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KIMBOLTON & STONELY PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES of the Council meeting held at 7.00 p.m. on Thursday, 14 February 2008  at the Fire Station, Kimbolton.

23/08  PRESENT Councillors K Hutchinson (in the Chair);Mrs R Lloyd;Mrs D Hellett;Mrs V Blair;T Sutton;D Poole; P Seabrook and L Farrer

IN ATTENDANCE County Councillor P Downes;C L Thatcher, Clerk to the Council and 9 members of the public.

24/08  APOLOGIES were received from Councillors Mrs Gooderham;R Gooderham and C Ayrton. Also from District Councillor J Gray.

25/08  PUBLIC FORUM was not used.  Those members of the public present were here specifically for a planning matter and the Chairman agreed to allow them to speak when that item was reached. 

26/08  MINUTES of the meeting of 24 January 2008 were read, approved and signed as a true record of that meeting.

27/08  MATTERS ARISING

a) Community Action Scheme.  Councillor Mrs Lloyd said that she had clarified one point regarding the charges made by Conquest Oil.  It had been thought that those ordering less than 100 litres at a time were receiving a lesser discount than those ordering 1000 litres.  This is not the case, the discount is the same for each.

b) High Street.   The re-paving is proceeding well and the paviors are slightly ahead of schedule.

c) Bus Shelter.  Councillor Farrer said that he now has the replacement tiles, but has been too busy to fit them.

d) Cemetery Cottage.  The Groundsman has cleared out a lot of rubbish from the garden and removed the carpets from the ground floor.    A letter from the Loss Adjuster is still awaited and, once received, listed building consent may be sought.
e) Mandeville Hall.    The Chairman has been too busy to arrange a meeting with representatives of the Mandeville Hall Committee, but will do so as soon as he is able.         Planning approval is awaited and this should be resolved in the next week or so, though we have had to amend the plan by ‘stepping down’ the roofline.

Councillor Mrs Lloyd joined the meeting at this point

       f)  Planters.    Councillor Mrs Blair said that she had been to look at some 

         and hoped to be able to purchase them soon.

         g) Playgrounds.    Nothing further to report at present.

         h) Bus Stop.     The Conservation Officer has decided that she does not wish there to be a standard pole for the bus stop sign and she has suggested a wooden post.  The Clerk suggested using the ‘heritage’ black post we purchased for the public toilet sign and which is now redundant, as he thought this more in keeping.

          i) Cemetery Extension.    The Clerk reported on the difficulty in obtaining funding for this project.     We have planning approval and it would be as well to start work before this expires.  He suggested trying to obtain funds for the construction of the new boundary wall and the provision of the new opening from the existing cemetery to begin with and intended seeking assistance from the District Council.    A Member wondered if S106 money for the former allotments site might be used.     It was agreed to look at this in more detail at the next meeting.

          j) Churchyard Cobbles.  A resident of the churchyard has asked if the cobbles on the footpath leading to the houses could be replaced with gravel, as there are areas where the cobbles are completely missing.   The Clerk has met with the foreman of the team re-paving the High Street and he will provide an estimate of cost.      A member pointed out that the cobbles by St Andrews Lane gate are also poor and need attention and wondered if a faculty will be needed.

28/08  PLANNING MATTERS

0704160  Erect 4 dwellings, 4-6 Dukes Row.

This was the item for which the members of the public had attended and the Chairman invited them to speak first, which they did.     There was general opposition to the scheme and a feeling that the plans were inaccurate and the application form both incomplete and inaccurate.     Three letters from residents were also read and these, too, opposed the application.

Following a general discussion it was proposed by Councillor Poole, seconded by Councillor Mrs Lloyd and agreed to recommend refusal  due to the overbearing effect of the proposed development on the existing cottages and also overdevelopment of the site.  It was furthermore noted that the District Council shows the cottages of ‘ being of local interest’, but members felt that an effort should be made to place the cottages on the Listed Buildings Register and the District Council will be asked to progress this.

The Chairman will attend the Development Panel and speak to this item.

0800146 6 Hatchet Lane – erect replacement dwelling (amended plan)

Councillor Farrer declared an interest in this item, left the room and took no part in the discussion or subsequent vote.

A letter from a neighbour was read.

It was proposed by Councillor Mrs Blair, seconded by Councillor Mrs Hellett and agreed to recommend approval by 5 votes to 1, as being an improvement on the existing.

Councillor Farrer rejoined the meeting.

Tilbrook Sewage Scheme.

An amended plan was received for the treatment works.  This was noted.

b) Former Courtyard Flowers shop, Cromwell Court.

It was noticed that works were underway at these premises and no planning approval had been sought.   The Enforcement Officer is aware and will be visiting the site.

29/08  WORKING PARTIES.  There were no working party reports.

30/08  CORRESPONDENCE

None

31/08  ACCOUNTS

a) The following were approved for payment:

Lightfoot Design             Mandeville Hall plans                      £940.00 inc VAT
Singh (UK) Ltd                Skip hire                                         £129.25   “     “

Robinsons                       Fuel                                                   £7.56    “     “

b) the following were omitted from the minutes of 30 November 2006 and are included here for approval and record:

Robinsons                       Fuel                                                   £8.35  inc VAT

Vision ICT Ltd            Website support                                 £264.96    “      “

Powergen                   Hearse house power                            £18.72   “      “

SLCC                         Annual subscription                            £105.00   no   “

SLCC                           Law manuals                                       £45.20   “     “

AJ & J Button               Daffodil bulbs                                      £47.00  inc   “

Fishers                          Sundries                                            £17.99    “     “

Anglian Water              Allotment water                                  £133.68  no   “

K Fergusons Ltd           Grasscutting                                    £4396.88  inc  “

Payroll costs              Salaries, PAYE,NIC & Pension          £1855.48   no  “

Royal British Legion         Poppy wreaths                                 £33.00    “   “

Kimbolton Traders’ Association         Grant re decorations    £500.00    “   “
Fire Brigade Benevolent Fund          Donation                       £100.00    “   “

c) The Clerk reported on a cheque which had been returned by the bank due to the account upon which it was drawn having been closed and his subsequent efforts to obtain payment.   He asked that the value of the cheque ,£100, be written off, but members asked that one more attempt be made to obtain payment.
32/08 MEMBERS’ POINTS OF INFORMATION
Councillor Seabrook said that the potholes in Easton Road are now deeper than is allowed on the carriageway.

Councillor Poole said that a tree had blown over in the hedge by Catworth Road.

Councillor Mrs Blair is concerned at the use of gas guns for bird scaring.

Councillor Farrer reported a hole in the fence by the Rookery Lane bridge and a hole in the footpath on the bridge in Thrapston Road, on the Castle Gardens side.                    

Councillor Mrs Lloyd said that there was a large pothole on the Causeway, on the lefthand side going towards St Neots.

County Councillor Peter Downes joined the meeting at this point.

33/08  COUNTY COUNCILLOR

Councillor Downes referred to his campaign to keep the Buckden Waste Recycling Centre open .  He said that the decision has been made to close it, but he is proposing an amendment to the budget to

a) keep it open until the new St Neots facility is open, and

b)  to keep it open at weekends only thereafter.

He is proposing this to the District Council as well.

The County Council is proposing that each councillor is allocated £10,000 during the next financial year and this may be spent on the parishes in his/her area, at the councillor’s discretion.

34/08  NEXT MEETING

The next meeting of Council will be held on Thursday 6 March 2008, commencing at 7p.m. at the Fire Station.

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 2115 hours. 
