   KSPC

KIMBOLTON & STONELY PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES of the Council meeting held at 7.00 p.m. on Thursday, 12 March 2009  at the Fire Station, Kimbolton.

27/09 PRESENT  Councillors K Hutchinson; Mrs R Lloyd; Mrs D Gooderham; R Gooderham; Mrs D Hellett; C Ayrton; T Sutton; D Poole; P Seabrook; Mrs V Blair and L Farrer.

IN ATTENDANCE County Councillor P Downes; District Councillor J Gray; C L Thatcher, Clerk to the Council and three members of the public.

28/09  APOLOGIES None.

29/09  PUBLIC FORUM was not used.

30/09  MINUTES of the Council meeting held on 12 February 2009 were read, approved and signed as a true record of that meeting.

31/09 MATTERS ARISING. 
a) Mandeville Hall/Youth Club.  Work on the building commenced last week.

b) Notice Board for Stonely.  The Clerk has spoken with Mr Gordon and has ordered the board subject to the price being acceptable.

c) Community Service Workers.  Councillor Mrs Blair is still investigating.

d) Fence between Playpark and Scouts.  Two representatives of the Scouts were present at the meeting.  They explained that they wanted a 6ft close boarded fence around their site as they hoped to use the land for camping by youth organisations.  They appreciate the high cost of this but are willing to provide labour. They hoped that the Parish Council would pay for part or all of the cost of the materials.     They will advise costings for this type of fence.
Councillor J Gray joined the meeting at this point.

e) Cemetery Cottage.  Work was well underway with the repairs internally by the Insurance Company’s workers and on the outside with the steel banding to stabilise the building. Stilton and Partners are due to start next week.

f) Pound Lane Changing Facilities.   Members looked at the drawings provided by John Lightfoot and thought the scheme looked acceptable, though perhaps the positioning of the building needed revision.  It was agreed to seek a meeting in due course with the Cricket Club representatives to see whether in fact they would wish to make use of a new facility. 
g) Churchyard Footpath.    A reply has been received from Planning, raising no objection to the use of gravel.  The Diocese will now be approached to see if they consider the works acceptable.

h) Policing.  The Clerk read the report on police activity for the past month and Councillor Seabrook reported on a recent Countryside Watch meeting.

i) Cemetery Extension.   The Clerk said that he still not received a reply from Planning.  Councillor Gray said that he would try to hurry things along.

j) Request for Bike Ramps.    This request was discussed, but due to both a lack of funds and a hard surface at Pound Lane it was thought that no progress could be made at present.

Councillor P Downes joined the meeting at this point.

32/09  PLANNING MATTERS

The following applications were considered:
0900081  29a High St, Kimbolton – retention as office.  Proposed by Councillor Mrs Lloyd, seconded by Councillor Mrs Blair and unanimously recommended for approval.

0900125  23 Main Rd, Stonely – alterations to garage roof. Proposed by Councillor Poole, seconded by Councillor Sutton and unanimously agreed to recommend approval.

0900198  73 Main Rd, Stonely – replacement dwelling.    Proposed by Councillor Mrs Lloyd, seconded by Councillor Poole and recommended for approval.

0900208  6 Easton Rd, Stonely – convert stable block to dwelling. Proposed by Councillor Seabrook, seconded by Councillor Ayrton and recommended that the application be refused. One member voted for approval.   The stable is on paddock land, not residential and represents an unwanted extension of the urban environment into the rural area.

33/09  COUNTY COUNCILLOR

Councillor Downes said that he had met this morning with Richard Kingston of the Highways Dept and had been looking at road conditions throughout the parish. They had looked at potholes and bridges as well and, particularly, at the Main Road through Stonely.       There is a proposal to relay the water main.

They also talked of gritting on Easton Rd and repairs to the Carnaby bridge.  There is a possibility of a grit bin being placed at Overhills School.
Councillor Downes left the meeting at this point.

34/09 REPORTS

a)Working Parties.

Allotments.  Councillor Mrs Gooderham said that there was a considerable problem with dog mess being dumped on the area of the bonfire.  The padlock to the pedestrian gate was missing and she asked that a combination lock be provided as a replacement.   Rookery Lane was being churned up by vehicles going to and from the horses in the field.   She would like to send a circular to allotment holders inviting a representative to liaise with this Council.

b) Outside Bodies.    No reports.

35/09 CORRESPONDENCE

A CPALC bulletin has been received.

The RoSPA playground inspection will take place in April.

A Standards Board circular has been received.

A circular from the Countryside Access Forum has been received.

36/09  LOCAL GOVERNMENT & PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT IN HEALTH ACT 2007

The Clerk explained that the above Act had introduced ‘the Power of Wellbeing’ to parish and town councils.  Subject to certain conditions, councils may elect to apply this Power which would then become the ‘power of first choice’ rather than using Section 137, which is regarded as a ‘power of last resort’.  In other words, the new power permits councils to spend on whatever they choose that they consider to be of benefit to their areas, without fear of challenge.

It does not, of course, provide additional money for the purpose.

Members asked the Clerk to circulate information.
37/09  RENEWAL OF CPALC SUBSCRIPTION

The Clerk reported receipt of the documentation relating to the renewal of the subscription to CPALC, included with which was CPALC’s Service Level Agreement.   This requires councils to, among other things, budget for training and agree that members and the clerk will regularly undergo training.

The point was raised about our application for borrowing last summer, where CPALC had been less than helpful and had provided incorrect information.

There was discussion of the merits of membership and the Clerk pointed out that CPALC was the employer’s association and their source of information and assistance.

Nevertheless, it was agreed to not renew membership of CPALC.  This was proposed by Councillor Mrs Gooderham, seconded by Councillor Sutton and unanimously agreed.

38/09  ACCOUNTS

The following were approved for payment:

Fishers                       Groundsman sundries                             £8.79 inc VAT

Glasdon UK Ltd          Litter picker                                           £32.10  “      “

Payroll costs, inc. reimbursement of expenditure                £2084.13  “      “

MHB Services             Streetlight mtnce (2 mths)                  £176.49  “     “

Robinsons                   Fuel and oil                                           £10.20 “     “

Lightfoot Design       Building regs.approval Cem.Cottage     £414.00  “    “

Ace Décor                 Sanitary ware Cemetery Cottage          £948.46  “    “

J Richardson            Decorator’s materials Cem. Cottage      £650.00 no  “

Dunelm                     Curtains, rods etc                                  £139.35  inc “

Fire Services Charities          Donation                                   £100.00 no VAT

39/09  MEMBERS’ POINTS OF INFORMATION

 Councillor Seabrook suggested a discussion on worries of intimidation by members of the public present at meetings.

Councillor Gooderham said that again there had been problems in the fire appliance exiting the Fire Station due to parked vehicles.  He asked that support be given to the provision of double yellow lines and a box.

He also said that he had concerns over the tendering process, particularly the fact that the names of the tenderers were disclosed when their bids were considered.

Councillor Mrs Gooderham said there were now ruts in Rookery Lane and fallen trees in the river.

Councillor Ayrton said that HDC had used a new type of cleaning equipment on the paving and had kindly cleaned the stonework of the war memorial.  He asked that our thanks be passed on.

Councillor Mrs Hellett said that dog fouling appeared to be getting worse and she had received complaints about an individual.

Councillor Poole referred to the lanterns on the church gates which, he said, were in need of repair.  The Clerk will look at them and consult the Vicar.

Councillor Mrs Lloyd said that in Rookery Lane, on the right side, there is a camping bed frame in the ditch.

Councillor Farrer said that Anglian Water have recently dug up the cobbles in Carnaby and taken them away.  
He also asked if Council had any objection if he donated and erected goal posts on Pound Lane football field.  He will check on the type of materials required for the job.  
Councillor Gray referred to Section 106 Agreements and said that he hoped that Huntingdonshire District Council would deliver a greater say and involvement for projects.  The intention is to try and get parishes much more involved in decisions.

40/09  NEXT MEETING

The next meeting of the Council will take place at the Fire Station, Kimbolton on Thursday 16 April 2009, commencing at 7 pm.

The Annual Parish Meeting will be held at the Mandeville Hall, Kimbolton on Thursday 19 March 2009, commencing at 7.30 pm.

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 2235 hours. 
