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KIMBOLTON & STONELY PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES of the Council meeting held at 7.00 p.m. on Thursday, 12 January 2006 at the Fire Station, Kimbolton.

01/06  PRESENT:  Cllrs K Hutchinson (in the Chair), P. Seabrook, L. Farrer, C. Ayrton, Mrs D. Gooderham, T. Sutton, D. Poole, Mrs D. Hellet, Mrs V. Blair, Mrs R. Lloyd (also Acting Clerk)

IN ATTENDANCE: District Cllr Jonathan Gray and Dominic Chessum, Village Crier

02/06 APOLOGIES: R. Gooderham, L. Thatcher (Clerk)

03/06 PUBLIC FORUM: Two members of public present wished to speak on a subsequent planning matter and were given permission by the chairman to do so.

04/06  MINUTES OF LAST MEETING: were approved without amendment

05/06  MATTERS ARISING:

a) High Street Paving – nothing to report

b) Community Action Scheme – Cllrs Mrs Lloyd reported on a meeting she had had with representatives from Shelford Energy who had experience of such buying groups and were keen to be involved.  These type of groups have evolved in different ways, but it was felt that probably the best way was one in which a small membership fee was charged (to promote loyalty) and the Council would collect names and details to pass on to the company, who would then deal with matters of collecting payment, correct type of fuel and tank details.  Delivery dates would be set and communicated well in advance and tanks would be topped up on those dates.  Customers requiring extra fill-ups could arrange these at the same price.  Based on the figures current on the 11th January, the date of the meeting, a 3p per litre saving was achievable.  In addition the company would make incentive payments available, either in the form of  free tank fill-ups or direct to the community via the Council.  Members agreed the latter would be the best option, and that publicity could be given to whatever item (perhaps of play equipment for instance) had been purchased as a result of the Buying Scheme in the year, thus raising the profile of the Council.  It was agreed to proceed by publicising the scheme in the Parish Magazine, Village Bystander and Village Crier – Dominic Chessum suggested a token could be printed in his paper for members of the public to fill in and return and he and Mrs Lloyd agreed to liaise.

c) The Leys Footpath – it was reported the new fence was to be erected this week and that a letter had been sent to the householder concerned informing him of this and warning him that he would be held responsible for any damage.

d) Main Road Stonely and Bus Shelter – Cllr Mrs Blair distributed photographs of possible shelters.  Cllr Seabrook had taken a photograph of one he had seen in King’s Ripton which was thought by several to be suitable, being merely a pitched roof on four legs.  The cheapest ‘off the peg’ shelter was in the region of £1400.  Local tradesmen had quoted a price of approx £2500 to copy a timber shelter priced at £4500.  Much discussion ensued concerning the necessity for a shelter.  It was pointed out that whilst two members of the public at a previous meeting had strongly argued the case for a shelter, another two had been very much against having one.  It was further argued that if one shelter was provided there would very likely be calls for others, particularly in the Overhills School area and these could not in all fairness be refused if one had already been provided.  This could end up in costing the Council a great deal of money.  A show of hands revealed a 50/50 split for and against – the Chairman’s casting vote was against. He explained that he could not support a scheme which would result in the Council spending a considerable sum on an item which would seemingly bring benefit to so few. He indicated that he would rather see funding of play equipment etc for all the children of the village. It was finally agreed to accept Cllr Ferrer’s offer of working out  an approximate price for a shelter of the type Cllr Seabrook had seen at King’s Ripton for further discussion at the next meeting, and it was also asked that the Clerk contact the Clerk of King’s Ripton to find out more about their shelter.

e) Trees – Cllr Seabrook reported on a site meeting he had had with Mr Kidman regarding trees in Hall’s Meadow and the cemetery.   During an earlier walk round with the Chairman, HDC’s Tree Officer had suggested some felling/pruning/thinning was necessary.  The cedar tree in the cemetery requires some of the lower branches to be cut back in order to reduce the weight and the willow tree beside the river at the drying ground also needs attention; a quotation for this work will be sent in time for the next meeting.  Cllr Mrs Gooderham drew members’ attention to the blocked state of the overflow arches beside the Carnaby bridge and it was agreed the Clerk would be asked to contact the Environment Agency.   With regard to the dead tree on private ground overhanging the Carnaby footpath it was agreed to ask the Clerk to contact the County Council.

06/06 PLANNING MATTERS

0502437 Kimbolton School – New Teaching Block

It was reported that several members had attended a site visit on 9th January in order to acquaint themselves with the slightly altered layout and speak to the Bursar regarding the removal of trees etc.  

The Chairman reported on some background information he had been able to research, firstly that the Library building was approved in 1996 and that originally this was to be larger than it now is.  The reason given at that time for scaling it down in size was so that it did not  compete (in terms of bulk) with the Castle.  Cllr Hutchinson had spoken to Louise Brown at the Planning Department who reported that English Heritage were happy this time with the scale of the proposed building and planning officers were likely to be in agreement.  In terms of the building itself there had been  some comments already from certain councillors about the size and scale of the block, but it was thought English Heritage would support the scale as now proposed.  There were obviously two ways in which to design the new building; modern or more traditional, English Heritage would prefer a modern design, partly because it would be easier, but were not insisting upon it.  

Cllr Seabrook at this point and before general discussion took place asked to express an interest as the Parish Council representative on the Board of Governors of Kimbolton School.

Cllr Mrs Blair felt that if Phase I of the plans were agreed Phase II would be worse in terms of competing with the Art Block and Library buildings.  Cllr Poole thought that a more traditional scheme would have been preferable, as did Cllr Mrs Hellett.   Cllr Mrs Gooderham could not understand the attitude of English Heritage and did not like the scheme as presented.  Cllr Farrer did not dislike the building, but was concerned at the lack of clarity in the plans for details such as the colour of brushed aluminium, and the type of glass, wood and brick to be used.  Changes in this detailing could have a very great effect on the finished building, but he also felt this design might be the only way to go in terms of cost.  He drew members’ attention to the view of the building that would be seen from the public footpath higher up the hill, and it was generally agreed that the building as drawn would be very visible and possibly be seen as in competition with the Castle.  Cllr Hutchinson felt that this scheme need not be the only solution for the site.  

Cllr Seabrook did not specifically object to the design as such, but did not like the large scale projections of glass and towers on the roofline.  He had spoken to the Bursar privately about this and had been told that this had been designed purely to enable easier cleaning, but it was felt could be dispensed with, thus substantially lowering the overall height.  

Cllr Mrs Lloyd had asked the Bursar at the site meeting if they had thought of taking a more traditional approach in order to attempt to match in with the newer buildings rather than compete with them, and had been surprised to be told that English Heritage did not like the design of the Art and Library buildings; a member of the public at this point asked for permission to remark that the Art Block had won conservation prizes when originally built.

The Chairman, having allowed all members to express their views very fully, then asked for a proposal.  Cllr David Poole proposed a refusal of the application, seconded by Cllr Mrs Vanessa Blair and carried by 8 votes, with one against, for the reasons that

a) the proposed building is out of keeping with neighbouring buildings, such as the Art block and Library.

b) It introduces yet another style to the range of buildings on site

c) There is concern about the long-term impact of this building and, later,Phase II.

d) Paraphernalia on the roof is unacceptable.  This will be prominent when viewed from the public footpath.

e) there is concern regarding the appropriateness of materials and the lack of information regarding finishes etc.

  After further discussion it was then agreed to ask the Clerk to add a rider to our recommendation, in that if the plans as put forward were approved by HDC certain stringent riders should be added concerning materials.

0503813 - New Sun Inn – illuminated signs

Proposal to reject by Cllr Seabrook, seconded by Cllr Farrer and carried with six votes for and one against on the grounds that the additional applied letters would result in an excessive display.

07/06  MEMBERS POINTS OF INFORMATION

Stow Road on hill, there is an area of subsidence (PS).  At a similar point the 30mph sign has been twisted round (CA).  Street lights (LF, DG)  cemetery, Abingtons, Carnaby.   In Newtown the road is very badly pot-holed  past DG and has also been mentioned to RL.  Replacement hedging for Duke’s Row garden has been planted  and the cemetery bridge is being repaired.

The Rookery path is becoming extremely muddy and appears to be being used by vehicles (VB), although PS thought they were probably going to the allotments.  A motorbike was still using this path and the bridleway up the hill towards Warren House, sometimes after dark (DP).

08/06  NEXT MEETING will be held at the Fire Station on Thursday 26 January,2006, commencing at 7p.m.

There being no further business the meeting closed at 8.35pm

ACTION POINTS

LT – please speak to Clerk at King’s Ripton re their bus shelter (who built it, how much did it cost etc)

LF – price to locally build similar

RL/LT/Dominic – adverts, flyers, letters, tokens etc ref CAS

LT – contact Environment Agency ref blocked flood relief arches by Carnaby bridge

LT – contact CC ref dead tree overhanging Carnaby footpath

LT – members points of information as above

