KSPC

KIMBOLTON & STONELY PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES of the Council meeting held at 7 p.m. on Thursday 16 December 2010  at the Fire Station, Kimbolton.

183/10  PRESENT: 
Councillors Mrs R Lloyd (in the Chair); Mrs D Hellett; T Sutton; P Seabrook; Mrs J Stainer and L Farrer.

IN ATTENDANCE:  District Councillor J Gray, C L Thatcher, Clerk to the Council and 4 members of the public.

184/10  APOLOGIES were received from Councillors K Hutchinson; D Poole; Mrs S Hawkes; R Gooderham and County Councillor P Downes.

185/10  PUBLIC FORUM

Jon L. advised of the progress he had made in obtaining prices for a Skate Park. The cost could be between £31,000 and £39,000 for a Park covering an area of 6m x 20m and this would provide basic equipment.  Should the area be extended to 6m x 25m then that would provide enough space for a small street course.
It would be necessary to set up a small committee of youngsters, say 4 or 5, to progress this for grant aid and the Clerk will liaise with Jon.

The Chairman made it clear that this Council would be unlikely to be able to offer much in the way of funding, due to pressures on its income and the fact that the cost of the Skate Park very nearly equals a year’s income to the Council.

The Bursar of Kimbolton School, Mr Edward Valetta, was present to inform members of the School’s proposals for future development.

He said that an application would be made for a building of similar size to a double garage to be sited near to Duchess Walk and used for motor mechanics.

He circulated pictures and said an application would be made in the New Year.

The all weather pitch was being used by Huntingdon Ladies’ Hockey Team and the lack of changing facilities was causing problems.  He hoped to apply for the temporary siting of a Portakabin type building to the rear of the swimming pool to provide changing facilities.

At the Prep School there is a need for a small Portakabin near to the adventure playground to be used for one-to-one tuition.

Further into the future, he hoped that it might be possible to site solar panels on the swimming pool roof and, dare he say it, a small wind turbine for school use only, to be located by the lighting pylons near Duchess Walk.

The roof of the computer room, near the library, could be used for photo-voltaic cells.

The subject of the bollards was glossed over!

Councillor Gray joined the meeting at this point.

186/10  MINUTES of the meeting of 18 November 2010 were read, approved and signed as a true copy of that meeting.

187/10  MATTERS ARISING

a) Police.  The crime report for the parish was read and showed 3 dwelling burglaries; 1 non-dwelling burglary where the offender was caught; 1 stolen motor vehicle; 4 thefts from vehicles and 1 theft from person.  There was additionally a suspicious vehicle seen in the area and  plain clothes patrols by police were mounted.

b) We now have a new police officer covering this area and that is PC Kersten Richmond.  She is supported by PCSOs Carol Corn and Alan Newman.

c) Cemetery Extension.  A further quotation for pathways has been received and the three quotations received will be placed before Council at the January meeting for consideration.

d) Car Parking.  Paul Bland had accepted our invitation to attend our meeting and will come along in January.    Members said that the areas they would like him to talk about were car parking, both on and off street; conservation; maintaining the infrastructure of the village – shops etc and S106.
e) Youth Club.     Posters had been received advertising the Youth Club and the dates of operation and activities being undertaken.  That said, according to the posters the Youth Club should have been operating tonight, but it is in darkness.. The Clerk will attempt to find out what has happened.
f) Skate Park.   This item was dealt with under the Public Forum.

g) Mandeville Hall.  A request has been received from Mr Max Hartley, Chairman of the Mandeville Hall Committee, for a grit bin by the car park entrance.   It was proposed by Councillor Seabrook, seconded by Councillor Sutton and agreed that a bin be provided at this Council’s expense so long as the County Council is prepared to site it there and the Mandeville Hall Committee will be responsible for the maintenance of it and the spreading of grit.

188/10  COUNTY COUNCILLOR.  Councillor Downes had given his apologies and sent a message to say that there was no change from last month, in that the County Council will not be having a council tax rise and is still looking at how to make the required cuts.

189/10  PLANNING MATTERS.

The following applications were considered:

1001795   24 East St, Kimbolton .  Repair rear bedroom.   It was proposed by Councillor Sutton, seconded by Councillor Farrer and unanimously recommended for approval.

1001201  Bicton Windfarm – additional information.    Noted.

1001828  
14 Tollfield.  Single storey orangery extn. It was proposed by Councillor Seabrook, seconded by Councillor Mrs Hellett and agreed to recommend approval.

1001857  Old Ford House, Old Ford Lane – extension & garage conversion.  It was proposed by Councillor Seabrook, seconded by Councillor Mrs Hellett and agreed to recommend approval.

1001858  42 High St, Kimbolton. Demolish rear extn & sheds; new extn;demolish garage & wall to form garden room.  It was proposed by Councillor Seabrook, seconded by Councillor Sutton and agreed to recommend approval.

1001765  Stonely Hall Cottage, 20 Hatchet Lane, Stonely – additional info. It was proposed by Councillor Seabrook, seconded by Councillor Sutton and agreed to recommend approval.

1001979  Clancarty House, 23 High St, Kimbolton – install wood burner fire in hobbies room.  It was proposed by Councillor Seabrook, seconded by Councillor Farrer and agreed to recommend approval subject to the EHO and Building Control Officer being satisfied as to the height of the flue and that there will be no smoke pollution for neighbours. 
  Should a higher chimney be needed then this would have a detrimental effect on surroundings.
Ongoing Planning Matters.

Crown House.  The Clerk reported that an e mail had been received from the Planning Dept informing that ‘the outstanding information requested has not yet been received by the Planning Dept and the property owner has been advised to submit an application’.  This will be chased in the new year if not received.

The Clerk has written to Steve Ingram as required and has complained about the way these outstanding matters are being handled.  No reply has been received to date.
190/10  YOUTH CLUB

The current situation was reported earlier in these minutes.  Clarification of the operation of the Club and numbers attending will be sought.

191/10  REPORTS

a) Working Parties.  None

b) Representatives to Outside Bodies 

Kimbolton School.   Councillor Seabrook said the Governors had met, but the Bursar has already reported.   The Dining Hall extension is to go ahead and there will be no Saturday school from next September.

Mandeville Hall.    The Committee has met but neither the Chairman nor Councillor Seabrook were able to attend and Councillor Poole is not present tonight.
192/10  CORRESPONDENCE

A letter received from the Environment Agency notifying a Flood Forum to take place on 3 March 2011 from 6.30 pm and inviting representatives.   Councillor Farrer said that he would attend.

The Clerk reported information on courses in health and safety for handling power tools and thought it would be very useful if our Groundsman attended one.  The successful completion of the course will result in a certificate confirming attendance and competency from a health and safety point of view.      Courses cost around £250 and last for one day.  The organisation running them is based in Kettering and would be prepared to conduct the course on our premises.

Councillor Farrer said that the course could be of use to him and his employee and requested details.

It was proposed by Councillor Seabrook, seconded by Councillor Sutton and unanimously agreed to provide the course for our Groundsman.

193/10  DISTRICT COUNCILLOR

Councillor Gray said that the budget was being considered at depth in the District Council.  The Chief Executive is to take early retirement on 31 August 2011 and two other senior staff will be made redundant in March.    The severance pay amounts to 36 weeks’ wages.

The cuts needed will be severe because in relation to the Rates Support Grant, the District Council will, in four years, have to find £1.5M more than expected.     For the moment Council Tax has been frozen.

Regarding windfarms, the Cotton Farm appeal has been allowed with temporary permission being given for 25 years for 8 turbines and ancillaries.     

194/10  ACCOUNTS

The following were approved for payment:

 MHB Services                   Streetlight mtnce                                   89.19 inc VAT
Tony Sutton                 Plants for war memorial                              18.00    “     “

Fishers                           Groundsman sundries                              12.32    “     “

Robinsons                              Fuel                                                  20.95    “     “

Screwfix Ltd                        Workgloves                                          74.84    “     “

Vision ICT                      Part annual website fee                           310.91   “     “

SLCC                             Annual subscription                                 135.00   no  “

Payroll costs                Pay, NI, PAYE & Pension                        1974.88    “   “

195/10  MEMBERS’ POINTS OF INFORMATION
Councillor Farrer noted that a number of footpaths had cracked or were lifting due to the cold weather and wondered whether the County Council would be making repairs.

Councillor Mrs Hellett said that a streetlight was out on Stonely Green.

Councillor Mrs Stainer referred to the notices placed at the Pound Lane field regarding dogs and that dogs were walked on the cricket pitch.

196/10  CLERK’S HOURS OF WORK.

This item was deferred until the next meeting, so the Council did not go into closed session.

197/10  NEXT MEETING

The next meeting of Council will be held on Thursday 20 January 2011 at the Fire Station, commencing at 7.pm.

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 2125 hours. 
