

                                       KSPC

KIMBOLTON & STONELY PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES of the Annual Council meeting held at 7 p.m. on Thursday 12 May 2011 at The Fire Station, Thrapston Rd, Kimbolton.

55/11  PRESENT  Councillors Mrs R Lloyd (in the Chair); R Gooderham; K Hutchinson; P Seabrook; Mrs D Hellett; D Poole ; L Farrer and Mrs S Hawkes.

IN ATTENDANCE District Councillor J Gray, C L Thatcher, Clerk to the Council and one member of the public, Mrs J Stainer.

56/11  APOLOGIES were received from County Councillor P Downes.

57/11  ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN   Councillor Mrs R Lloyd was proposed as Chairman for the coming year and this was unanimously agreed.

58/11  PUBLIC FORUM was not used.

59/11  TO CONSIDER CO-OPTION OF MRS J STAINER

The Chairman reported that, due to an error, Mrs Stainer’s nomination form had not reached the District Council in time.     It was proposed by the Chairman, seconded by Councillor Hutchinson and unanimously agreed that Mrs Joan Stainer be co-opted onto the Council.

60/11  MINUTES of the meeting of 31 March 2011 were read, approved and signed as a true record of that meeting, though the Chairman requested that minute 53/11 be amended by the deletion of the words ‘very irate’.

61/11  MATTERS ARISING

a) Policing.   The Clerk read the report provided by PCSO Carol Corn.  It was noted that PC Kersten Richmond had been moved on and that there will be no dedicated neighbourhood officer for the villages in future.
The Neighbourhood Watch Forum is seeking new members from villages and it was agreed to nominate Councillor Seabrook.

Members considered that the positioning of the speed checks in Kimbolton and Stonely could be improved.  Usually they are situated at the edges of the villages, but would be of more purpose if they were sited by the schools.

b) Cemetery Extension.   The Clerk reported receipt of a letter from HDC Planning Department confirming that our planning application for the creation of the extension to the cemetery was still extant.   We will need to liaise with their Landscape Officer over the details but hopefully, we should soon be able to make a start.
The Chairman said that she had received a quote from Stockton Fencing in the sum of £312.50 plus VAT for providing posts and a barbed wire fence with sheep netting  across the field, to divide the horse paddock from the cemetery extension land.
It was proposed by Councillor Mrs Hellett, seconded by Councillor Gooderham and unanimously agreed to accept the quote of Stockton Fencing.

Councillor Hutchinson said that he had received legal opinion regarding the liability for the maintenance of the fence and this was in accord with that already reported.

c) Car Parking.  Nothing to report.  Members asked that the Clerk write to Mr Paul Bland to ask what progress he has made.

d) Youth Club.  The Clerk reported that a new programme for the Youth Club had been received.   He said that he had asked that he be notified as soon as possible what dates the Club intended meeting this year, so as to avoid a repeat of last week where he understood that there was no meeting, but the Club had decided to meet and were unable to do so because of another booking.

He has also reminded the Leaders that we still await an invoice for our agreed contribution to the running of the Club and that the Agreement form will be returned with our cheque.

e) Skate Park.  Nothing further to report.

f) Cemetery Cottage repairs.   The Clerk said that Councillor Farrer had managed to source a replacement unit for the corner cupboard in the kitchen at a cost of £275 plus fitting and VAT.   The Clerk has also managed to find one at £200 plus fitting and VAT.

It was agreed to replace the unit but to advise the tenant that, should this one fail, then it will be removed and replaced with shelving.
62/11  COUNTY COUNCILLOR.  Councillor Downes was unable to be present tonight.
63/11  PLANNING MATTERS

a)         Councillor Farrer declared a personal and prejudicial interest in the following item, took no part in the discussion and did not vote.

           1100524  18 Newtown, Kimbolton.  Rear extension etc.
           It was proposed by Councillor Mrs Hellett, seconded by Councillor Seabrook and

           Unanimously agreed to recommend approval.

b) Windfarm.     It was confirmed that the Appeal Hearing will take place in August and,

should we wish to send a spokesman, he/she will need to be in attendance from day 1.

c) Ongoing Matters.   Crown House.   A letter has been received from HDC confirming that work is now to be undertaken to correct the situation and enforcement action will be discontinued.

George wall.  No action appears to have been taken and the Clerk was instructed to write to HDC and request enforcement action now.

The satellite dish has been removed from the wall.

64/11  ELECTION OF VICE CHAIRMAN

Councillor K Hutchinson was proposed by Councillor Poole, seconded by Councillor Lloyd and unanimously elected as Vice Chairman.
65/11  CHARIMAN’S ALLOWANCE

It was proposed by Councillor Mrs Hellett, seconded by Councillor Seabrook and unanimously agreed that the allowance remain at £200.00.

66/11  MEMBERSHIP OF WORKING PARTIES.

The following were agreed:
Allotments: Councillors Mrs R Lloyd and Mrs D Hellett. Co-opted Mrs D Gooderham.

Burial & Cemetery Extension: Councillors Mrs R Lloyd;K Hutchinson;R Gooderham.

                                                 Co-opted Mrs D Gooderham.

Dog Fouling. : Councillor R Gooderham.

Footpaths:  Councillors Mrs R Lloyd; D Poole; Mrs J Stainer. Co-opted G Lloyd.

Grounds & Car Parking: All members.

Playgrounds: Councillors Mrs D Hellett and D Poole.

Trees: Councillors R Gooderham and Mrs S Hawkes.

Pound Lane: All members.

Environmental: Councillors Mrs R Lloyd;Mrs D Hellett;Mrs S Hawkes and P Seabrook.

Personnel: Councillors Mrs R Lloyd; Mrs S Hawkes; K Hutchinson and L Farrer.

67/11  REPRESENTATIVES TO OUTSIDE BODIES

Civil Protection :  Councillor R Gooderham

Mandeville Hall:  Councillors R Lloyd; D Poole and P Seabrook.

Parochial Charities: Councillor K Hutchinson. Co-opted Mrs V Ralph.

Police Liaison:  Councillor P Seabrook

Youth Club: Councillor D Poole.

Kimbolton School Governors: Councillor P Seabrook.

68/11  REPORTS

Allotments.     A meeting had been held at which it was agreed to ask Mr T Parratt to act as liaison point between the Council and allotment tenants.    Councillor Mrs Hellett will speak to Mr Parratt.
It was also agreed to recommend the revision of the allotment rents.

69/11  FEES AND CHARGES

a) Allotment Rents.   It was proposed by Councillor Mrs Hellett, seconded by Councillor Mrs Hawkes and unanimously agreed that the allotment rents be raised to £30 per annum with effect from 1 October 2011.

b) Cemetery Fees.   It was proposed by Councillor Seabrook, seconded by Councillor Mrs Hellett and unanimously agreed that cemetery fees be raised by 3% rounded up to the nearest five pounds, with effect from 1 July 2011.

c) Cemetery Cottage Rent.  It was agreed to defer consideration of this until the end of the current tenancy period and then to be guided by the letting agents.

70/11  MEMBERSHIP OF CPALC.  It was agreed not to renew membership of CPALC.

Councillor Gray joined the meeting at this point.
71/11  ARCHIVING OF RECORDS

The Clerk said that he had now had the original cemetery plans restored at a cost of £60 plus VAT and digital images taken, which he had uploaded onto the website.  Copies may be taken from the digital images, so should we ever wish to display them in a frame this will be possible.  Meantime, he recommended that the originals be deposited with County Archives for safekeeping.   This was agreed.

Councillors Mrs Hawkes, D Poole and P Seabrook declared an interest in the next item and did not take part in the discussion or vote.
72/11  REQUEST FOR DONATION.

The Chairman said that she had been asked by Mrs Tinkler of Stow Longa for the usual donation of £300 made by Conquest Oil to be paid to the Stop Bicton Windfarm Group.

The Clerk pointed out that the donation had yet to be received from Conquest Oil.

After some discussion it was proposed by Councillor Gooderham, seconded by Councillor Mrs Hellett and agreed to refuse the request.

73/11  CORRESPONDENCE

Letter from Stop Bicton Windfarm Group giving thanks for the donation.
Letter from Cambridgeshire County Council advising of a reduction in the funding for grass cutting of verges .
Reply from Chief Fire Officer confirming that the continuance of rural fire stations is being considered but noting this Council’s concerns.

Letter from HDC advising the withdrawal of glass banks by 1 June.  Maybe textile banks could be offered as an alternative.

RoSPA report on the inspection of playgrounds.

Details of Development Management meeting at HDC on 23 May at which the application for land at 7 Tollfied will be discussed.

Request by T L Cobbold for headstone commemorating the late Mrs C Haynes.  This was approved.

74/11  VACANCY FOR COUNCILLORS

It was noted that we now have vacancies for two councillors and agreed that these vacancies will be filled by co-option, if possible.  The Clerk will advertise the vacancies and notify HDC accordingly.

75/11  ACCOUNTS

a) The following were approved for payment:

CGM Cambridge Ltd                       Grasscutting                     222.80 inc VAT

Inst.of Cemetery & Cremation Management.  Sub.                   90.00  no   “

MHB Services Ltd                   Streetlight mtnce                        91.09 inc   “

Robinsons                                 Fuel                                          21.58   “    “

Allianz Insurance PLC          Piaggio insurance premium        210.94  no  “

Broker Network Ltd                General insurance premium    1777.14   “    “

Playsafety Ltd                        RoSPA inspection                      151.20 inc  “

Cambs County Council        Document conservation                 72.00   “   “

Payroll costs              Pay, Tax,NI & pension + expenses      2031.80   “   “
b) The accounts for 2010/11 were presented following Internal Audit and it was proposed by Councillor Gooderham, seconded by Councillor Mrs Stainer and unanimously recommended that the accounts be approved.  The annual return was signed.

c) The Annual Governance Statement was read to members and agreed and signed by the Chairman.

76/11  DISTRICT COUNCILLOR

Councillor Gray spoke of the elections at Huntingdonshire District Council, which had resulted in the appointment of a new Leader.  He had, himself, been appointed Cabinet member for Environmental issues.

He has received requests from Hatchet Lane residents for a reduction in the speed limit  and another resident recommended that the High Street should be reduced to 20 mph.

The Trees Officer has agreed to spend some time with our Groundsman and to offer instruction and advice on the maintenance of trees.   Councillor Hawkes said that she would like to be involved in that.

77/11  MEMBERS’ POINTS OF INFORMATION

Councillor Gooderham thought that the cemetery extension should be consecrated soon.  The Clerk explained that the Diocese had said that they wished works to be completed before this is done.

Councillor Gooderham also asked when the trees in the churchyard will be trimmed.  The Clerk has asked Mr Kidman to do the work and is waiting for him to start.

Councillor Poole said that some of the stone slabs by the war memorial are cracking where vehicles mount the pavement.  It was agreed to write to HDC and ask their advice.

Councillor Mrs Stainer asked for the hedge by Maurice Close to be cut back as it overhangs the pavement.    She also said that the bridge on the footpath to Ashfield was in a very poor condition and a member of the public had received splinters from the wood.  The Clerk has reported the state of the bridge to the County Council but will try to hasten repairs.

78/11  NEXT MEETING

It was agreed that the Village Walkabout be held on Tuesday 14 June, commencing at 6.30 pm at the Fire Station car park.

The next meeting of Council will be held on Thursday 23 June, commencing at 7 pm in the Fire Station.

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 2200 hours.  

