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KIMBOLTON & STONELY PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES of the Council meeting held at 7.00 p.m. on Thursday, 20 September 2007 at the Fire Station, Kimbolton.

147/07  PRESENT Councillors K Hutchinson (in the Chair); Mrs R Lloyd;R Gooderham;T Sutton;Mrs D Gooderham;C Ayrton;Mrs V Blair and L Farrer.

IN ATTENDANCE County Councillor P Downes;District Councillor J Gray ; PCSO Carol Corn and C L Thatcher Clerk to the Council

148/07  APOLOGIES were received from Councillors P Seabrook and D Poole.

149/07  PUBLIC FORUM was not used.

150/07  MINUTES of the Council meeting of 30 August 2007 were read, approved and signed as a true record of that meeting.

151/07  POLICE REPORT PCSO Carol Corn reported that PC Russell Simpson has now retired and as yet there is no replacement for him.

There have been four crimes this month in the parish– two distraction burglaries; one theft of building materials and one common assault (domestic).     There were 25 calls for service.

Councillor Mrs Gooderham reported on the alarm at Overhills School having activated but that it was not answered by the police.

There was concern that there is still no replacement for PC Simpson, despite the force having known about his impending retirement for some time.  The Clerk was asked to write to the Chief Constable and ask when the replacement would be here.

152/07  DISTRICT COUNCILLOR

Councillor Gray said that he had been contacted by Mr Osborne of Hunters Way regarding the proposed transfer of land from the District Council to this Council and Mr Osborne had expressed his concerns.

The Clerk reported on a letter received from the District Council’s Estates Manager in which he said that Mr Osborne had agreed to replace the fence at the rear of his property this year and that he had suggested an exchange of land, a strip of about 1m wide alongside the access to the amenity area, for a similar one at the rear of his property.  This, he said, would make access by grass cutting machines easier.

Members had no objection to the proposal but did wonder whether the whole of the land proposed for transfer and shown on the accompanying plan, was in the ownership of Mr Osborne, as some appeared from the plan to belong to his neighbour.

Councillor R Gooderham asked Councillor Gray why the refuse collection days had changed.  Councillor Gray said it was simply a matter of attaining a more efficient workflow.

153/07  COUNTY COUNCILLOR

Councillor Downes said the County Council had now agreed different interpretations on where to put 30mph limits, so if any places need revising please let him know.

Councillor R Gooderham suggested The Causeway, as people overtake those doing 30 mph along there.  Councillor Downes said that the County’s intention was to increase the areas covered by 30 mph limits, not to change 30 mph to 40 mph.

The County’s budget Roadshow will be on 25 October from 10 am to 4 pm at St Neots.

There has been a lot of support for the petition on the Waste Recycling Centre at Buckden.

Councillor L Farrer joined the meeting at this point.

Councillors Gray and Downes left the meeting at this point.

154/07  MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES

a) Bus Shelter.  Councillor Farrer said that the tiles were now ready to go on.

b)  Mandeville Hall.  The Clerk produced the revised plan showing the increased area, which members thought suitable.  It was agreed that, providing both the Mandeville Hall Committee and the Youth Service were happy with the proposals, to seek planning approval and the Clerk was authorised to arrange this.

The Clerk mentioned that the Youth Service would also require a Service Agreement showing the terms under which the extension would be used and he said that he would draft one.

     c)   Barclays ATM.     The Clerk read a letter from Steve Ingram of the District 

           Council in which he said that things were progressing and the machine

           Should be installed soon.  He did not, however, say which location for the 

           Machine had been chosen and the Clerk had phoned to enquire this.  He 

           Had been told they were sticking with their decision to place it where the 

           Doorway to the bank is at present.

155/07  PLANNING MATTERS

The  following applications were considered:

0703009  17 Hatchet Lane – erect garage.    Proposed by Councillor Mrs Lloyd, seconded by Councillor Mrs Gooderham and unanimously agreed to recommend refusal as overdevelopment and unduly prominent. 

0702802  Units 1 & 2 Ouse Rd, Bicton Industrial Estate – extensions and alterations.    Proposed by Councillor Mrs Hellett, seconded by Councillor Ayrton and agreed to recommend approval as in keeping with surroundings.

0702792  White Horse, Stow Rd – erect pergola.  Proposed by Councillor Mrs Hellett, seconded by Councillor Mrs Blair and agreed to recommend approval.

0702695  12 Tollfield – erect boundary wall.    Proposed by Councillor Ayrton, seconded by Councillor Mrs Gooderham and agreed to recommend approval.

SEWAGE TREATMENT PLANT AT TILBROOK.   The plans for this were circulated and members raised no objection.

CORE STRATEGY, SPATIAL STRATEGY CONSULTATION

The Chairman attended the meeting relating to the above.  He said that the Strategy indicates that at the present rate of growth 5450 new homes will be required in the District up to 2026.    This is now suggested by the government as a minimum figure.  This figure may be increased when new documents come out at the year end.

Additional growth options are included at the back of the document and for Kimbolton itself the options include centring on Huntingdon and St Neots or St Neots alone or dispersal across the district.   All options now show some growth at Kimbolton – generally amounting to 25 houses as a small development, possibly to the north.

It was agreed to respond and query the fact that 6 potential sites were looked at earlier in the year in a site specific consultation which appeared to be opposed by the District Council.  The District is now indicating that 25 houses are satisfactory, with an arrow showing outside the village limits.  Why this change? What exactly does this mean?

In Huntingdonshire the affordable housing mix will be 70% social and 30% shared equity.

156/07  WORKING PARTIES

Pound Lane.

It was thought that we should arrange to spread the topsoil purchased and Councillor Mrs Lloyd said that Rotary may help with this.  We need to contact David Watson.  In the meantime, Councillor R Gooderham will seek the advice of the School’s groundsman as to the way to proceed.

Playgrounds

Councillor Mrs Blair will let Wicksteed have photos of the broken equipment.

The Clerk reported on the nuts and bolts having come loose from the new Multi Play Unit and his correspondence with Wicksteed.   Members thought that equipment apparently needing so much attention was very poor and that this should have been made clear from the outset.

157/07  CEMETERY COTTAGE

The Chairman said that it was likely now that considerable expenditure would be necessary on the cottage and Council must decide whether to undertake this or whether to follow some other course of action, including the sale of the cottage.

It was proposed by Councillor Mrs Gooderham, seconded by Councillor Mrs Lloyd and unanimously agreed that the cottage should be retained by the Council in order to safeguard the cemetery, possibly for staff use in the future and that required repairs are carried out.

Councillor Mrs Gooderham reported that she and other members had visited the cottage and were most concerned at the dampness and general deterioration of the building.   She felt that improvement work should be carried out as a matter of urgency but that it would be very difficult to undertake this whilst the cottage was tenanted.

It  was proposed by Councillor R Gooderham, seconded by Councillor Mrs Blair and agreed to seek costing for the necessary works and to ask the tenant if she would be willing to vacate the cottage so that the work could be done.  

158/07  DAFFODIL BULBS

The Clerk reported that Mrs Elliott of Kimbolton School had kindly again offered the service of pupils to plant bulbs along the Causeway and he asked for approval to purchase two sacks of daffodil bulbs.  The was agreed and members expressed their appreciation of the kind offer of the School.

159/07  CORRESPONDENCE

A letter has been received from a resident of Ashfield regarding trees which appear to be undermining his property and asking whether Council would wish to adopt the land on which the trees stand and whether we would have any objection to the trees being removed.  Councillor Mrs Lloyd also updated Council on the position. 

Members agreed that they would have no wish to adopt the land and, whilst they have no objection to the removal of the trees, they cannot authorise anyone to so remove them.  

Request for headstone for the late Michael Nutkins was approved.

Local Councils Update bulletin.

Police Neighbourhood Watch meeting at Buckden on 2 October.

Mobile Police Station in village on 26 September.

COPE circulars.

Request for headstone for Gerald and Frances Hiscock was approved.

Letter from Kimbolton School re Pound Lane.

Change of address for Operations Division of HDC.

Copy of advert.re New Model Code of Conduct.

HDC questionnaire re disabled access.

Letter from Huntingdonshire Community Safety Partnership advising of appointment of Tracey Guinea as our Anti-Social Behaviour Caseworker.

Estimate of cost for cemetery extension.

160/07  ACCOUNTS

The following were approved for payment:

CALC              Code of Conduct advert                                    £24.00 no VAT

MHB Services Ltd        Streetlight mtnce                                 £89.19 inc    “

Mandeville Hall       Hire for public meeting                              £20.00  no   “

Post Office              Car Tax Piaggio                                        £15.00   “     “

Bedford Timber         Slats for bench repair                              £9.62 inc VAT

Fishers                        Sundries                                              £69.90   “     “

Robinsons                   Fuel and oil                                         £27.98   “     “

GB Blades                 Strimmer repair                                     £40.50  no   “

C L Thatcher                  Pay Sept                                        £583.48    “    “

A D Tibbett                       “        “                                          £577.39    “    “

Inland Revenue                 PAYE/NIC                                  £285.98    “     “
Cambs County Council      Pension conts..                          £321.71    “    “

161/07  MEMBERS’ POINTS OF INFORMATION

Councillor R Gooderham commented, in the views of recent occurrences, that local policing is appalling.

Councillor Sutton reported that the gate to the playpark had been destroyed by vandals.  It was agreed there is little point in replacing it at present as the fence is still to be renewed.

Councillor Mrs Gooderham asked whether a notice could be provided at the allotments to prevent rubbish burning.

She said that Mr Kidman had contact the Tree Officer for advice re the damaged tree in the cemetery.   She wondered whether the yew tree in the cottage garden could be removed.

She also reported that the lamp at the top of the Leys was still out, despite attention by the contractors.

Councillor Ayrton said that lamp 25 on the Dentist’s is also still out.  The Clerk said that the supply has failed and EDF Energy have to attend to renew it.

Councillor Mrs Lloyd asked that ‘Hunts Environmental Strategy’ report be included on the next agenda.

Councillor Mrs Blair wondered whether some residents might be prepared to contribute towards the cemetery extension.  The Clerk said that that is a possibility and he was seeking funding/grant aid.

162/07  NEXT MEETING

The next meeting of Council will be held on Thursday 11 October commencing at 7 pm in the Fire Station.

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 2215 hours. 

