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KIMBOLTON & STONELY PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES of the Council meeting held at 8.00 p.m. on Thursday, 10 July 2008  at the Fire Station, Kimbolton.

121/08  PRESENT

Councillors K Hutchinson (in the Chair); Mrs R Lloyd; Mrs D Gooderham;            C Ayrton; T Sutton; P Seabrook; D Poole and Mrs V Blair.

IN ATTENDANCE  District Councillor J Gray , C L Thatcher , Clerk to the Council and one member of the public.
122/08  APOLOGIES were received from Councillors R Gooderham; L Farrer and Mrs D Hellett, plus County Councillor P Downes; PC N English and PCSO C Corn.

123/08  PUBLIC FORUM

The member of the public present expressed her concerns regarding works being undertaken in the garden of a neighbouring property.    It was agreed to visit the properties and to place this matter on the agenda of the next meeting.
124/08  MINUTES of the Council meeting held on 19 June 2008 were read, approved and signed as a true record of that meeting, subject to the following amendments:
109/08 Penultimate paragraph.  Councillor Seabrook said that he did not suggest that it would be ‘turning the clock back’, rather that it would ‘reinstate’ the parkland.

Pound Lane.

Councillor Seabrook pointed out that the status of Pound Lane was that of a ‘footpath’.

112/08  Councillor Mrs Lloyd said that the bags to be used would be ‘bio-degradable’.

125/08  MATTERS ARISING

a) High Street.   Councillor Ayrton was concerned about the damage already evident in the cobbles, with some lifting and the material used to embed them breaking up.       He and Councillor Poole will compile a photographic record on the work, which may be presented to the District Council.

Councillor Gray suggested repairs be arranged with the contractors sooner rather than later, as, once they have departed, it may be difficult to get them back again.
Councillor Mrs Blair said that she had noticed that the cobbled area was no longer porous.  In the past, the traditional method of laying cobbles had a porous infill around the cobbles, but this new material was not porous and there is now standing water following rain.

A meeting with Chris Allen of HDC will be arranged if necessary to sort out the problems.

b) Mandeville Hall.       The Chairman reported on the recent meeting of the Mandeville Hall Committee at which he and several members had attended.

There was general enthusiasm for the extension , though some committee members were concerned that the extension would result in additional expenditure on running costs and might not increase lettings.

Building plans and specifications are being drawn so we can soon got out to tender.   It was agreed to approach the County Council to see if they could offer a weekly payment on behalf of the Youth Club, towards running costs.

c) Cemetery Cottage.   The Clerk said that the plans had been sent off the HDC’s Conservation Officer for her approval and specifications, subject to the approval, had been issued to builders, tenders being required by the date of our next meeting.

d) Churchyard Cobbles.   These will be done when the contractors come to finish the High Street.

e) Planters.  Councillor Mrs Blair said the planters are now in place.

f)  Pound Lane Surface.  The County Highways Dept have promised to supply planings when they acquire some, which is likely to be late August.  We will then have to arrange for them to be spread and rolled.
g) Hunters Way Land.  No further progress.

h) Notice Board.  The Clerk had requested brochures which indicated the likely cost as being over £700.   The brochures will be circulated.

i) Allotments Water Tank.     Deferred as Councillor Farrer was not in attendance.

126/08  PLANNING
a) No applications had been received.

b) The meeting with Richard Probyn had been interesting and it was agreed to thank both him and Jonathan Duck for their attendance.

c) The application for the sports pitches at Kimbolton School were considered at the recent Development Control Panel meeting and approved.

d) Local Development Framework – Core Strategy Submission.      This is out for consultation and will be considered by this Council at our next meeting.

127/08  WORKING PARTIES

Environmental Strategy.    A meeting was held on 1 July at which Councillors Mrs Lloyd, T Sutton and Mrs D Hellett were in attendance.        Items being considered were the provision of bird and bat boxes; dog fouling; bio-degradable bags and holly bushes.
128/08  CORRESPONDENCE

Letter received from Kimbolton WI asking for Council’s support to have the Diocese consider selling the Vicarage, when vacated, for use for sheltered accommodation.   They point out that there is no provision in Kimbolton with the result that elderly people wishing to ‘trade down’ have to move away from the village.  The Vicarage site is ideal for such use being in the village centre.

Council agreed with the sentiments in the letter and would support the WI when the time comes, though the Diocese will undoubtedly wish to gain maximum return and it will be that which decides future use. 
A letter received from a resident (who was present and had made her views known as under 123/08 above) regarding business use of a residential property be a neighbour. It was agreed to place this on the agenda for the next meeting.

The Clerk provided a draft model for Standing Orders and asked whether Council felt that it might be an appropriate time to introduce these.   It was agreed to give them consideration. The Clerk will circulate the draft and the item will be placed on the agenda.

129/08  COMMUNITY SERVICE WORKERS.

It was considered that this might be worth investigating and it seems that Hail Weston PC do make use of them.  The Clerk will speak to the Hail Weston Clerk and try to find out more.

130/08  CAR PARKING PROVISION

Councillor Gray asked whether Council wished to look again at car parking provision; the possible extension of limited waiting areas; time restrictions; permits etc, to improve the turnover of vehicles using the High Street.
Councillor Mrs Blair said that there was  an enormous difference in the volume of parking now that the School was not in session, compared to when it was.

It was agreed to make no change at present, but to investigate the school parking in the Autumn and to determine whether the limited waiting areas are in the right places and of the right size.

131/08  ACCOUNTS
No accounts were presented for payment.

132/08  MEMBERS’ POINTS OF INFORMATION

Councillor Mrs Gooderham said that a tree at the rear of 30 Constables Leys and in the hedge, was cracked.   She also said that the footpath from Thrapston Rd beside the former Youth Club to the bridge was in a poor condition.

Councillor Poole asked that consideration be given to the provision of exercise equipment for adults, which could be sited in Halls Meadow, by the footpath.

Councillor Seabrook said that the roadsign indicating the bend, by the church wall, had rusted through.

The Chairman said that the hedge behind the goal wall in Pound Lane was too thick and obstructed the recovery of balls.

Highways have been advised of the gap under the wire by Rookery bridge but no action has been taken as yet.   

There is glass on the roadway by the Castle Gardens junction.

133/08  NEXT MEETING

The next meeting is to be held on Thursday 31 July 2008 at the Fire Station, commencing at 7 p.m.

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 2220 hours.
