractor, rather than an employee, be appointed to this role, subject to satisfactory insurance cover.

e) Skate Park.   Nothing further to report.

f) Gate into Halls Meadow.   The Clerk will write to the householder.

g) Footpaths.  The Clerk reported that Mr John Cooper, the Footpaths Officer will attend our meeting on 29 March.

h) Youth Club.  Members had heard the remarks made by Mr McMurray and decided that they would defer consideration of the matter of continuing the funding until the next meeting, by which time it is hoped that reports on the Club will have been received and will assist in making a decision. 
6/12   PLANNING MATTERS

a) The following applications were considered:

1102128  Units 4 and 5, Cromwell Court, High St – change of use from A1 retail to A3 restaurants and cafes.

It was proposed by Councillor Seabrook, seconded by Councillor Mrs Hellett and agreed to recommend refusal.  Insufficient information on extraction/ventilation; waste storage and disposal and toilets.

Councillor Hutchinson and one other abstained.

1102137  21 Ashfield – replacement of fencing and erection of new fencing.

It was proposed by Councillor Hutchinson, seconded by Councillor Gooderham and agreed to recommend refusal. Out of character with surrounding properties on this largely open-plan estate. Unduly prominent.  Gate opens outwards across footpath.  
1102145   Landins, 21 High St – installation of air source heat pump.
It was proposed by Councillor Mrs Hellett seconded by Councillor Gooderham and agreed to recommend approval.

The Clerk reported that HDC had approved the application in respect of the extensions to 9 Thrapston Rd.

b) The Clerk has been informed that HDC’s officers will chase the reinstatement of the Serpentine walk at Stonely Cottage, though it seems that no time condition had been placed upon the completion of it.

c) Bicton Windfarm Inquiry.    Due to be resumed on 23 January.

7/12  REPORTS.    None, but Councillor Seabrook read the correspondence from the Mandeville Hall Committee regarding the proposal to establish an Internet Café.

8/12  QUEEN’S DIAMOND JUBILEE  

The Clerk reported that the County Council will not charge for a Traffic order in respect of this event, should we require a road closure on 4 June, but Councillor Gooderham said that traffic lights would cost several hundred pounds.

It was thought that assistance from other organisations would be necessary and the Chairman said that she would ask for this to be included on the agenda of the next Mandeville Hall Committee.

9/12  CHRISTMAS FAIR

Councillor Seabrook declared an interest in this, did not take part in the discussion and did not vote.

The feeling of the meeting was that we do not have the resources to organise an event, but members were keen to ensure that the Christmas trees provided by the retailers continue and would be happy to support an event organised.    We have in the past agreed to offer up to £500 towards the cost of the Christmas tree provision but this has not been taken up in recent years.  Councillor Gorham said that Rotary had assisted with the cost last Christmas and had paid £250 towards the total cost of £638.50, leaving £388.50 to be found.
Members thanked Rotary for their generosity and it was proposed by Councillor Mrs Hellett, seconded by Councillor Gooderham and agreed to pay the balance of the cost, amounting to £388.50.

Councillor Gooderham said that the Christmas tree in the churchyard needed replacing and it was agreed to instruct Alan Linger to remove it when he undertakes work to the other churchyard trees.

10/12  STREETLIGHTING.

It was noted that no complaints had been received about the present streetlighting, so it was agreed not to make any changes at present.

11/12  CORRESPONDENCE

A request has been received from the PCC for a contribution towards the £3000 necessary for the refurbishment of the church clock face.

After due consideration it was proposed by Councillor Mrs Hellett, seconded by Councillor Seabrook and agreed by 4 votes to 3 that we do not make a contribution.  It was felt that this Council already contributes to the church by paying the annual cost of the clock maintenance and we have soon to pay for the tree work in the churchyard.

A request has been made for an additional inscription on the memorial plaque to Guy Hunter, to include Joan Hunter.  This was approved.

12/12  ACCOUNTS

The following were approved for payment:

Fishers                                  Sundries                                         73.35 inc VAT
Robinsons                              Fuel                                               22.82   “     “

Vision ICT Ltd                Upgrade to new website                        90.00   “     “

Mrs R Lloyd                    Purchase of gift                                     46.45   “    “

MHB Services Ltd          Streetlight maintenance                        91.09    “    “

Payroll costs                 Pay, PAYE,NIC and pension Jan.      2059.56  no   “
MWS Nurseries              Christmas trees                                  388.50   “     “

13/12  DISTRICT COUNCILLOR

Councillor Gray gave an update on Huntingdonshire District Council activity.

He was asked whether it was still the intention of the District Council to sign over the land at Hunter’s Way to the Parish Council.    This seemed to have ‘stalled’ following the retirement of the officer dealing with it.     
It was agreed to place this matter on the agenda for the next meeting.
14/12  MEMBERS’ POINTS OF INFORMATION

Councillor Seabrook reported large potholes near Bigrams Farm.

Councillor Gooderham suggested that we check the oak tree on the Causeway as it shows signs of fungal decay.  The Clerk will ask Brian Ogden, HDC’s Trees Officer to look.

Councillor Mrs Stainer said that parking on Hunter’s Way by The Chestnuts was causing problems on this busy access to the doctors’ surgery.  The Clerk will ask the police to look and will ask the County Council whether additional yellow lines could be provided.

15/12  NEXT MEETING

The next meeting of Council will be held on 23 February 2012 commencing at 7 pm in the Fire Station, Kimbolton.


There being no further business, the meeting closed at 2215 hours.

