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KIMBOLTON & STONELY PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES of the Council meeting held at 9.55 p.m. on Thursday 16 September 2010  at the Mandeville Hall, Kimbolton.

 129/10  PRESENT Councillors Mrs R Lloyd (in the Chair); R Gooderham; K Hutchinson; L Farrer and Mrs D Hellett.

IN ATTENDANCE District Councillor J Gray, C L Thatcher, Clerk to the Council and around 180 members of the public.

130/10  APOLOGIES were received from Councillors P Seabrook; Mrs S Hawkes; Mrs J Stainer; D Poole and T Sutton.

131/10 PLANNING APPLICATION

1001201  Erection of 4 Wind Turbines and ancillary works at Bicton, Kimbolton.

The Chairman introduced the item and explained that she has reasons for being against the proposal.

She thought that the visual impact of the turbines would have a highly detrimental effect on the many listed buildings and the conservation area and that the Northern Wolds would be spoilt by these industrial scale edifices.

The Chairman also thought that there were health implications, particularly the noise effect on residents and the pupils at the two schools both within 2 km of the site.  She had concerns about the effect on wildlife and was extremely concerned about construction traffic and, ultimately, decommissioning.

She also had doubts about the overall benefit of power supplied by wind turbine technology, given its poor efficiency.

Having read every letter sent to the Council concerning the proposal and having listened to everything said, she thought it would be a crass decision if she were to go against the views of the vast majority.    Accordingly, she was coming out very strongly against the proposal.

Councillor Hutchinson said that he remained unconvinced by the arguments generally for the windfarm.    He asked ‘Why this site’?  There must be other sites with less impact on the landscape and listed buildings etc.
The applicant has failed to take into account Huntingdonshire District Council’s SPD which very clearly states that turbines should not be sited along the valley crest above Kimbolton (one of the few places mentioned in the SPD) and proposes that they be placed in exactly that position.   They also breach the requirements of the SPD in other areas, such as the number of turbines appropriate for the Northern Wolds.

Councillor Hutchinson therefore proposed that the application be rejected, for the above reasons.

Councillor Farrer said that he had kept an open mind until a short time ago.  He agreed with the need for more generating capacity and that we all needed to do something ‘to keep the lights on’.      Turbines will help to stop the lights going out and help to prevent global warming but there must be many better places to put them which would be less harmful.   Everyone must do their bit to help in future.

Councillor Mrs Hellett seconded Councillor Hutchinson’s proposal and in doing so said that she had indeed an open mind about wind farms, but this location is totally wrong and access is poor.

Councillor Gooderham said that everything had been said.  He likes to think of himself as being a bit green but this is not the right place, it is out of scale and would have a most harmful effect on the historic buildings.

Upon being put to the vote the decision to recommend refusal of the application was unanimous.

132/10  NEXT MEETING

The next meeting of Council will be held in the Fire Station, Kimbolton commencing at 7 pm on Thursday 30 September 2010.

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 2215 hours. 
