 KSPC

KIMBOLTON & STONELY PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES of the Council meeting held at 7.00 p.m. on Thursday, 17 April 2008  at the Fire Station, Kimbolton.

62/08  PRESENT  Councillors K Hutchinson (in the Chair); Mrs R Lloyd;Mrs D Gooderham; Mrs D Hellett; L Farrer; D Poole; and P Seabrook

IN ATTENDANCE  C L Thatcher, Clerk to the Council; PC Neil English and PCSO Carol Corn

63/08  APOLOGIES were received from Councillors T Sutton; R Gooderham; C Ayrton ; Mrs V Blair; District Councillor J Gary and County Councillor P Downes.

64/08  PUBLIC FORUM was not used.

65/08  MINUTES of the meeting of 27 March 2008 were read, approved and signed as a true record of that meeting subject to the following alterations:

60/08 Para 3. Councillor Poole said that only 3 of the remaining 6% were bearing motorcycle number plates, not all 6%.

60/08 Para 4.   Councillor Mrs Lloyd pointed out that she had said that the ‘Kimbolton’  sign needed cleaning, not replacing.

66/08 POLICE   The Chairman welcomed and introduced PC Neil English, who has taken over the area vacated by Russell Simpson.    PC English explained that he was required to cover 18 parishes so was not likely to be a very visible presence. He would, however, be in the area whenever his duties permitted and also attend our meetings, should they coincide with his duty times.  He was also the leader of the Search Warrant Team so was often called away to undertake other duties and, in addition, the shift pattern which had now been imposed upon him meant that at weekends he would most likely be deployed to the St Neots area.
PC English answered questions posed by members. 

PC English and PCSO Corn left the meeting at this point.
67/08  MATTERS ARISING

a) High St.   The Clerk said that a meeting was held at which the HDC representative agreed to complete the re-paving of the whole of the area around the War Memorial and that slabs would be ordered accordingly.  He had thought that work would have re-started by now, but presumed that the slabs were still awaited.

b) Churchyard Cobbles.   The Clerk said that he had written to Highways pointing out the poor state of the entrance to the churchyard and suggesting that this was Highway land. He had asked whether Highways would make the necessary repairs.
c) Cemetery Cottage.     The Working Party had met at the cottage and agreed which works they would like to see undertaken, subject to cost.  The Clerk will seek costings from builders and will chase the Loss Adjuster over the details of the strengthening to the walls.

d) Mandeville Hall/Youth Club    The Chairman has not yet had an opportunity to arrange a meeting with the Mandeville Hall Committee representatives.

e) Planters.  Nothing further to report at present.

68/08  PLANNING MATTERS

         0800872/873  13 Thrapston Rd. Install new door and internal alterations.

         It was proposed by Councillor Mrs Hellett, seconded by Councillor Mrs Gooderham and unanimously agreed to recommend approval.

         0800371    6 Easton Rd, Stonely – Retention of garage.

         It was proposed by Councillor Seabrook, seconded by Councillor Farrer and agreed by 5 votes to 1 to recommend approval.  Councillor Hutchinson abstained.

         0801066     6 Easton Rd, Stonely   Retention of stables.

         It was proposed by Councillor Mrs Hellett, seconded by Councillor Farrer and agreed to recommend approval, by 5 votes to nil, with Councillor Hutchinson abstaining.

Barclays Bank ATM.

No further news on a date for installation, but Councillor Gray has kindly written to Barclays expressing the support of the community for the ATM and, indeed, for the presence of the bank.       Councillor Seabrook is attempting to find old photographs which show the façade of the bank as it used to be.

Planning Inspector’s Reports

Reports have been received on appeals relating to the Old School House, Grass Yard, which was allowed, and The Ranch, Hatchet Lane, which was disallowed.

Both of these decisions were in accord with the decisions of this Council.

69/08  WORKING PARTIES.

Environmental Strategy.

Councillor Mrs Lloyd said that a meeting had been held and various options discussed.  Amongst these were a wildflower meadow, a pond with weir near the Butts Bridge and 100% bio-degradable bags supplied by the shops.  She had spoken with some shopkeepers and they were in support.

70/08  FISH AND CHIP VAN

The Chairman reported upon complaints he had received from traders about the space being taken up by the van and upon a letter received from Mr Wadhams, who had suffered parking on the pavement in front of his house.  Mr Wadhams had asked whether he could place bollards on the path to prevent parking.
It was felt that the latter problem had been removed, now that the van parks outside the bank and members were not keen to see bollards placed on the path.  This was in any event a Highways matter.

It was accepted there was little that could be done to prevent the van from trading in the High Street – not that members wanted to prevent it trading – as licensing was no longer required.  Members agreed that the Clerk should write to the trader and ask whether she would consider commencing trading later, say at 5 p.m. rather than 3 pm, or whether she needed to be in the High Street at all. It was thought that now that she is reasonably well established it did not matter whether she continued to trade from that position or anywhere else in the village, people would still seek her out.

71/08  CORRESPONDENCE

Request for headstone for the late Peter Ralph.  This was agreed.

Request for headstone for the late Catherine Lorraine Lunn. Agreed.

CPALC letter regarding subscription renewal and their requirement that members budget for training, attend training at least every two years and send a representative to Association meetings.  It was agreed to note these requirements and to renew the subscription.
Copies of letters from residents to Highways about the poor state of the footpath in Hunters Way, which resulted in one resident’s fall, badly injuring herself.  It was agreed to ask Councillor Downes to follow this up.

May Bank Holiday refuse collection dates.

Notification of our failure to achieve funding in the Small Scale Environment Bids for an interactive road sign in Stonely. 

Letter on Post Office Closures in Cambridgeshire from the leader of the County Council urging that details of proposed closures be released in confidence to the County and District Councils before the public announcement scheduled for 8 July, thus giving those councils an opportunity to respond.

Agenda for Development Control Panel meeting of 21 April.

72/08  ACCOUNTS

The following were approved for payment:

Huntingdonshire District Council    Balance of re-paving cost  £10,000.00 no VAT

Mandeville Hall                        Hire for Annual meeting                   £20.00  “     “

CPALC                                     Annual subscription                       £380.42  “     “

MHB Service Ltd                       Streetlight mtnce                            £89.19  inc  “

G Caress                                  Cemetery work                            £1449.00  no  “

ICCM                                          Subscription                                   £75.00   “   “

Robinsons                                           Fuel                                       £17.42  inc “

Huntingdonshire DC           50% Council Tax Cemetery cott.         £568.40  no “

E On                                      Streetlight power 2007/8                 £1227.31  inc “

Moore Stephens                            Audit fee                                    £569.88  “    “

Staples Ltd                     Laminator & pockets, paper etc                  £95.38  “    “

Payroll costs                     Pay, PAYE,NIC & Pension April           £1869.42  no “

Platinum Telecom                 Phone & fax                                       £39.62 inc VAT 

73/08  MEMBERS’ POINTS OF INFORMATION

Councillor Farrer said that neither bridge had yet been repaired – the footway of the Thrapston Rd bridge and the fencing at the Rookery Lane bridge.  The Clerk said that he would chase the County Council.

Councillor Mrs Gooderham referred to the matter of the dangerous dogs previously reported and said that the police had now been informed.

Councillor Mrs Lloyd said that the reflectors on the ditch side of Park Lane had all been knocked over.

Councillor Seabrook said that a resident of Stonely, Mrs Butlin, had cleaned the road signs.  It was agreed to write to Mrs Butlin thanking her for her public spirited action.

74/08  NEXT MEETING

It was greed that the next meeting of Council will be held on Thursday 8 May 2008 at the Fire Station.  This will be the annual meeting at which nominations for Chairman, Vice Chairman and working parties will be sought.

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 2206 hours.
