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KIMBOLTON & STONELY PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES of the Council meeting held at 7.00 p.m. on Thursday,15 February 2007 at the Fire Station, Kimbolton.

25/07  PRESENT Councillors K Hutchinson (in the Chair); Mrs D Gooderham;L Farrer;T Sutton;D Poole;Mrs R Lloyd;P Seabrook  and Mrs D Hellett

IN ATTENDANCE  District Councillor J Gray , C L Thatcher, Clerk to the Council, Mr J Bolderson and two members of the public.

26/07  APOLOGIES were received from Councillor Mrs V Blair, C Ayrton and R Gooderham

27/07 PUBLIC FORUM was not used.

28/07  PLANNING MATTERS

0604043  12 Main Road, Stonely. Retain fence.

It was proposed by Councillor P Seabrook, seconded by Councillor T Sutton and agreed to recommend approval of this application, as being in keeping with surroundings.   Upon being put to the vote this was agreed by 5 votes for and 1 against.

The Clerk reported that the next meeting of the Development Control Panel will include the two applications relating to 6 Easton Rd.  The Chairman said that he would be attending that meeting and that he would report to our next meeting.

Former Allotments, off Constables Leys.   The Chairman reported that the District Council had now approved this development, but had imposed no fewer than 31 conditions on the approval.   One of the conditions was for the retention and protection of the hedge.

District Councillor J Gray joined the meeting at this point.

Discussion took place on the conditions and the possibility of a S106 Agreement regarding the provision of open space.  It seems that, rather than a normal S106, the planners have chosen to write this in as a condition.   It was agreed to write to the District Council asking how this will be provided and the likely amount.

It was further agreed to be asked to be kept informed of any discussions with the developer.

Huntingdonshire Housing Land Availability Assessment

The Chairman said that the planned meeting had been postponed due to snow and the re-arranged date is 1 March.     The Planners are happy to have any comments after tonight’s meeting and will, following their meeting, accept further comments from us, should we wish to add anything.

Councillor L Farrer joined the meeting at this point

The Chairman said that, regarding this parish, 6 sites have been given some consideration.    They had been rated as to suitability by the Planners and, in one respect, suitability had been assessed by closeness to a bus stop – ignoring the frequency, or lack of frequency, of the buses.

Councillors Paul Seabrook and Mrs Debra Hellett left the meeting at this point, took no further part in the discussion and did not vote.

Five of the sites, numbers 2 to 6, were Greenfield sites on the edge of the village.

This Council has already agreed to support the Core Strategy and the expansion of the village onto greenfield sites is contrary to the Core Strategy and will not, therefore, be supported by this Council.

Site 1, however, is a brownfield site.

The Chairman declared an interest in this item, left the room, took no part in the discussion and did not vote.

Councillor Mrs Lloyd in the Chair.

The Vice Chairman said that Site 1 is the slaughterhouse site and the proposals are for 8 dwellings.  Given the notional capacity of the site this could be considered under the Core Strategy as a windfall site and consequently no decision from this Council is required.

Councillor Hutchinson re-joined the meeting and took the Chair.

29/07 ALLOTMENTS

The Chairman invited Mr Bolderson to speak.     Mr Bolderson said that he was not happy with the permission granted for a greenhouse to be sited in the middle of an allotment plot and he would like it placed at the north end of the allotment.

The Chairmen said that this Council had given thought to the siting at a previous meeting and had found the proposal acceptable.

There was considerable discussion as to the merits of having all buildings lined up at one end, vis a vis the traditional allotment  scenario of random siting.

It was finally agreed not to require the owner of the greenhouse to relocate it to the north end of his plot, but, in writing to him to ask him to control his dog, the Clerk would mention to him the disagreement and ask if he would be willing to relocate it.             Council thanked Mr Bolderson for all his work in the allotments and confirmed that they are happy to consult with him on the siting of future buildings.

Mr Bolderson said that there are only four allotments left and having only one water standpipe is proving to be a nuisance.  He asked that an additional connection to the main be made and he has had an offer from Mr Ian Walker to dig out and make ready for connection.   It was agreed to investigate the cost of providing another connection.

Mr Bolderson also drew members’ attention to the untidy and overgrown state of one allotment.  To now it has not been too much of a problem but since there are few allotments left, it is likely that there will be a need to let the adjacent plot and it is hardly fair on the lessee to have to work next to an overgrown plot.  It was agreed to write to the holder of the overgrown allotment requiring him to cultivate the plot.

30/07  MEMBERS’ POINT OF INFORMATION

Councillor Mrs Gooderham said that she had received a complaint about graves in the cemetery being planted.  The complainer thought that they should not have flowers but should be grassed.         Our cemetery regulations clearly state that planting is allowed, but the moment this ceases to be maintained, the grave will be grassed.        Members decided to look at the graves during the annual ‘walkabout’.

Mrs Gooderham also said that the streetlight on Newtown near the cemetery is faulty.

31/07  NEXT MEETING

The next meeting of Council will be the normal monthly meeting to be held next Thursday, 22 February, 2007 commencing at 7 p.m. in the Fire Station.

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 2115 hours.


