    KSPC

KIMBOLTON & STONELY PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES of the Council meeting held at 7.00 p.m. on Thursday, 17 May 2007 at the Fire Station, Kimbolton.

66/07 PRESENT Councillors K Hutchinson (in the Chair); Mrs R Lloyd;R Gooderham; Mrs D Hellett; T Sutton; D Poole; P Seabrook; Mrs V Blair and L Farrer. 

IN ATTENDANCE C L Thatcher, Clerk to the Council.

67/07  APOLOGIES were received from Councillors Mrs D Gooderham and C Ayrton; County Councillor P Downes and District Councillor J Gray.

68/07  ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN

It was proposed by Councillor P Seabrook, seconded by Councillor D Poole and unanimously agreed that Councillor K Hutchinson be elected Chairman for the year 2007/8.

69/07  PUBLIC FORUM was not used.

70/07  MINUTES of the Council meeting of 26 April 2007 were read, approved and signed as a true record of that meeting.

71/07  MATTERS ARISING 
a) High Street Paving.   The Chairman reported that Councillor Gray had told him that it was likely that the funding for this project would be in the 2007/8 budget and that the start time would be July or August, with completion in 16 weeks. The layout will be cobbles by the buildings, then the footpath, then further cobbles to the kerb.

b)  Bus Shelter.   Due to work commitments, Councillor Farrer had not been able to make any further progress on the shelter.

c) Vicarage Coach House.  The Clerk said that he had sent a letter to the Planning Dept and a reply is awaited.

d) Mandeville Hall.  Nothing had been heard from Kim Renkin, but the Clerk read a letter received from Steve White of the County Council, the contents of which caused members some concern as to whether the promised £60,000 would remain available to the village.   It was therefore decided to instruct John Lightfoot to proceed with drawing plans for an extension at the Mandeville Hall in which to accommodate the Youth Club.

This was proposed by Councillor Seabrook and the expenditure was unanimously agreed.  

Councillor Lee Farrer joined the meeting at this point.

e) War Memorial.  The Clerk said that he was still awaiting news from the 

 District Council as to their proposals and the likely cost.

He also mentioned receipt of a quotation in the sum of some £375 for repairs to the flagpole in the churchyard, from Jack Boatman.  Councillor R Gooderham said that the flagpole had been given to the church and it was agreed to seek the views of the PCC regarding repairs and, indeed, payment for those repairs.

f) Cemetery Memorials.     The Clerk said that he had had the Hellett family broken headstone repaired and taken advice from the memorial masons on the other broken stones.  It was their suggestion that, given the poor state of the headstones, some of which were illegible, it would be as well to simply lay them flat and leave them in situ, particularly as it did not appear that there were any surviving family in these cases.

The matter of the holly hedge alongside the cemetery extension was raised, as it appears that someone had been taking cuttings from the hedge.  No-one was aware of any trimming being done to the hedge.

The groundsman is to be asked to trim around the graves in the churchyard.

g) Community Action Scheme.  Councillor Mrs Lloyd has received a letter from Conquest Oil in which they suggested providing some funds, perhaps around £150 in value, towards play equipment a seat or a tree and asked that a plaque be provided. Councillor Mrs Lloyd will negotiate with them.

72/07  PLANNING MATTERS

0701283  Gardeners Cottage, Grass Yard.  Erect garage/studio.  It was proposed by Councillor R Gooderham, seconded by Councillor T Sutton and unanimously agreed to recommend approval, this being an acceptable minor amendment.

0701138  25 Main Rd Stonely. The major areas of concern related to the serpentine way and the loss of trees.   Members thought that the serpentine way should be retained in existing form, rather than as a ‘gazebo’ and were concerned that the position of the new driveway was not clear from the plan, therefore it was not possible to be sure which trees were to be effected.  This being a conservation area permission for any tree work should have been sought.

It was proposed by Councillor R Gooderham, seconded by Councillor P Seabrook and unanimously agreed to recommend refusal for the above reasons.

73/07 WORKING PARTIES

a) Pound Lane  A proposal was made that a goal/wall unit be purchased for youth to be sited at Pound Lane.  It was proposed by Councillor Seabrook, seconded by Councillor Farrer and agreed to meet with the youths on 31 May to discuss with them which unit they would prefer, then to present prices to the next meeting of Council so that an order may be placed.

  Councillor Farrer said that he had spoken with Geoff Bichener regarding the spreading of the soil.  It was decided to write to Geoff Bichener and ask when a working party will be arranged to spread the soil and to purchase the remaining 60 tonnes of soil for that date.

b) Playgrounds.   Work is underway to erect the new Multiplay unit and discussion turned to the provision of facilities for teenagers, as mentioned in a) above,.   It was agreed to make use of the money being held against Halls Meadow to fund the purchase of equipment.

c) Cemetery Cottage.  Councillor Poole reported on the working party meeting.   It was agreed to seek quotations for undertaking all the work identified as being necessary and then to decide upon priorities. In the meantime, the yew tree in the garden needs trimming and the ivy removing from the walls.  The groundsman will be asked to do this.

     A second quotation will be requested for the secondary double glazing

     And consideration be given to purchasing a log burning stove for the

     lounge.    Nothing further yet heard from the loss adjusters regarding the  

     subsidence.

74/07  
ELECTION OF VICE CHAIRMAN

It was proposed by Councillor D Poole, seconded by Councillor Mrs V Blair and unanimously agreed that Councillor Mrs R Lloyd be elected Vice Chairman for the year 2007/8.

75/07  CHAIRMAN’S ALLOWANCE

It was agreed that the Chairman’s Allowance remain at £200 for the current year..   

76/07  WORKING PARTY MEMBERSHIP

The following was agreed:

Allotments   Councillor Mrs D Gooderham; J Bolderson (co-opted)

Burial          Councillor K Hutchinson;Mrs D Gooderham and Mrs P Parratt (co-opted)

Dog Fouling   Councillor R Gooderham

Footpaths      Councillors Mrs R Lloyd and D Poole

Grounds and Car Parking       All members

Playgrounds    Councillors Mrs V Blair and T Sutton

Lighting          Councillors L Farrer, K Hutchinson and D Poole

Planning, Structures and Supervision of Property:  All members

Trees          Councillors Mrs V Blair,R Gooderham and T Sutton

Pound Lane: All members

Cemetery Cottage    Councillors Mrs D Gooderham,D Poole, Mrs R Lloyd and L Farrer.

Councillor Seabrook  commented on the need to respond to planning applications within the 21 day deadlines given and upon the length of our meetings.  He proposed that dates of Council meetings be revised and that they follow a three-weekly cycle with effect from 28 May 2007.  This was seconded by Councillor Mrs Blair and agreed.  The first such meeting will therefore be on 7 June 2007.

77/07 REPRESENTATIVES TO OUTSIDE BODIES

CALC                   Vacancy

Civil Protection     Councillor R Gooderham

Mandeville Hall Committee   Councillor K Hutchinson

Parochial Charities    Councillor K Hutchinson and Mrs V Ralph (co-opted)

Parson Latham’s Charity   Councillor C Ayrton

Police Liaison                    Councillor P Seabrook

Youth Club                         Councillor D Poole

Kimbolton School Governors        Councillor P Seabrook

78/07  CEMETERY FEES

It was agreed to revise fees with effect from 1 July 2007, the new scale being that published on the website.

79/07  RENT OF CEMETERY COTTAGE

It was agreed to increase the rent to £365 per calendar month with effect from 1 July 2007.

80/07  REVISED MODEL CODE OF CONDUCT

The Clerk reported on the revisions to the Code, details of which had been circulated.

It was proposed by Councillor R Gooderham, seconded by Councillor D Poole and unanimously agreed to adopt the revised code with effect from 1 September 2007 and to include Section 12(2).

Councillor Mrs V Blair left the meeting at this point.

81/07  CORRESPONDENCE

Letter from Charlotte Wilson of Lorrywatch saying that she has authorisation to pilot the Scheme in this area, initially for one year.   She asks that a co-ordinator be appointed for the area.   Councillor Poole had foolishly expressed interest in this and was consequently elected as Co-ordinator for the Scheme.

RoSPA Play Area Safety Inspection report.

COPE newsletter

Letter from Kimbolton Cricket Club regarding damage being caused by vandals and requesting a donation towards the upkeep of the roadway.  It was agreed that funds were not available for this at present and the Club be advised accordingly.

CALC meeting agenda for 23 May.

Letter from Police re ‘e-cops’.

Circular from HDC copying a letter re the Seeking of Sustainable Health Services for the People of Huntingdonshire.

Jointly Funded Minor Improvement Schemes 2008/9 Bidding Round.

82/07  ACCOUNTS

Accounts for payment are being deferred until the end of the month.

83/07  MEMBERS’ POINTS OF INFORMATION

Councillor R Gooderham asked about progress on allotment water.  The Clerk said he was awaiting a plan of the area and would then re-submit the application for a quotation.

Councillor Mrs Lloyd said that the streetlight outside Maurice Close was on all day.

Councillor Seabrook said that nothing had been done about the subsidence in Stow Road.

84/07  NEXT MEETING

The next meeting is the ‘walkabout’ on 31 May and afterwards will now be 7 June and 28 June.

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 2253 hours.

