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KIMBOLTON & STONELY PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES of the Council meeting held at 7.00 p.m. on Thursday, 1November 2007 at the Fire Station, Kimbolton.

176/07  PRESENT  Councillors K Hutchinson (in the Chair);Mrs R Lloyd;Mrs D Gooderham;Mrs V Blair;Mrs D Hellett;D Poole;P Seabrook and L Farrer.

IN ATTENDANCE County Councillor P Downes and C L Thatcher, Clerk to the Council.

177/07 APOLOGIES were received from Councillors C Ayrton; T Sutton; R Gooderham and District Councillor J Gray.

178/07  PUBLIC FORUM.

There were no members of the public present.

179/07  MINUTES of the Council meeting of 11 October 2007 were read, approved and signed as a true record of that meeting, subject to the addition of 
‘ Members had noted that the repaired milestone was now in position’ as a final sentence to item 174/07.

180/07  MATTERS ARISING 

a) Bus Shelter.  Councillor Farrer said that he was almost there and little remained to be done.  Members expressed their thanks to Councillor Farrer and his team for undertaking the work and thought that it looked very good.

b) Mandeville Hall.  The letter from the Mandeville Hall Committee regarding the Youth Club was noted.  The Chairman said that he had spoken with the Chairman of the Mandeville Hall Committee and proposed that further discussions are held between representatives of the Committee and this Council.

County Councillor Peter Downes arrived at this point.

     Members commented upon the standard of cleaning of the Hall and complaints from users which had been made to them.   They appreciated the difficulty in obtaining cleaners and the cost, but did think that a periodic deep clean by a specialist company would be appropriate as there is danger of business being lost to the Hall.  

The letter from Mr C Robinson complaining of the events which took place at a recent hiring of the hall, where teenagers were drunk and causing a nuisance, was read.     Members sympathised with Mr Robinson and agreed that this behaviour was unacceptable.  The Clerk will write to the Mandeville Hall Committee asking that they try to ensure that there is no repeat of that behaviour and that the hirer on that particular evening is not permitted to hire again.

c) Barclays Bank ATM.  The drawing of the proposed new window was shown to members.  Nothing more had been heard about the timescale for installation.

d) Tree Planting.   It was agreed to defer this item until the next meeting, when Councillor Sutton will be able to be present.

e)  Development Control Panel.  The Chairman reported on his attendance at the Panel and that the application for the Old School in Grass Yard had been refused because of the dormer windows.

f) Huntingdonshire District Council’s Call Centre

Several members and the Clerk have had problems in receiving an answer within a reasonable timescale and in speaking to the person they wished to speak to, since the introduction of the Call Centre.  The Chairman had spoken to Councillor Gray about his own problems and had received an e mail from him stating that all calls are logged and he would investigate.

181/07  COUNTY COUNCILLOR

Councillor Downes said that, following on from the reference to the Youth Club, he is to meet the Youth Leader next week to discuss progress.
He had not forgotten about the bus timetables and bus stop sign .  This was referred to specifically in Council as an example of how their aspirations are fine in theory but are not delivered on the ground.

The County Council has rejected the petition regarding Buckden Recycling Centre, despite it having 4362 signatures.

Councillor Peter Downes left the meeting at this point.

182/07 PLANNING MATTERS

The following application was considered:

0703259  20 Hunters Way – extension.

There was discussion on this and the final proposal from Councillor Mrs Lloyd, which was seconded by Councillor Mrs Hellett, was that the application be refused due to overdevelopment and loss of car parking space.

This was carried by 5 votes for, 1 against and 1 abstention.

An agenda was received for the next Development Control Panel, In November, and it was noted that there were no matters for discussion that effected the Parish.

183/07  WORKING PARTIES

a) Pound Lane.   Nothing to report.
b) Playgrounds.    It was agreed to seek insurance payment for the damage caused, since it is likely to be far more expensive to repair that had been thought, due to the need to replace safety surfacing.

c) Environmental Strategy.    Councillor Mrs Lloyd reported on this meeting and had produced a document which she circulated to members.   She wondered about the possibility of providing a skip for village use.  It was agreed to hold a Working Party meeting prior to the next Council meeting. 
184/07  CEMETERY COTTAGE
The Clerk reported that the tenant had vacated the cottage.  He was no further forward in obtaining a grant nor in finalising what may be available from the insurers, as he still awaited a reply from the loss adjusters.   He will chase the loss adjusters again and see whether English Heritage can provide a grant.

In the meantime, the Working Party will visit and inspect the cottage on Saturday 3 November at 9 am.

185/07  CORRESPONDENCE

 Confirmation from HDC that they are willing to contribute towards planters for the War Memorial, if we wish to purchase them from a Garden Centre.
Circular about Youth Bank Funding Workshop at Great Shelford on 16 November.

Luminus Group newsletter.

CALC bulletins

186/07  ACCOUNTS

The following were approved for payment:

Huntingdonshire D C  Planning app. Fee Mandeville Hall   £265.00 no VAT

Smith of Derby           Church clock annual maintenance    £175.08 inc   “

Robinsons                   Fuel                                                    £21.10  “     “

Fishers                        Sundries                                             £95.15  “     “

MHB Services Ltd       Streetlight mtnce & repairs               £231.26  “     “
BT                               Phone & fax                                        £98.62  “     “

Payroll costs               October                                           £2062.36  no  “

187/07  MEMBERS’ POINTS OF INFORMATION

Councillor Mrs Gooderham asked whether a notice could be provided for the allotments, to the effect that the fire is for the use of allotment holders only.

Councillor Seabrook said that there were now more potholes in Easton Rd, to the north of Priory Farm.

Councillor Mrs Gooderham referred to the wholly ineffective repairs which had been made to some only of the potholes around the village.

Councillor Mrs Lloyd said that the streetlight by Maurice Close was mis-timed.

188/07  NEXT MEETING

The next meeting of Council will be held at the Fire Station on Thursday 22 November 2007, commencing at 7 pm.

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 2155 hours.
