 KSPC

KIMBOLTON & STONELY PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES of the Council meeting held at 7.00 p.m. on Thursday, 19 June 2008  at the Fire Station, Kimbolton.

104/08  PRESENT:  Councillors K Hutchinson;Mrs R Lloyd; Mrs V Blair; P Seabrook; R Gooderham; Mrs D Gooderham; T Sutton; Mrs D Hellett; D Poole and L Farrer.

IN ATTENDANCE County Councillor P Downes; District Councillor J Gray and 5 members of the public.

105/08 APOLOGIES were received from Councillor C Ayrton.

106/08  PUBLIC FORUM

A resident of Dukes Row expressed concern that there may well be another planning application for development of part of the gardens of some of the cottages and said that residents have applied to have the cottages listed. There appeared to be no Cambridgeshire representative for English Heritage and so there had been no action on their request.  They had contacted the Head Office in London but they could offer no information on when the application might be considered.  The residents asked for the support of the Parish Council.   Members agreed to support the application for listing but were unsure how they could help immediately.  The Clerk said that he had already raised it with the Conservation Section who did not consider that the row of cottages were particularly unique and were not inclined to intervene.

Councillor Jonathan Gray joined the meeting at this point.

107/08 COUNTY COUNCILLOR

Councillor Downes had to leave to attend another meeting and the Chairman agreed to deal with County matters now.

Amongst those raised were street signs; bus timetables; the charge made in respect of travel to school by bus for Longsands children and the state of Newtown road surface.   Councillor Downes offered to take up those matters.
Councillor Peter Downes left the meeting at this point.

108/08  MINUTES of the meeting of 29 May 2008 were read, approved and signed as a true record of that meeting with the following exception. Councillor Mrs Lloyd said that she had withdrawn reference to the Butts under Members’ Points of Information and it was agreed that this should be deleted.

109/08  PLANNING MATTERS (PART I)
The Chairman said that, as those members of the public were waiting for the item on Kimbolton School Sports Pitches and Artificial Pitch he would deal with that now.

0800759  Kimbolton School Pitches – Additional Information.

The Kimbolton School Bursar, who was present, explained the reason for the additional information which had been provided at the request of the Planning Officer.  The application itself had not yet been considered by the District Council.

The Clerk read out a letter of opposition to the application and a resident present outlined his reasons for objecting.

The Clerk pointed out that the reasons why this Council had recommended refusal of the application at the 27 March meeting were
‘an unacceptable change of use of the land in the historic setting of Duchess Walk and a Grade 1 listed building plus an unacceptable impact on the environment and residents’, this due to a lack of car parking and noise and light pollution.       The Chairman indicated that the additional information now presented did nothing to address those concerns.    In his view the proper course of action would be to simply note the report.

The Bursar said that car parking would be within the grounds of the school except on Sundays when the school gates would be closed and teams using pitches then would have to find elsewhere to park.

Councillor Farrer considered that a further vote on the application should be taken, particularly since a number of members were not present at the March meeting.

The Clerk pointed out that decisions of the Council should not be reconsidered within six months unless additional information had later been brought forward which caused the Council to believe that the earlier decision was incorrect.

Councillor Mrs Blair agreed.  She said that in her view it would be totally wrong to re-consider this application now, as our earlier objections had not been addressed.
Councillor Farrer nevertheless proposed that the application dealt with in March be again considered.  He was supported by Councillor Seabrook who seconded this and, upon the vote being put, it was carried by 6 votes for, to 4 against.     

The decision having been made to reconsider, Councillor Mrs Lloyd said that although she was not in favour of that, she now had concerns about her previous vote to refuse the application, as she thought that the issues of noise, light and car parking – though not Duchess Walk – had been dealt with.  

Councillor Seabrook said that many years ago Duchess Walk was overgrown scrub and the laying of the grass will help to turn the clock back to when it was parkland.

Councillor Farrer therefore proposed, and Councillor Mrs Hellett seconded, that the application be approved in the light of the additional information provided.,though there was still some concern about parking on Sundays.  Upon being put to the vote this was carried by 7 votes to 3 and it was agreed at the suggestion of Councillor Gray that a condition be added that a clear and satisfactory planting scheme should be delivered to return the land to parkland.

POUND LANE

Whilst on the subject of the Pound Lane area, a member of the public asked for support for the Cricket Club in the provision of a decent surface.

Councillor Seabrook said that the roadway must have the status of a footpath or bridleway and the County Council should be required to maintain it.

It was proposed by Councillor Mrs Lloyd that Councillor Downes be asked to assist.
110/08  MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES

a) High Street.

The Clerk has had a reply from Huntingdonshire District Council regarding repairs carried out to the new paving, to the effect that HDC cannot require the ‘utilities’ to repair to the standard we would wish.  This can only be done by the County Council and they have written accordingly to County Highways.

b) Mandeville Hall.  The Clerk said that he was delighted to report that Huntingdonshire District Council had agreed to grant £25,000 towards the cost of the extension.  This, when added to the initial £60,000 from the County Council, plus another £5000 promised by them, would bring us close to the money required for the job.

He asked that he be allowed to approach the architect who had drawn up the plans and ask him to produce a specification against which the builders can quote.   This was agreed.

The Chairman said that there is a meeting of the Mandeville Hall Committee next Wednesday, 25 June and he had arranged with the Chairman for representatives of this Council to attend.  He suggested arriving at 8.30 p.m. and asked for those interested in attending with him.  Councillors Mrs Hellett; T Sutton and P Seabrook plus the Clerk will attend.

c) Cemetery Cottage.   The Clerk has met with the architect at the cottage and a specification for works is being drawn up.  Once this is received he will obtain firm quotes and supply the information to Conservation for their approval.

d) Churchyard Cobbles.    It is expected that the repair of the cobbles outside the gate will take place in July and the re-laying of the path will be done when the work to the cottage is completed, so that one delivery of chippings can be made for both jobs.

e) Planters.      The Clerk has now received the invoice from the District Council in the sum of  £665.87,being 25% of the cost of the improvement works to the War Memorial.     Members were concerned at the cracks and pulled joints in the woodwork and asked that these be rectified before payment is made.

f) Councillor Mrs Blair said that she has ordered planters from a company in Dorset at a cost of £334.65.  It was agreed to confirm her action.

111/08  PLANNING MATTERS (PART II)

0801635  2A Newtown Lane.  Erect conservatory.
It was proposed by Councillor Mrs Lloyd, seconded by Councillor R Gooderham and agreed to recommend approval.

0801066  6 Easton Road, retain stables – Corrected Plan.

It was agreed to make no further comment on this.

The Chairman advised that the East of England Plan had now been adopted.

Kimbolton Preparatory School Car Parking

The Clerk read a copy of a letter from the Bursar to the Planning Officer confirming discussions held with them regarding an extension to the car park at the Prep.School, which would involve using the gate created for the builders of the school as the entrance and the egress would be through the existing gate.

As a part of this proposal the School were suggesting the moving of the ‘school’ sign to the west of the school 100 metres further towards Tilbrook.   Members thought that it would be a good opportunity to convert this to a flashing sign.

The Clerk has written to the Highways Dept regarding these proposals and the traffic generated by the school to ask for consideration of a mini roundabout at the Butts junction plus a left turn lane from the B660 onto the B645 at that location. 

The School’s application will no doubt be made formally and considered by this Council in due course.

112/08  WORKING PARTIES

Environmental Strategy.
Councillor Mrs Lloyd produced a report for Council and said that she had talked to traders about using paper bags.  Some already do and others are considering changing.

113/08  CORRESPONDENCE

The Clerk referred to e mail correspondence with the District Council about the amenity land off Hunters Way.     It seems that the householder adjacent to the land had originally offered a 1 metre width of his front garden to enable the access, which is only the width of the footpath, to be widened.  In return he then wanted 1 metre width added to his rear garden.     Apparently he now wishes for a 4 metre width strip plus a post and rail fence with a 5 bar gate instead of a close boarded fence.

Members felt that an access of only the width of the footpath could be sufficient and agreed to request the District Council to cease negotiations and insist on a close boarded fence without a gate being put back in the original position..

A letter has been received from St Andrew’s Church requesting assistance with the cost of insuring the church as, according to the church, some Parish Councils do assist in this way.

Members felt that they could not undertake this and pointed out that we already pay for the maintenance of the clock, the flagpole and the churchyard and recently had to find a considerable sum for the box tombs.  

Letter from County Bridges Dept advising that the mesh fencing by Rookery Lane is not something they maintain.  They have been asked to take it up with Highways.

Correspondence with HDC Legal Dept re transfer of land off Hunters Way.

Circular re flood risk assessment and request for information on areas liable to flood i.e. field drains, ponding water after rainfall etc.  Agreed to take no action.

Letter from Ashfield resident re tree to rear of property on Halls Meadow. Agreed to ask Trees Officer of HDC to re-assess.

Letter from Jonathan Gray regarding expansion of HMP Littlehey.

Reply from Parson Latham’s Hospital. Placing our request before Trustees on 10 June.

Jointly funded minor improvement schemes 2009/10.  Agreed to seek funding for flashing signs on Main Rd Stonely and pelican crossing on Thrapston Rd. 

114/08  NOTICE BOARD FOR STONELY

It was agreed to seek prices for a notice board to be placed in Stonely.

115/08  CAR PARKING.

It was agreed to defer consideration of this until the next meeting.

116/08  PLAQUE

It was agreed to provide a plaque for the bus shelter commemorating Councillor Farrer’s efforts in its provision.

117/08  ‘RINGFENCED’ ACCOUNTS FOR PLAYPARK 
Following consideration it was decided to take no action on this.

118/08  ACCOUNTS

The following were approved for payment:

Huntingdonshire District Council        25% of war mem.costs       £665.87 no VAT

Robinsons                                     Fuel and oil                                £21.52 inc   “

Anglian Water                               Allotment water                          £94.84  no   “

K Fergusons Ltd                            Grasscutting                          £4610.08 inc   “

Fishers                                            Sundries                                  £45.95   “     “

MHB Services Ltd                          Streetlight mtnce                      £89.19   “     “

Cranborne Stone Ltd                    50% cost of planters                £167.32   “     “

Payroll.                             Net pay, PAYE/NIC/Pension              £1869.42  no   “              

119/08  MEMBERS’ POINTS OF INFORMATION

Councillor Mrs Blair said that the holly hedge alongside the cemetery looks in poor condition at the far end and appears to have been eaten by muntjacs.

Councillor R Gooderham said that he had been enquiring about the use of Community Service people and thought that we could use them in the village.

It was agreed to place this on the next agenda and to receive ideas as to their useage for 2/3 days. Apparently they are able to provide their own equipment.
Councillor Mrs Gooderham asked for a list of current allotment holders.  The Clerk will provide. She expressed concern at the state of some allotments, where seed from long grass is effecting adjoining allotments.  The Clerk will write to the holders.

A further problem is with the bonfire which should be restricted to allotment holders and for allotment materials only.   The Clerk will place a notice there.

A water tank with a ballcock is required at the top of the allotments.  It is hoped that this would suffice as it is a much cheaper option than an additional supply.

The churchyard is looking a mess with the rosebeds needing weeding.   The Clerk will ask the Groundsman to attend to these.

Councillor Mrs Lloyd said that there was an area within Maurice Close that was overgrown.  This is the responsibility of Minster Housing.
120/08  NEXT MEETING

It was agreed that the next meeting will be held on Thursday 10 July 2008 at the Fire Station but, because Richard Probyn and a colleague will be attending at 7 p.m.to talk to us on conservation matters, it was agreed to commence the meeting at 8 p.m.
There being no further business, the meeting closed at 2215 hours.
