    KSPC

KIMBOLTON & STONELY PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES of the Council meeting held at 7.00 p.m. on Thursday, 11 October 2007 at the Fire Station, Kimbolton.

163/07  PRESENT Councillors K Hutchinson (in the Chair);Mrs R Lloyd;D Poole, Mrs D Hellett; Mrs D Gooderham, Mrs V Blair;T Sutton;C Ayrton and R Gooderham.

IN ATTENDANCE County Councillor P Downes, District Councillor J Gray and one member of the public, Mr J Mugglestone.

164/07  APOLOGIES were received from Councillors P Seabrook and L Farrer and Clerk to the Council, L Thatcher.  The minutes were recorded by Councillor Mrs Hellett.

165/07  PUBLIC FORUM was not used.

166/07  COUNTY COUNCILLOR

Bus Timetables.               Councillor Downes said that he has had a letter regarding the timetables from the Rural Transport section.  They want to instigate an ‘on-call’ service, using taxis etc and ‘dial-a’ride’.  For transport information a one stop shop is suggested, which would also deal with complaints , tickets etc.  Public consultations will commence before the end of the year. E mails could be sent to peter.greg-smith@cambridgeshire.gov.uk with any comments.

Mr Mugglestone said that this was inadequate.  He passed copies of timetables to all members and pointed out that existing timetables are vague.  At St Neots there is no timetable nor notification of where the Kimbolton bus stop is.  Stagecoach buses have a very clear, precise, timetable.  There is no timetable outside the Post Office in Kimbolton.

Councillor Downes said that the timetables have been done on the cheap and agreed that the timetable should give return times.

The Chairman said that he couldn’t understand why this was proving to be so difficult to achieve.

Mr Mugglestone said that the information must be kept simple.

Councillor Ayrton said that he assumed the bus companies would want the timetables up to attract more business.  Councillor Mrs Lloyd said that they probably want to terminate the services because they are not profitable.

Mr Mugglestone asked Councillor Gray if the District Council agreed with the timetables. The District Council commissioned a new design and contributed some money, but he can’t understand why it’s proving so difficult to erect them.

Councillor Downes will report back on this.  He said that, from next April, bus passes will be ‘cross county’.

Councillor Downes said that he has 2750 signatures on his petition to save Buckden Recycling Centre and this will be presented on 30 October.

The County Council is submitting a bid for £500 million for improving transportation. All bar £60 million of this would be spent in Cambridge.

Both he and Councillor Gray fell that some of this should be spent on a car park in Huntingdon to link up with the guided bus service.

Councillor R Gooderham asked about St Neots rail station car park. There is to be another car park and another layer of car parking on site.

Councillor Downes left the meeting at 1950 hours.

167/07  DISTRICT COUNCILLOR

Councillor Gray said that he has consultation from the County Council asking what he would like to see council money spent on.  No-one else has seen the document.

Councillor Poole asked him about refuse collection, as a collection was not made from Aragon Place and when he called the relevant department no-one appeared to know what was going on.    Councillor Gray thought that they were just having teething problems and the Call Centre won’t necessarily have the answers.  He will take the matter up with the department.

The Chairman said that he had phoned the District Council’s Call Centre and had to wait for 10 minutes before he could speak to someone.

Councillor Gray said that the Scrutiny Panel looks at the Call Centre performance in their meetings.  Response within 30 seconds is running at 80%.   He will enquire why it was so bad today.   Councillor Poole said that he had had a quick response this morning.

168/07  MINUTES of the Council meeting of 20 September 2007 were read, approved and signed as a true record of that meeting.

169/07  MATTERS ARISING

a) Bus Shelter.  This is now nearly finished and comments have been received on how good it looks.

b) Mandeville Hall.   The Clerk has spoken to Max Hartley, Chairman of the Mandeville Hall Committee, and told him of the service level agreement required by the County Council before the money is released by them.  The Clerk has drafted an Agreement and Mr Hartley is essentially in favour of the wording.   An application for planning approval will now be made, following which quotations sought for the construction.

Councillor Ayrton wondered what would happen if the Youth Club failed before the extension is completed.  He felt this needed bearing in mind.

No members have visited the Youth Club recently.

c) Barclays Bank.  Nothing further has been heard of the installation of the 

ATM.  Members wondered if disabled access had been considered and asked that the Clerk write to the Council asking for an update and to the Bank to say that we hoped they were still going ahead.

170/07  PLANNING MATTERS

            0702537  6 Easton Rd, Stonely – erect stables.

            A letter has been received from neighbours objecting to the size of the  

            proposed building and the number of windows.

            It seems that the Enforcement Officer at the District Council is 

            responsible and we should write to the Planning Department and have it 

            checked.          The amended plan for the stables is for information only

            and no response is necessary.

            0703099  5 Tudor Court – extension

           Councillor Mrs Lloyd declared an interest in this item, left the room, took 

           No part in the discussion and did not vote.

          It was proposed by Councillor Mrs Blair, seconded by Councillor R

          Gooderham and agreed unanimously to recommend approval.

          Councillor Mrs Lloyd rejoined the meeting.

          Sewage Treatment Plant, Tilbrook.

          The proposal is to site the Plant at the bottom of Bustard Hill.  Tilbrook PC   

          has approved the plans subject to minor landscaping issues.  

          It was proposed by Councillor R Gooderham, seconded by Councillor Mrs

          D Gooderham and agreed to raise no objections.

          DEVELOPMENT PLAN CORE STRATEGY

          The Clerk has received a reply to his letter to Richard Probyn of the 

          Planning Dept.  The response again differed from those previously given.

          It appears that proposed growth is outside the village limits (25 houses to

          The north of the village).  Councillor Gray said that the ‘built up area’ and

          ‘built framework’ could mean different things.

          We still feel unable to comment because the information given is too 

           vague.  Councillor Mrs Blair asked whether this meant that village 

           boundaries are set for a period of time and then after that, to fill 

          government quotas, the boundaries can be extended.  If we have to build

          25 houses can we object to the boundary being changed? Can we fight it?

          The Chairman said ‘yes’ and independent Inspector would make a binding

          decision.    The Chairman thought we should write again for more 

          clarification, because we cannot support the document as it stands.  We 

         have already supported limited growth.

         The Core Strategy document will come out for public consultation late 2007

         Councillor Ayrton suggested we should make parishioners aware of the 

         Document when it comes out.

        HUNTINGDONSHIRE  ENVIRONMENT STRATEGY

        Councillor Mrs Lloyd reported on her attendance at the meeting.  She said 

        That there was a good turnout from the villages.  She was embarrassed 

        Because we had done nothing to promote environmental issues.There were

        Some good ideas from other villages i.e. no plastic bags.

        She wondered if we could think about having a wild flower meadow, though

        This was voted against in the past.  Councillor R Gooderham suggested an 

        area along the Causeway and Councillor Mrs Hellett suggested a working

        party.   This was agreed, with Councillors Mrs Hellett, Mrs Lloyd,Mrs Blair

        and R Gooderham as members.

        Councillor Gray said that the District Council is looking at how the 

        Environment in general may be improved.

        DEVELOPMENT CONTROL PANEL

        The development of the Old School House in Grass Yard is on the agenda,

        as Planners are objecting to the proposed dormer windows. Members asked

        the Chairman to attend and re-affirm their view that the plan as proposed is

        acceptable.  Councillor Gray will not be at the meeting but will submit our

        comments.

171/07  WORKING PARTIES

Pound Lane

Nothing further to report, except the weeds on the heap of topsoil are getting bigger.  Rotary have not yet been asked to spread the soil but it is too late to move it this year.   There has been no drive from Catworth to proceed with the project.

Playgrounds

Councillor Mrs Blair reported that the area needed resurfacing before reinstating the elephant and motorbike.  She wondered if we could make an insurance claim and she will look to see if there is something more suitable if we can make a claim.

Cemetery Cottage.

The tenant will vacate the cottage at the end of the month.   No news yet on possible grants.  When empty, we will need to go and look at the building and the water system will need draining.

172/07 CORRESPONDENCE  

List of current Enforcement Cases received from the Planning Department.

Notification of change of name of house in Old Ford Lane from Fieldgate House to Durham House.

Copy of Luminus News.

173/07  ACCOUNTS

No invoices were submitted for payment this time.

174/07  MEMBERS’ POINTS OF INFORMATION

Councillor Mrs Gooderham said that a hedge in Newtown Lane is overgrown and the streetlight cannot be seen.  The road outside her house has been mended very badly with tarmac.     Tollfield is missing its street sign, as is Hush Court.

Councillor Sutton said that the Parish Tree Planting Scheme was in operation and 17 varieties of tree were available. He wondered where we could plant some.

Councillor R Gooderham said that the streetlight in Grass Yard was out.

Councillor Poole reported that Charlotte Wilson of Lorry Watch is meeting him tomorrow and has signed up 5/6 volunteers in Kimbolton.

Councillor Mrs Lloyd reported that Mike Knight of Milestones had tried to contact her.

175/07  NEXT MEETING

The next meeting will be held on Thursday 1 November 2007 at the Fire Station, commencing at 7 p.m.

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 2140 hours.

                                        .

