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KIMBOLTON & STONELY PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES of the Council meeting held at 7.00 p.m. on Thursday, 21  August 2008  at the Fire Station, Kimbolton.

148/08  PRESENT
Councillors K Hutchinson (in the Chair); C Ayrton; T Sutton; D Poole; R Gooderham; Mrs R Lloyd and P Seabrook.

IN ATTENDANCE  County Councillor P Downes; District Councillor J Gray and C L Thatcher, Clerk to the Council.

149/08  APOLOGIES were received from Councillors Mrs D Gooderham; Mrs V Blair; Mrs D Hellett and L Farrer.

150/08  MINUTES of the Council meeting of 31 July 2008 were read, approved and signed as a true record of that meeting.
151/08  MATTERS ARISING

a) High Street.  Councillor Ayrton had provided photographs of defective areas of paving and had walked the street with a representative of the contractor, who said that the repairs would be effected.  There were then 27 problem areas identified and to date 13 remain to be rectified.     He had learned that no slabs are held in reserve. They can be bought, but it is necessary to buy a pallet load each time.

The Clerk will speak to Neil Orr of the District Council.

b) Mandeville Hall.  The detailed drawings necessary for contractors to be able to compile quotes are almost ready.

c) Business Use of Premises.  The Chairman and Vice Chairman will make a site visit.

Councillor Gooderham declared an interest in this matter and took no part in the discussion.

County Councillor Peter Downes arrived at this point.

d) Notice Board.  In the absence of Councillor Mrs Gooderham it was not possible to progress this.  It was believed that Mr John Gordon was making the church notice board, but further enquiries will be made.

 District Councillor Jonathan Gray arrived at this point. 
The Chairman noted that Councillor Downes had to leave soon and invited him to speak.
Councillor Downes said that bus services were being much more greatly used now that over 60s can obtain free passes.  An exemption has been obtained for the 400 and 401 services to allow free pass holders to use them before 0930 hours.

He noted that the wire at Rookery Lane bridge had still not been repaired and said that he would speak to Highways Dept.

Councillor Downes left the meeting at this point.

MATTERS ARISING (continued)

e) Community Service Workers.     Councillor R Gooderham has spoken with the workers’ supervisor and suggests that the Clerk speak with Keith Mansfield at the Huntingdon Probation Office.  The problem might be that enough work is required for 10 people over a weekend.  It was agreed to give thought to jobs needed for the next meeting.
f) Fence between Playpark and Scouts.   This item was placed on the agenda by Councillor Farrer, who is keen to see the fence replaced.  Members were concerned that, if they agreed to fund the replacement of the fence, they would be deemed to have accepted responsibility for it. The Clerk suggested that he write to Mr Holyoak and offer a grant to the Scouts from this Council towards the replacement of the fence.  This was agreed. 

g) Street Naming.  The Clerk reported that HDC had, despite asking this Council to name the development, referred the names we had suggested to Bewick Homes and they had chosen St Andrews Close from the list.  It was pointed out that this is too similar to St Andrews Lane and could lead to confusion.  The Clerk was instructed to refer this back to HDC.

h) Cemetery Cottage.    The Clerk said that he had now read the quotation provided by Stilton Partners in detail and felt that our original intention of borrowing £20,000 might not be enough.  To allow for contingencies and to perhaps have a little in hand towards the Mandeville Hall extension he recommended that we decide to borrow £30,000, rather than £20,000.

It was agreed that application to the PWLB be made for a loan of £30,000 repayable over 10 years at a fixed rate, be made.

j) Standing Orders.   The Clerk said that he would present these for consideration when finished.

152/08  PLANNING MATTERS

a) Application by County Council for erection of Dosing Kiosk at sewage works off Kimbolton Rd, Gt Staughton.    It was agreed to place this on the agenda for the next meeting.
Councillor Seabrook arrived at this point.

b) Kimbolton Preparatory School Car Park extension.      It was noted that although work is under way for the car park no application has yet been received.  The Chairman confirmed that no application has yet been registered with the Planning Authority.

c) Enforcement Cases.     The Clerk read the list of enforcement cases in the parish.  These were noted.

153/08  CORRESPONDENCE

The Clerk reported that the application for planning approval for works to Cemetery Cottage would be sent in shortly, having been delayed because of a bereavement in the architect’s family.   The loss adjusters have instructed the specialists to commence work.

A letter has been received from Mr D Twigden on behalf of Cougars FC asking if a changing room might be erected on Council land at Pound Lane.  He says that some funding can be obtained towards this and he appreciates that an application to site such a building on school land near to Duchess Walk might not be viewed favourably.    He also said that players and supporters would park within school grounds, or, on Sundays, on the High Street, and walk through to the changing facility.   Members felt that more information was required and asked that this be placed on the agenda for the next meeting.

A note from Councillor Farrer regarding the possible cost of a water tank for the allotments (£700) was read and it was agreed to place this matter on the agenda of the next meeting.

154/08  STANDARDS COMMITTEE TRAINING EVENING

The Clerk read the letter and decision of the Standards Committee relating to the recent complaint and considerable discussion followed. 

Members noted that it is the preferred choice of HDC’s Standards Committee that an item be placed at the beginning of each agenda inviting members to make declarations of interest for the items on that agenda. They thought, however, that that was not suitable for this Council as any latecomers will have missed that item  and, in any event, having that on the agenda would have made no difference whatsoever to the case in question.  They therefore agreed to continue in the present manner, with the full reminder printed at the end of the agenda.

   It was agreed to try to arrange a date in October when all, or most, members could be present.

155/08  ACCOUNTS

  The following were approved for payment:
Playsafety Ltd                   RoSPA Inspections                        £141.00 inc VAT

MHB Services Ltd             Streetlight mtnce                              £89.19   “     “

Robinsons                          Fuel                                                 £23.99   “     “

E-On                                  Hearse house power                       £36.83   “      “

Fishers                                Sundries                                         £24.24   “      “

Payroll costs                     Salaries,NI,PAYE,Pension           £1869.42   no    “
156/08  MEMBERS’ POINTS OF INFORMATION

Councillor Ayrton offered his apologies for the next meeting.  He asked if all was arranged for the Statti Fair, in so far as advising the fair operator of the new paving.

Councillor Gooderham said that he has spoken with Henry Manning and will walk the pavement with him before the fair moves in.

Councillor Ayrton also mentioned the gravel for the churchyard path and whether the path could be re-cobbled. He said that there were spare cobbles in the churchyard.

Councillor Mrs Lloyd said that the village sign outside the Vicarage was overgrown.

Councillor Seabrook wondered if there was any news from Highways on the state of repair of the Causeway and Easton Rd.     He had heard that a grant for resurfacing the B645 through Stonely was in place.

The Chairman said that the Castle Gardens sign is still missing.

District Councillor Gray said that the District Council’s Scrutiny Committee had decided not to proceed with Parish Charters.

157/08  NEXT MEETING

The next meeting of the Council is to be held at the Fire Station on Thursday 11 September 2008, commencing at 7 p.m.

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 2155 hours.
