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KIMBOLTON & STONELY PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES of the Council meeting held at 7.00 p.m. on Thursday, 12 February 2009  at the Fire Station, Kimbolton.

15/09  PRESENT Councillors K Hutchinson (in the Chair); P Seabrook; Mrs R Lloyd; D Poole; T Sutton; C Ayrton and L Farrer.

IN ATTENDANCE County Councillor P Downes,District Councillor J Gray, one member of the public and C L Thatcher, Clerk to the Council.

16/09  APOLOGIES were received from Councillors Mrs V Blair; Mrs D Gooderham; Mrs D Hellett  and R Gooderham

17/09  PUBLIC FORUM was not used.

18/09  MINUTES of the meeting of 15 January 2009 were read, approved and signed as a true record of that meeting, subject to the following alteration:

Minute 12/09 The proposer and seconder of the decision to award the contract for the Mandeville Hall to Messrs C S Fox were Councillors D Poole and Mrs V Blair respectively and not Councillors T Sutton and R Gooderham.

19/09  MATTERS ARISING 
a) Mandeville Hall/Youth Club.    The Clerk reported receipt of the grants from both the County Council and the District Council and upon a meeting held between himself, John Lightfoot, Colin Fox and a representative of Safe-Tec, who will undertake the Health and Safety aspects of the build and act as CDM Co-ordinators at a cost of £700.00 plus VAT.     Colin Fox expects to commence work on site on 2 March 2009.
It was agreed to appoint Safe-Tec as CDM Co-ordinators at a cost of £700.00 plus VAT.

b) Notice Board for Stonely.   The Clerk has attempted to contact Mr Gordon, so far without success, but he will keep trying.

c) Community Service Workers.   Nothing to report.

Councillor Farrer joined the meeting at this point.

d) Fence between Playpark and Scouts.   Councillor Farrer had been asked to pass on copies of quotations for both post and rail and feather edge fencing with prices ranging from £925 to £4325.    Members were surprised at the level of cost and had expected that the existing concrete posts would be re-used by fitting chain link fence to them.  After some discussion it was proposed by Councillor Mrs Lloyd, seconded by Councillor Seabrook and agreed to offer a donation of £250.00 to the Scouts when the fence is completed.

e) Cemetery Cottage.   The Clerk has met with the Loss Adjuster and his builders and can report that the stabilisation work to the cottage will commence on 2 March 2009.  The builders will first repair all cracking damage internally and re-plaster as necessary, then during week commencing 9 March they will fix the straps to the outside walls.    Stilton Partners are due to start during week commencing 16 March.  There is one major problem and that is that the Conservation Officer has yet to approve materials.  Samples of roof tiles have been left at the cottage and pictures and specifications of doors and windows were sent to her last July.  We are in danger of causing a delay to the builders if we cannot obtain approval and this could involve us in additional expenditure.  The Chairman asked the Clerk to provide him with dates etc and said that he would chase the Planning Department.
f) Cougars FC request for Changing Accommodation.  The Clerk said that John Lightfoot had indicated that the Cricket Club might, after all, be interested in using a pavilion which we might provide.  The Club has no funds available and it was explained to him that this Council does not, at present, have spare funds. However, Mr Lightfoot offered to provide drawings for planning approval at no cost and, upon receipt of these, the Clerk will seek grant aid.

g) Churchyard Footpath.   No reply as yet from the Conservation Officer.

h) Bollards/Yellow Lines.   Mr Waddams had asked that bollards be placed outside his property on the High Street, to prevent parking on the pavement. He offered to pay half of the cost if this Council would fund the other half.  The Clerk sought the views of Highways, who said that they would not consider providing either bollards or yellow lines in that position at any cost to the County Council.  They did not consider either necessary.  They might consider providing them if they were paid for by someone else but, if they did, not only would they require the initial cost to be paid, but they would require a commuted sum to cover future maintenance.  Should the bollards be damaged in future then any replacement cost would fall upon the provider.

Members considered this and, having always been opposed to yellow lines in the High Street, agreed to take no action on the request for either bollards or yellow lines.

i)Policing.  The Clerk reported recent incidents in the parish, largely burglary and criminal damage.  There does appear to be an increase in these crimes.  A meeting is being held on 4 March at the Mandeville Hall where distraction burglaries will be discussed.

j) Cemetery Extension.   The Clerk reminded members that our planning approval expires in April so it is important that some work be started before then. He has responded to the Planning Officer’s queries regarding landscaping and has hopefully answered all their points, so that there should be nothing to prevent work starting.  He has not, however, received a reply from the Planning Department, other than the comment that the wall in which we wish to make an opening for access to the new cemetery might require listed building consent, as it is connected to the front (South) wall of the cemetery, which is listed.   This is under discussion.

Members will recall having asked that the land be consecrated as soon as possible and the Clerk has spoken with the Diocese and their solicitors.  They prefer that most of the work is completed before consecration and, particularly, that boundaries are well defined.   There is, naturally, a fee connected to the consecration and this currently stands at about £750.00.

k) Allotments Water Supply.  Councillor Farrer said that once the new supply is provided by Anglia Water it will be necessary to extend this to the top end of the allotments.  He said that if this Council provides materials and plant, to a maximum cost of £450.00, the allotment holders will provide the labour.

It was proposed by Councillor Poole, seconded by Councillor Mrs Lloyd and unanimously agreed to go ahead on this basis.

l) Easton Road. Councillor Seabrook said that the road had not been gritted during the recent freezing and snowy weather  and there had been accidents, including one to a County Council vehicle.

20/09 PLANNING MATTERS

The following was considered:

0900060  6 Church Walk, Stow Longa. Erect garage/workshop with first floor playroom.   This application, being in an adjacent parish, has been referred to this Council for comment.   Members agreed to raise no objection.

21/09  REPORTS

a) Working Parties.    There were no reports.

b) Outside Bodies   There were no reports.

22/09  CORRESPONDENCE 

Circular from Huntingdonshire District Council on Gypsy and Traveller Sites consultation. Response required by 27 February.

Hunts DC Local Development Framework Development Management DPD: Development of Options 2009.  Public consultation between 30 January and 27 March.

List of current enforcement cases within the Parish.
Notification that our Precept  for 2009/2010 is confirmed at £46800 and that this represents a Band D value of £79.05 pa.  This is slightly less than last year due to the tax base (number of properties) having risen to 592.

Circular from Cambridgeshire County Council on Children’s Centre Development – St Neots Rural Area with an invitation to a meeting on 25 February 2009.

Circular from Cambridgeshire Transport Commission inviting responses to questions relating to public transport within the Cambridge area. The deadline for responses is 6 March 2009.

Letter from Jonathan Lister of Aragon Place to Councillor Poole asking for the provision of biking ramps at Pound Lane.

District Councillor J Gray joined the meeting at this point.

23/09  ACCOUNTS

The following were approved for payment:
Fishers                              Sundries                                       £32.24 inc VAT

Lightfoot Design             Cemetery Cottage & Mandeville Hall

                                        Building regs approval                     £764.75 inc VAT

Allianz Cornhill Insurance.     Premium balance                        £26.57  no   “

Anglian Water                  Allotment water                                 £18.03   “     “

E-On                              Hearse house & streetlight power       £66.53 inc   “

MHB Services                 Streetlight mtnce                               £87.30   “     “

Arthur Ibbett               Replacement strimmer, hedgecutter   £1146.06  “     “

Payroll Costs  inc PAYE/NIC,Pension & refund of expenses £1928.62  “    “

24/09  DISTRICT COUNCILLOR

Councillor Gray drew members’ attention to various issues relating to Planning and Conservation and noted the problems that this Council is currently experiencing.

He also talked about the Police Neighbourhood Watch areas.

25/09  MEMBERS’ POINTS OF INFORMATION

Councillor Poole mentioned that the land at Hunters Way, which this Council is considering accepting from the District Council , is currently flooded and water is running off it.

Councillor Seabrook said that he must again comment on the poor condition of signs, roads and bridges in the parish, including the Castle Gardens sign.

Councillor Farrer said that he had changed his oil supplier and had now joined the Council’s buying group.

26/09  NEXT MEETING

The next meeting of Council is to be held on Thursday 12 March 2009 at the Fire Station, commencing at 7 pm.

The Annual Parish Meeting is to be held the following week on 19 March at the Mandeville Hall, commencing at 7.30 pm.

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 2105 hours.
