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KIMBOLTON & STONELY PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES of the Council meeting held at 7.00 p.m. on Thursday, 15 January 2009  at the Fire Station, Kimbolton.

01/09  PRESENT: Councillors K Hutchinson (in the Chair); Mrs R Lloyd; D Poole; T Sutton; Mrs D Hellett; R Gooderham; L Farrer; P Seabrook and Mrs V Blair.

IN ATTENDANCE County Councillor P Downes; C L Thatcher, Clerk to the Council and one member of the public.

02/09  APOLOGIES were received from Councillors C Ayrton; Mrs D Gooderham and District Councillor J Gray.
03/09  PUBLIC FORUM   Mr Waddams spoke of the poor parking in the High Street, particularly in the area outside his house, where people often parked on the footpath.    He had written to the County Council asking if they would consider installing bollards to prevent parking on the pavement.  The County Council said that they would be prepared to do so, but only if someone else covered the cost, estimated at £1305.    Mr Waddams asked whether this Council would be prepared to pay for half the cost and he would pay the other half.

Councillor Poole questioned whether bollards were appropriate and wondered whether double yellow lines would not be better.  Councillor Mrs Lloyd agreed and said that she did not want to see more street clutter.

Councillor Seabrook joined the meeting at this point.

Councillor Seabrook said that parking on the pavement there had been the norm for years, particularly when the shop was operating, and there had been no problems.  He felt that, if there were now problems, then the police should enforce the law.  He reminded members that this Council has fought against double yellow lines in the High Street and said that, if there is an accident, it needs addressing and if a vehicle is causing an obstruction then the police should be notified.

Councillor Gooderham said that perhaps double yellow lines from the Vicarage to Grass Yard might be appropriate.

Councillor Mrs Blair joined the meeting at this point.

The Chairman said that we have always avoided double yellow lines, but agreed we should ask Highways to look at the feasibility and whether they considered there was sufficient problem to justify them.

This was proposed by Councillor Mrs Lloyd, seconded by Councillor Poole and agreed.

The Chairman added that he was concerned at any suggestion that the Parish Council should fund this and Councillor Seabrook said that, while writing, we should ask why no double yellow lines have ever been pained in the bus stop area at the Main Rd/Easton Rd Stonely junction.

04/09  COUNTY COUNCILLOR

Councillor Downes said that both he and Councillor Seabrook have spoken to County Highways about gritting the parish’s roads and Richard Kingston, the Area Highways Engineer, has agreed to meet with Councillor Downes.   It was suggested that both Councillor Seabrook and Councillor R Gooderham should attend this meeting and Councillor Downes will arrange a suitable date.    

Other topics that could be discussed are resurfacing, passing areas,road lining,ditches and verges.

Councillor Seabrook also mentioned a particularly large pothole that had appeared in Easton Road, near to Easton.

POLICING

Councillor Seabrook reported on his attendance at the Neighbourhood Watch meeting held at Buckden.  He said the future intention was to hold three-monthly rural meetings, rather than one meeting for towns and rural areas.

He referred to e cops, which, apparently, is not linked to Countryside Watch.

The Clerk reported receipt of a list of local crimes over the past month received from PCSO Carol Corn.   Members noted the increase in crime in the village, particularly burglaries and wondered what action was being taken by the police. Carol Corn, our PCSO visits the village regularly, but rarely is there a visit by a regular officer.  The Clerk to write to the police and ask.
The Clerk reported receipt of an e mail from Mark Greenhalgh, who has now been appointed sector Inspector at St Neots.

Lorrywatch has now ceased and ‘Speedwatch’ is being introduced from 28 January.  The suggestion is that Speedwatch will be manned by people (civilian volunteers) from outside the parish who will record the registration numbers of speeding vehicles, the owners of which will then receive a letter from the police.

It is reported that a meeting is proposed to take place in Kimbolton soon, regarding distraction burglaries. No further information is to hand but the Clerk will seek details from Carol Corn.

Councillor Downes left the meeting at this point.

05/09  MINUTES of the meeting held on 4 December 2008 were read, approved and signed as a true record of that meeting.

06/09  MATTERS ARISING

a) High Street.    The Clerk reported on the meeting between Councillor Ayrton, Mr Chris Allen and Mr Neil Orr of the District Council and himself, to point out the imperfections in the paving.  He read a letter subsequently received from Mr Allen in which he confirmed that some imperfections were due to the use of natural stone and that the District Council would continue to monitor the work done.  He had already arranged for the cracked slabs by the War Memorial to be replaced, and this had been done.

It was therefore agreed to now pay the balance of £10,000 that this Council had promised towards the work.

There is still some concern regarding the way in which water is retained on the surface of the slabs by the War Memorial, causing slipperiness, and it was agreed to write to Mr Allen and express our worries that someone might be injured in a fall there if nothing is done about it.  Perhaps sealing the surface might be the answer?

b) Mandeville Hall.  The Chairman said that he has attended a meeting of the Mandeville Hall Committee yesterday at which the Agreement for the extension for the Youth Club was signed by the Chairman of the Committee.    He said the Committee were considering that, when the extension is being built, there might be an opportunity to make other improvements, such as moving the toilets.

The Clerk reported that the Youth Leader, Leisl Conradie, had now left to take up an appointment at a university.

c) Notice Board.   The Clerk had been unable to contact Councillor Mrs Gooderham to ascertain the address of Mr Gordon, since he does not appear in the phone book, so there was no progress on this.

d) Community Service Workers.  Councillor Mrs Blair has met with Revd Ron Frost  and she thought that there would be enough work to keep the workers going for a whole weekend.       The church toilets could be made available to them.    She wondered if our Groundsman could be involved in some way, as there were no doubt some areas of the village that could do with help.  Councillor Gooderham said the Workers had to work as a group. Councillor Mrs Blair will speak with the Groundsman.

e) Fence.      A quotation for replacing the fence was presented to the meeting and this was for a post and rail fence costing £3000 to £4000.  Members thought this was not what they envisaged and had expected a quotation for a chain link fence. Councillor Gooderham took the quotation and will speak with the Scouts representative.

f) Cemetery Cottage.  The Clerk reported receipt of the samples of roof tiles from the builder and has notified the Conservation Officer that they are available for her inspection.    Once these are approved and the window and door detail forwarded to Conservation last July is approved, work can start.

g) Cougars FC.       Members discussed the drawing provided by John Lightfoot and felt that this was a reasonable starting point.   They were, however, still of a mind that provision should be made for a pavilion suitable to serve use of our own land and possibly, if they want, the Cricket Club.
It was agreed that the Clerk should seek funding and try to obtain an indication of cost of a pavilion, rather than just a changing room.  He would also again ask the Cricket Club whether they could be interested in part use of a building.

Councillor Seabrook said that if we delay we may lose the funding already promised.

h) Churchyard Footpath.  The Clerk has written to the Conservation Officer, as required by the Diocese, and awaits a reply.

i) Metal Detectors.  Councillor Seabrook said that he had raised this because he had caught someone using a detector on the football pitch and feared that people might dig holes in pitches.

He proposed that metal detecting on Council land be not allowed.  This was seconded by Councillor Mrs Blair and agreed.

k) Freedom of Information Policy.

The Clerk presented the details of the policy required to be adopted by the Information Commissioner.   A model scheme which lists the information a local council may be expected to hold and routinely release should be adopted without modification and this, together with a completed guide to information should be made available on a website or on notice boards.
It was proposed by Councillor Mrs Blair, seconded by Councillor Mrs Lloyd and unanimously agreed to adopt the model scheme without modification and to promote the adoption by advertising it on our website.

07/09  PLANNING MATTERS

The following applications were considered:

0803379  Wright’s Farm, Tilbrook Rd, Kimbolton – erect detached garage, car ports and store.           

Councillor Hutchinson declared an interest in this and the next application, vacated the Chair, left the room and took no part in the discussion or vote.

Councillor Mrs Lloyd in the Chair.

Councillor Farrer declared a personal interest in this and the next application.

It was proposed by Councillor Mrs Hellett, seconded by Councillor R Gooderham and agreed to recommend approval, but to point out to the Planning Authority that the whole of the hedge along the frontage with the B645 had been ripped out, contrary to the Hedgerow Regulations 1997.

0803385  Wright’s Farm, Tilbrook Rd, Kimbolton – extension.
Councillor Seabrook said that he didn’t like the fact that the proposed extension was not at right angles to the property and he proposed that a lesser footprint would be better and would not significantly detract from the style.

However, upon being put to the vote, with the proposer being Councillor Poole, seconded by Councillor Farrer, the application was recommended for approval by 6 votes to 2.

Councillor Hutchinson returned to the meeting and took the Chair.

0803474   8 Ashfield, Kimbolton – extension.

It was proposed by Councillor Sutton, seconded by Councillor Farrer and agreed to recommend approval.

0900018  28 East St,Kimbolton – internal alterations.

It was proposed by Councillor Mrs Hellett, seconded by Councillor Sutton and agreed to recommend approval.

The Clerk read letters of objection relating to the applications in respect of 17 Hatchet Lane, Stonely and 51 Constables Leys, both of which were dealt with last month.

08/09  REPORTS

a) Working Parties.   No reports.

b)  Representatives on Outside Bodies.    No reports not dealt with elsewhere in these minutes.

09/09  CEMETERY EXTENSION

The Clerk reminded members that the planning approval for the extension expired in April this year.  He suggested that efforts should be made to make a start on the works so as to preserve the approval and had, in anticipation of this, obtained a price for constructing sections of the wall which is to form the northern boundary.   Councillor Seabrook was concerned that we did not embark on additional expenditure, given the level of our commitments and the Chairman thought that we would not be able to commence work anyway until all the pre-commencement conditions had been met.
The Clerk will investigate the conditions and will enquire of the cost of simply opening the wall which divides the extension from the existing cemetery, to form the entrance and laying a section of pathway.    Members thought that steps should be taken now to arrange the consecration of the land and the Clerk will also investigate this.

10/09  CORRESPONDENCE

Letter from the Licensing Officer at Huntingdonshire District Council enclosing a questionnaire regarding taxis in Huntingdonshire.  Essentially the query is whether we were happy with the regulation and limitation of taxi licenses or whether we thought a more open system preferable.  Members were of the view that economics would self-regulate those operating taxis and there should be no limitation imposed on licence numbers.
Letter received from a lady requesting burial of her husband in Kimbolton and payment of fees at the residents’ rate, rather than the non-residents’ rate.  Neither she nor her husband had been residents of the parish but had had an association with it.  It was agreed that the published charges be adhered to in this case.

Correspondence with the Chairman of the Governors of Kimbolton School and the Bursar relating to retrospective planning applications submitted by the School.    

11/09  ACCOUNTS

The following were approved for payment:

Hunts District Cl.   Balance of Council Tax Cemetery Cottage   £342.00 no VAT

Anglian Water.              Allotment water                                       £65.21   “     “

G R Dixon                  Internal Auditor fee                                    £60.00   “     “

Robinsons                  Fuel etc                                                   £56.31 inc VAT

MHB Services Ltd        Streetlight mtnce                                   £87.30   “     “

Fishers                         Sundries                                                £16.53   “     “

Payroll costs               Pay, NI Tax, pension refund expendit.£2048.65  “     “

12/09  IT WAS RESOLVED to exclude the Press and the Public from the meeting for the discussion of the next item in accordance with Section 100 of the Local Government Act 1972.
To consider tenders for the Mandeville Hall extension.

Councillors K Hutchinson and L Farrer declared personal and prejudicial interests in this matter, left the room, did not take part in the discussion and did not vote.

Councillor Mrs Lloyd in the Chair.

Councillor Mrs D Hellett declared a personal interest.

The Clerk gave details of the tenders received, which had also been circulated and there was discussion on the merits of each.

It was finally proposed by Councillor Sutton, seconded by Councillor R Gooderham and agreed that the tender of Messrs CS Fox of Winwick, be accepted.

Councillors Hutchinson and Farrer re-joined the meeting and Councillor Hutchinson took the Chair.

13/09  MEMBERS’ POINTS OF INFORMATION

Councillor Farrer said that the new water supply to the allotments should be provided by Anglian Water soon and he wondered whether members wished the supply to be piped to a tap at the top of the allotments.  This could cost in the region of £550.      It was agreed to place this on the agenda of the next meeting.

Councillor Poole asked when the streetlight at the end of Park Lane would be replaced.  The Clerk explained that a quote for the power supply was still awaited from EDF Energy.

Councillor Mrs Lloyd asked that the footpath between Ashfield and Tudor Court be swept.

Councillor Gooderham wondered if a salt bin could be provided in Castle Gardens.

14/09  NEXT MEETING

It was agreed that the next meeting be held at the Fire Station, Kimbolton on Thursday 12 February, 2009, commencing at 7 pm.

Here being no further business, the meeting closed at 2230 hours.
