   KSPC

KIMBOLTON & STONELY PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES of the Council meeting held at 7.00 p.m. on Thursday, 16 April 2009  at the Fire Station, Kimbolton.

41/09  PRESENT: Councillors K Hutchinson (in the Chair); Mrs R Lloyd; Mrs D Gooderham; D Poole; T Sutton; R Gooderham; P Seabrook and L Farrer.

IN ATTENDANCE  County Councillor P Downes; District Councillor J Gray and C L Thatcher, Clerk to the Council.

42/09  APOLOGIES were received from Councillors Mrs D Hellett;C Ayrton and Mrs V Blair.

43/09  PUBLIC FORUM was not used.

44/09  MINUTES of the Council meeting held on 12 March 2009 were read, approved and signed as a true record of that meeting.

45/09  MATTERS ARISING 

a) Mandeville Hall/Youth Club.  Work was well under way, with the walls of the building being almost to eaves level.

b) Community Service Workers.   In the absence of Mrs Blair, this matter was deferred.

c) Fence        A quotation has been received from Mr Holyoak in the sum of £1917.00, this being for materials, with parents undertaking the work.

The point was made that a decision was reached at the February meeting to donate £250 to the Scouts (and it was proposed by Councillor Seabrook, seconded by Councillor Poole and agreed that this be simply a donation, for no specific purpose) and Standing Orders prevent re-visiting a decision within six months.  Furthermore there is concern that money may not be available, should either of the two building projects currently underway overrun in cost.  It was therefore agreed by 4 votes to 1, with 2 abstentions, that the donation of £250 should stand but the request from the Scouts for further funding be considered again later in the year, when Council expenditure commitments are known.

      d)  Cemetery Cottage   The internal works at the cottage were progressing 

           well, sanitary ware and kitchen fittings had been purchased and were 

           being installed.  It is hoped the works will be complete by the end of May.

e) Pound Lane Changing Accommodation.   Nothing further to report on this

at present, though a meeting with the Cricket Club will be arranged.

f) Churchyard Footpath.   Nothing to report further.
g) Policing.  The Clerk read the report received from PCSO Corn on offences in the parish over the past month.   It was noted that there had been a number of burglaries and vehicle offences.

Councillor Farrer joined the meeting at this point.
h) Cemetery Extension.  The Clerk reminded members that it would be necessary to make a start on the work very soon if we are not to lose the planning approval.  Councillor Farrer said that he had hired a digger to undertake work on the allotments bonfire area and the new water supply to the allotments and would be able to commence earth works for footpaths in the cemetery extension next weekend.   This was agreed.
46/09  PLANNING MATTERS

The following application was considered:
0900284  Manor House, Grass Yard, Kimbolton.  Attic conversion, balcony and relocation of conservatory.

Proposed by Councillor Mrs Lloyd, seconded by Councillor Sutton and unanimously agreed to recommend approval.

CORE STRATEGY

The Chairman said that the Planning Inspector had held an examination into the Core Strategy and a decision is awaited.

County Councillor P Downes joined the meeting at this point.

47/09  REPORTS

No Working Party meetings had been held, though a meeting of the Cemetery Cottage Working Party will be held at the Cottage on Saturday morning.

No meetings of Outside Bodies had been attended, though the Mandeville Hall Committee was meeting tonight.

48/09 COUNTY COUNCILLOR

Councillor Downes said that he was still trying to keep the Buckden tip open at weekends, but this was proving to be more complicated than he had thought, due to the cost of disposal of materials.   Landfill costs were now £40 per tonne plus VAT.   There is a proposal to levy a £3 charge per visit, but members of the public can still dump rubbish at Alconbury without charge, though it costs more in fuel to get there.
Attempts are being made to improve public transport arrangements into Cambridge and there is a possibility of government funding, but this would come with agreement for a congestion charge.

District Councillor J Gray joined the meeting.

County Councillor P Downes left the meeting.
49/09  DISTRICT COUNCILLOR

Councillor Gray said that there had been complaints about clay pigeon shooting opposite Vicarage Farm.    This was allowable up to 28 days per annum without planning approval.

He referred to consultation on the Regional Spatial Strategy and said that one of the rearguard actions could potentially mean more housing being directed this way.   Alconbury airfield is suggested for a new ‘mini town’ but the District Council thinks other places in Cambridgeshire are more appropriate.

An on-line survey is being undertaken and he will send a link to the Clerk.

50/09  CORRESPONDENCE

An invitation from Kimbolton Scouts to visit their headquarters was received. Members confirmed that they would like to accept and arrangements will be made.
An invitation was also received from the Bursar of Kimbolton School for members to visit their new teaching Block.  Members appreciated the invitation and were happy to accept.

Circular from the County Council on Waste Mineral Disposal.

51/09  ACCOUNTS

The following were approved for payment:

C & S Fox Ltd  Stages 1 & 2 Mandeville Hall                         £20262.08 inc VAT

Stilton & Partners    Stage 1 Cemetery Cottage                       £5000.00 no     “

Howdens Joinery PLc   Kitchen and flooring                            £4343.06 inc    “

Hunts DC          Planning condition fee Mandeville Hall               £25.00  no   “

J Richardson     Decorating Cottage Stage 1                           £1500.00   “     “

Dunelm               Shelf and fittings                                                  £5.50 inc   “

Robinsons               Fuel                                                                 £5.92  “     “

Hunts DC              Cemetery rates & Cottage ½ yr tax               £879.84  no  “

MHB Services       Streetlight mtnce                                             £87.30  inc  “

ICCM                     Subscription                                                    £80.00  no  “
G Caress              Cemetery Work 2008/9                                £1572.00   “   “

Hunts DC          Building regs approval Mandeville hall               £707.25 inc “

Trade Plumbing Co Ltd   Electric radiator                                    £245.13   “   “

Fishers                             Sundries                                                  £6.84   “   “

Payroll costs          Pay,NI,Tax and Pension April                     £1922.55  no  “

B & Q                     Door furniture Cottage                                    £32.36  inc “

1st Kimbolton Scouts            Donation                                         £250.00  no  “

Homebase                            Cabinet – Cottage                             £28.68 inc “

ACCOUNTS FOR 2008/9

The Clerk presented the accounts for last year to the meeting.   Following questions, it was agreed to accept the accounts and the Statement of Governance was read, following which the Chairman signed the Annual Return.

The accounts will now be made public and members of the public will have an opportunity to inspect them, following which they will be audited.

52/09  MEMBERS’ POINTS OF INFORMATION

Councillor Farrer said that he had confirmed that steel is acceptable for goal posts and he asked members whether he might be permitted to erect goals at Pound Lane. Members thanked Councillor Farrer and asked him to go ahead.

Councillor Gooderham asked the Chairman, as representative to the Mandeville Hall Committee, to ask the Committee to consider not letting the Hall to the Young Farmers.  He said that, once again, the paths had been covered in beer bottles and rubbish.

He also suggested that the Council considered obtaining a credit card for the Clerk to use for Council purchases. This will be placed on the agenda for a future meeting.

Councillor Mrs Gooderham said there was a large pothole in the High Street near to Olivers shop.

Councillor Poole said that a paving slab was protruding in the pavement outside Montagu House.

He wondered whether arrangements were in hand to reclaim the pool table now that the former Youth Club building appeared to have been sold.

Councillor Seabrook said that he would not be able to attend the annual meeting next month, but that he would like to remain on the same Working Parties if possible.

Councillor Hutchinson said that he would not be seeking re-election as Chairman and he thanked everyone for their help during his time as Chairman. He offered drinks following the meeting.

53/09  NEXT MEETING

The next meeting of Council , the annual meeting, will be held on Thursday 14 May 2009 at the Fire Station, commencing at 7 pm.

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 2145 hours.        
