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KIMBOLTON & STONELY PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES of the Council meeting held at 7 p.m. on Thursday 20 January 2011 at The Mandeville Hall, Kimbolton.

01/11   PRESENT: Councillor Mrs R Lloyd (in the Chair); D Poole; R Gooderham; P Seabrook; Mrs D Hellett; Mrs J Stainer; K Hutchinson and L Farrer.

IN ATTENDANCE County Councillor P Downes; District Councillor J Gray; Paul Bland, Huntingdonshire District Council and C L Thatcher, Clerk to the Council.

02/11  APOLOGIES were received from Councillors Mrs S Hawkes and T Sutton.

03/11  PUBLIC FORUM. There were no members of the public present so the Forum was not used.

04/11  PLANNING  The Chairman welcomed Mr Paul Bland , Planning Services Manager (Policy) of Huntingdonshire District Council.

Mr Bland said that he would talk about the issues of concern locally, which were car parking; conservation; sustainability of shops and S106 payments and the changes which will come about due to the Localism Bill.

Starting with the Localism Bill, he said that this would be both radical and challenging and lead to substantial planning reforms.

It has already required the Spatial Strategy to be abolished ( though this was successfully challenged in court and at present, continues) and removes targets set for certain areas, such as wind farms, housing growth and gypsy and traveller sites, all of which fall away with the ultimate abolition of the Regional Spatial Strategy.
It is possible that Local Enterprise Partnerships may take over in some form, leading to ‘Neighbourhood Planning’.  We as a Parish Council are a neighbourhood forum for our parish and will be able to exercise some powers, for example a development plan for the neighbourhood.

We would have the ability to develop our own planning policies and allocate sites and Huntingdonshire District Council would have responsibility to assist us in doing that.

Councillor Downes arrived at this point.

There would be the ability to adopt a neighbourhood development order and to list the types of development we could class as permitted development.

There would be a community right to build (covering, for example, village halls, affordable housing etc) and all would be subject to the plans etc being in conformity with the strategic direction of Huntingdonshire District Council.

The main element of the process is the necessity to hold a referendum, at which, it is believed, the percentage of people voting in favour must be more than 50%.

The important point about the Localism Bill is that the powers are to enable not to refuse.

Turning to the subject of car parking, the Clerk read a letter recently received from a businessman in Little Staughton who was complaining about the difficulty of parking when wishing to use the bank or Post Office in Kimbolton.

This letter reflected the ongoing problems in Kimbolton which had partially been addressed by limited waiting in certain sections of the High Street, but now needed to be re-visited.  There is a case for extending the areas of limited waiting and for extending the time that vehicles may park in those areas from the present 30 minutes, but the problem is one of enforcement.  The police are not willing to promise to enforce the limits but it may be possible to do something when parking control is taken over by Huntingdonshire District Council, though this may itself lead to the need for payment for parking.     Clearly the ideal would be off-street parking but it is doubtful whether this can be achieved.

Councillor Gray arrived at this point.

Mr Bland indicated that the present S106 Scheme may give way to a Community Infrastructure Levy, whereby a charge would be made for development above a certain threshold.  This charge, or levy, would be applied to the costs of infrastructure across the District rather than the present S106 scheme where it must be applied directly in the area where the development takes place, to offset the effects of that development.   Such a scheme could be of benefit to the villages as the District Council concentrates development on the market towns and, consequently, the S106 benefits currently go to those towns.  In future a meaningful proportion of the levy would be directed towards the villages.
Mr Bland mentioned the problem with enforcement and conservation within the District Council due to staff shortages and accepted that greater contact with the parishes would be beneficial.

The Chairman thanked Mr Bland for his attendance.  Mr Bland left the meeting.

05/11  MINUTES of the Council meeting of 16 December 2010 were read, approved and signed as a true record of that meeting, subject to the following alteration –

Minute 195/10 should read ‘ Councillor Mrs Stainer referred to the notices placed at the Pound Lane field regarding dogs and pointed out that a public footpath crossed the playing fields, therefore dogs are allowed provided they are on leads’.

06/11 MATTERS ARISING  
a) Policing.  No crimes had been reported in the parish in the past month.

b) Cemetery Extension.   The Clerk reported receipt of a letter from the former owners of the land now owned by this Council as an extension to the cemetery, pointing out that a covenant in the sale agreement required this Council to forever maintain a stockproof fence on the boundary.    A copy of the Agreement had been forwarded and the Clerk had researched the minutes, which confirmed this.
Members felt that it was usual for the owners of stock to fence against their own animals and therefore wished for legal opinion on the Agreement.  The Clerk will seek legal opinion and report back.

c) Car Parking.    This had been thoroughly dealt with earlier in these minutes, but it was suggested and agreed that the Clerk write to both Barclays Bank and The Post Office asking the bank to increase its hours and the Postmaster to open the PO at lunchtimes and not take a half-day closure during the week , to better cater for the business community. 
d) Youth Club   The Clerk reported that there were six youngsters attending the Club tonight, though there are two more regulars who had been unable to be there tonight.

e) Skate Park.   The Clerk said that he had not yet arranged a meeting for the youngsters as he was concerned at the possible need for CRB checks for any adult attending.  He had spoken with CRB and been advised that as long as two or more adults were present there should be no problem.  He will therefore seek a meeting.
Councillor Downes said that he was still trying to get advice and assistance from Brampton, where they had been through this process.

07/11 COUNTY COUNCILLOR

Councillor Downes said the budget had now been decided and he would e mail a summary to the Clerk, who could distribute it or attach it to the minutes.

He referred to the Localism Bill and to the earlier discussion.  He wondered how traffic issues would be affected and whether, if a community wished to do something, it could do it?
Councillor Downes left the meeting at this point.

08/11  PLANNING MATTERS

a) The following applications were considered:

1001954  College Farm, Hatchet Lane, Stonely – single storey extension.

It was proposed by Councillor Mrs Hellett, seconded by Councillor Seabrook and unanimously agreed to recommend approval.

1001879  25 Main Rd, Stonely – rebuild boundary wall.

It was proposed by Councillor Seabrook, seconded by Councillor Gooderham and agreed to recommend approval subject to the proviso that the Serpentine Walk was reinstated at the same time.

1002063  Warren House, Stow Rd, Kimbolton – restoration, alterations for holiday let.

It was proposed by Councillor Mrs Hellett, seconded by Councillor Gooderham and agreed to recommend approval.  Councillor Hutchinson questioned why vehicle access to the house was necessary and why the access road was from Stow Road, rather than Easton Road, which would be safer from a traffic point of view.  Members did not agree that there should be no vehicular access to the house but did accept that an Easton Rd access would be better.

Bedford Borough Council – wind turbines at Chelveston.  It was agreed not to comment.

Windfarm Statement – Stop Bicton Windfarm Group.     This was noted.

b) Development Management Panel Meeting 17 January 2011.

Several members had attended this meeting and Councillor Hutchinson had spoken on behalf of this Council.  The District Council had agreed to refuse the application for the Bicton Windfarm and it is understood that this will now be the subject of an appeal.

c) Ongoing Planning Matters.

Crown House chimney.  It is understood that the District Council received a valid application yesterday.

George House wall.  Nothing further has been heard about this. The Clerk wrote and asked that this be the subject of enforcement but no reply has been received.

Stonely Cottage – Serpentine Walk – see a) above.

09/11 YOUTH CLUB    
Members considered the fact that, at present, there were only eight members of the Club, in relation to the request for this Council to fund the Club.    Some members thought that it would be wrong to pay a lot of money for the benefit of so few youngsters, but others thought that the opportunity should be given for the Club to prove itself and have the chance to expand.
It was therefore proposed by Councillor Gooderham, seconded by Councillor Hutchinson and agreed to pay Cambridgeshire County Council to fund the Youth Club to a maximum of £3,500 for the year commencing 1 April 2011 and that this be reviewed after one year.  This is subject to a satisfactory Service Level Agreement being put in place.    Upon being put to the vote, the proposal was agreed by 6 votes to 2.

10/11 REPORTS

a) Allotments.   It was agreed to call a meeting of the Allotments Working Party to review the income from the allotment and the current expenditure.   The Working Party will make recommendations to Council.
b) Personnel.    The Personnel Working Party has met to discuss matters relating to the Groundsman’s leave entitlement and the Chairman and Clerk have met with the Groundsman to conduct his annual appraisal.

One objective for the next year for the Groundsman was that he should attend courses relating to Health and Safety and, if possible, advice relating to the maintenance of trees and shrubs.  The Groundsman has obtained a brochure from Shuttleworth College which details their courses and the Chairman is looking at this, whilst the Clerk has identified a one-day course on the proper and safe handling of power tools. For this the instructor would come to Kimbolton and train the Groundsman and the cost would be £285.   This course did not include chain saws but there was a course for this which also took a day.   Members thought the course on handling power tools would be beneficial, but were not so sure about the use of a chain saw by a person working alone. 

The Clerk mentioned one point raised by the Groundsman regarding the village hearse which is kept in the Hearse House.  The Groundsman is vary concerned that it would be extremely easy to put a rake or similar handle through the engraved glass of the hearse and he wondered if another ‘home’ could be found for the hearse.

The church would be the ideal place but the PCC will not accept it.   It was suggested that perhaps Robinsons Garage might be willing to display it in their showroom.  The Clerk will enquire.

There were no other reports.

11/11  CORRESPONDENCE

A letter has been received from a resident of Rookery Lane complaining about the surface of the Lane which is now badly rutted due to – he says – allotment holders driving their vehicles along there.   He asks that repairs be made to the Lane.     Members discussed the situation and were reminded that the ‘road’ is a bridleway.    Allotment holders have several times been asked not to drive down there over the winter period.   It was pointed out that one cannot simply lay brick rubble; this must be properly covered to give a suitable smooth surface and this would mean using planings or similar on top.  Planings are very difficult to acquire these days.

It was agreed to speak to the County Council and to see whether they had any funds left in their Rights of Way repairs budget.
The County Council has now provided a grit/salt bin by the Mandeville Hall.

Circular from Cambridgeshire Community Services NHS Trust on becoming a Community NHS Foundation Trust.
12/11 DISTRICT COUNCILLOR

Councillor Gray said that one of the effects of the budgetary cuts would mean, in 2013, that the amount of money given to voluntary organisations and charities would be drastically reduced.

The income of charities etc within the Huntingdonshire area is derived from such things as the National Lottery but a considerable portion, approaching 45% of their income, comes from Huntingdonshire District Council.     It is recognised that any reduction could cause considerable difficulty for many organisations and perhaps the proposed Community Infrastructure Levy could be used to assist them.

The structure of Huntingdonshire District Council is being revised and the lines of communication shortened.               There will be no Council Tax rise this year and future rises will be kept down to the 3% level.

Councillor Gray mentioned a planning problem regarding the application approved by this Council for works at the rear of the Old Bakehouse, High St, Kimbolton.   No representations had been received by this Council but the District Council had subsequently received three complaints from neighbours who said they were unaware that this Council was considering the matter.      The fact that it was under consideration was advertised on our notice boards and on our website.             
13/11 ACCOUNTS

The following were approved for payment:

Robinsons                Fuel + Piaggio repair                               £47.21 inc VAT

Vision ICT Ltd     Balance of annual website fee                     £14.80   “      “

Taylor Stilton Ltd            Repairs burst pipe & flooring          £531.00   “      “

MHB Services Ltd           Streetlight mtnce                              £89.19   “     “

Payroll costs.             Pay, NI, PAYE & Pension                 £1974.88   no   “

Councillor Gray left the meeting at this point.

14/11  TENDERS FOR CEMETERY EXTENSION
In view of the requirement of the District Council for ‘clear resin bonded river washed gravel’ and the cost thereof, it was agreed to defer this item until after the Clerk and Councillor Farrer have met with the Council’s Landscape Officer next week and requested clarification.

15/11  CLERK’S HOURS OF WORK

The Chairman has called a meeting of the Personnel Working Party for next Tuesday or Thursday, in order to discuss this.

16/11  MEMBERS’ POINTS OF INFORMATION

Councillor Gooderham reported seeing a person in the playground with a Pitbull type dog.
He said Pound Lane ditch by the goal end is full of rubbish as is the ditch on Park Lane opposite the Framery.

Councillor Seabrook said that there is a pothole on the B660 opposite Park Farm and Stow Road has subsided.

Councillor Mrs Lloyd said that there is a considerable amount of mud in Old Ford Lane caused, it is thought, by HGVs entering the Lane thinking they can get through.  They prefer to believe their satnavs rather than the ‘no through road’ sign.   The road surface is beginning to break up and subside and is badly potholed.       She also said the ‘Kimbolton’ sign on the Causeway is very poor and needs replacing
Councillor Mrs Stainer referred to the grafitti on road signs in Park Lane and wondered whether Community Service Workers could remove it.

.Councillor Farrer asked that the damage to the footpath outside the Vicarage be noted.  The Clerk has drawn Highways attention to it.

Councillor Poole said that the slabs on the footpath by the War Memorial have again been driven over and he thought a bollard was needed to prevent this.

17/11 NEXT MEETING

The next meeting of Council will be held on Thursday 24 February 2011 in the Fire Station, commencing at 7 pm.

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 2225 hours. 
