
KSPC

KIMBOLTON & STONELY PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES of the Council meeting held at 7 p.m. on Thursday 18 November 2010  at the Fire Station, Kimbolton.

164/10  PRESENT  Councillors Mrs R Lloyd (in the Chair); K Hutchinson; P Seabrook; R G Gooderham; D  W Poole; Mrs D Hellett; T Sutton; Mrs S Hawkes; Mrs J Stainer and L Farrer

IN ATTENDANCE County Councillor P Downes;  C L Thatcher, Clerk to the Council plus one member of the public.

165/10  APOLOGIES were received from District Councillor J Gray.

166/10  PUBLIC FORUM was not used.

167/10  MINUTES of the Council meeting of 28 October 2010 were read, approved and signed as a true record of that meeting.

168/10  MATTERS ARISING from the minutes:

a)  Trees.  The Clerk said that the cemetery tree had not been finally tidied up as Mr Kidman was awaiting specialists who were able to climb to the top.  Mr Kidman had attended another tree at the Clerk’s request, this tree having fallen across the footpath from Constables Leys to Halls Meadow.   Whilst there he had noted four ash trees which were dead and needed felling. The Clerk asked for approval for this work to be undertaken.   It was proposed by Councillor Seabrook, seconded by Councillor Mrs Hellett and agreed to remove the dead trees.  There was one abstention.
b)  Policing.   No report has been received.  The Clerk reported that he had sent a letter of thanks to the Divisional Inspector regarding the assistance given by PCSO Corn and her colleague on traffic control on Remembrance Day.

Councillor Peter Downes arrived at this point.

c) Cemetery Extension.   The Clerk said that he now had two quotes for the pathways and awaited a third.

Councillor Farrer offered to review the quotes received to see if they sounded reasonable for the work to be done.

d) Car Parking.  Nothing to report on this except the Clerk had invited Mr Paul Bland of HDC to come along to a meeting and had, so far, been unable to agree a date. Members agreed to ask Mr Bland to attend our January meeting.

e) Youth Club.  Councillor Poole and the Clerk both visited the Youth Club before this evening’s meeting.  They reported that there were two new Youth Leaders and three youngsters.     The Club will be operating until 16 December and then, in the New Year, until the February half term.    The Youth Leader was hopeful of increasing the number attending and was going to ask his office to produce some posters/flyers for distribution, advertising the existence of the Youth Club.
f) Skate Park.  Jon, the member of public present, was invited to speak by the Chairman and he said that he had determined that the hard surface could be supplied by the manufacturer of the equipment.   He needed to know what space was available so that the amount of equipment needed, and therefore the cost, could be known.  He was still awaiting a response from HDC’s Advisor.

Members agreed that a site meeting to decide upon the space that could be made available would be useful and agreed to meet at Pound Lane at 2 pm on Saturday 27 November.

169/10  COUNTY COUNCILLOR

Councillor Downes said that the County Council’s Cabinet will be making an announcement of their budget on 14 December.      It looks bleak all round and all departments will be cutting services to some degree or another. It is very depressing.

The possibility of capping of Precepts will not apply to Parish and Town Councils before 2012/2013 and then probably not  to Councils of our size.

There is a proposed change to planning regulations. Normally, for a change of use a planning application is required, but the government is currently consulting on the possibility that anyone wanting to set up a Free School will not be required to obtain planning permission.    That would also mean that there is no need for a traffic impact assessment.         The consultation document is available at www.schools@communities.gsi.gov.uk until 10 December.

Councillor Seabrook asked whether there would be cuts to County Council managerial staff. Councillor Downes confirmed that lots of their jobs would go.

Councillor Downes left the meeting at this point.

170/10  PLANNING MATTERS

a)  The following applications were considered:

1001692  26 Hatchet Lane Stonely – single storey rear extension; two storey side extension.

It was proposed by Councillor Gooderham, seconded by Councillor Sutton and agreed to recommend approval.  There was one abstention.

1001765  Stonely Hall Cottage, 20 Hatchet Lane, Stonely – erect side extension.

It was proposed by Councillor Mrs Hellett, seconded by Councillor Mrs Hawkes and unanimously recommended for approval.  
b) Ongoing planning applications.

Crown House chimney

The Clerk reported that the detail awaited by the Enforcement Officer had now been received.    Councillor Hutchinson asked why this was taking so long and recommended that a letter be sent to HDC Planning Dept asking that question.  This was agreed.

George House wall.

The Clerk said that the Enforcement Officer was suggesting that, as nothing could be done over the winter period because of frosts, he would see if the work had been done by 1 June 2011 and, if not, then take enforcement action.  Members felt that enforcement action could be taken now, with a deadline for completion of 1 June and the Clerk was instructed to write to HDC accordingly.

Stonely Cottage,Serpentine Walk

The Clerk has written to HDC reminding them of the condition attached to the development and has yet to receive a reply.  It was agreed to write hastening a response.

Regional Spatial Strategy

Councillor Hutchinson said that the decision to do away with the east of England Plan had been challenged in court and the government was found to have acted illegally..  Accordingly the Plan still stands and is forming a part of development plans, though government has announced its intention to scrap it and can appeal.
171/10  YOUTH CLUB

The Clerk said that he had received a quote amounting, including hire of the hall, to £2609.10 to run the Youth Club for a year.  This represented payment for two Youth Leaders plus an amount for central administration, based on a 39 week year.  It would be necessary to sign a Service Level Agreement with the County Council and there were still some matters to be finalised.

Members thought that the cost was reasonable but were very concerned at the low numbers attending.   To pay effectively £1000 per child each year was not acceptable.  It was pointed out that the club had only restarted today and more youngsters were expected to attend.  A lack of advertising was considered to be the major problem.

It was agreed to consider supporting the Youth Club subject to numbers increasing. Members wished to see the Youth Club advertised extensively over the next few weeks and  the Youth Leaders make an effort to increase numbers. 

They will again consider the question of funding at future meetings and this will be dependent upon results.

172/10  CHURCH CLOCK

The Clerk read the letter received from Revd Lancaster and the letter from Smiths of Derby.
Councillor Gooderham said that he winds the clock and it appeared to be in good order and was keeping good time.  It may be that parts are wearing, but wouldn’t it be as well to wait and see what happened and then get quotations from other companies?

Councillor Seabrook said that the real point was that this Council was being asked to pay for something that was not its responsibility.  We already donate money equivalent to the routine annual maintenance of the clock and he doubted that we could afford to pay more, given the calls on our funds at present.

It was agreed to advise the PCC that, although we are happy to continue paying for the routine maintenance, we regret we are unable to assist further.

173/10  CPALC MEMBERSHIP

The Chairman said that she had received a letter from CPALC asking Council to consider again becoming a member of CPALC.   The letter set out the benefits of membership, the cost of which exceeded £400 pa.

It was proposed by Councillor Seabrook, seconded by Councillor Sutton and unanimously agreed to take no action.

174/10  REPORTS

Dog Fouling.    The Clerk reported that several of the notices put up have been torn down.
Community Service Workers.    The Community Payback team have been to the village again and undertook work in the churchyard and at the Mandeville Hall.

Road Works.  Members were pleased that Pound Lane had been resurfaced – although a complaint had been received from a member of the public – and agreed that their thanks be accorded to Tony King of Highways Dept for his continuing assistance in the village.

175/10  CORRESPONDENCE 

Circular from Bedford BC regarding consultation on the Chelveston proposed windfarm.

Circular from HDC regarding their scheme for regulation of food outlets, using the “scores on the doors” system
Letter from the Environment Agency advising of their intention to undertake works to the river in Stonely.
E mail from John Lightfoot of Kimbolton Cricket club thanking Council for re-surfacing Pound Lane.

Circular regarding the sustainable Communities Act.

Notification that EDF Energy, suppliers of our streetlight power, have handed this over to UK Power Networks.

176/10  DISTRICT COUNCILLOR

Councillor Gray was unable to be present tonight due to a Cabinet meeting at Hunts District Council.

177/10  ACCOUNTS

Proposed by Councillor Gooderham, seconded by Councillor Mrs Hellett and agreed that the following be paid:

CGM Ltd                     Grasscutting                                              700.45 inc VAT

C L Thatcher      Contribution towards resurfacing Pound Lane  100.00  no   “

Arthur Ibbett Ltd       Gate post, cement etc                                   74.02 inc   “
Robinsons                 Fuel & Oil                                                     33.80   “    “

Anglian Water              Allotment water                                         28.37  no   “

E On                          Hearse house & streetlight power               51.84  inc   “

MHB Services            Streetlight maintenance                              89.19   “     “

Royal British Legion          2 x wreaths                                          33.00   no  “

Payroll costs               Pay, PAYE/NIC & Pensions                   1974.88   “   “

A D Tibbett                       Phone credits                                        20.00   “    “

178/10  BUDGET 2011/2012

The Clerk had previously circulated his thoughts on next year’s budget and members had considered those.   There was acknowledgment that work on the cemetery extension needed to get underway, due to the lack of remaining space, but concern at the likely cost. 

Nevertheless, after considerable discussion, it was agreed to proceed on the basis that income would be as expected and expenditure should include an allowance of £15,000 for the start of work on the cemetery.
179/10  PRECEPT 2011/2012

As a result of above considerations, it was proposed by Councillor Poole, seconded by Councillor Seabrook and agreed that the precept for next year should increase by 3%, to £49650.00.

180/10  CLERK’S CONTRACT

It was agreed to exclude the Press and Public from this item in accordance with the provisions of the Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960.

The Chairman said that the Personnel Working Party had met and considered the wording of the Clerk’s contract, which had now been agreed by the Clerk and she recommended that this be approved by Council.   This was agreed and the Chairman and Clerk signed the contract.

181/10  MEMBERS’ POINTS OF INFORMATION

Councillor Mrs Stainer said that a 30 mph sign on Park lane was obscured by vegetation.

Councillor Mrs Hawkes was concerned at the poor parking of vehicles on Thrapston Road.

Councillor Mrs Hellett said that the streetlight on the bridge at Stonely Green is out.

Councillor Seabrook said that the tree on Stonely Green is overhanging the road and needs trimming.     He also said that the sign on the Green needs refurbishing.

Councillor Gooderham was very concerned at the poor parking on the occasion of the School fireworks display and the fact that someone had taken it upon themselves to cone off the B645 preventing access from Stonely into Kimbolton.

182/10  NEXT MEETING

It was agreed that the next meeting be held at the Fire Station on Thursday 16 December 2010 and that the January meeting therefore be brought forward by one week, to 20 January 2011. 

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 2207 hours.

