KSPC

KIMBOLTON & STONELY PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES of the Council meeting held at 7.00 p.m. on Thursday 21 January 2010  at the Fire Station, Kimbolton.

1/10  PRESENT:  Councillors Mrs R Lloyd (in the Chair); Mrs V Blair;  Mrs D Gooderham;  T Sutton;  Mrs D Hellett;  D Poole;  K Hutchinson and R Gooderham.

IN ATTENDANCE District Councillor J Gray, C L Thatcher, Clerk to the Council and two members of the public.

2/10  APOLOGIES were received from Councillors C Ayrton and P Seabrook.

3/10  PUBLIC FORUM  Mr M Holyoak spoke on behalf of 1st Kimbolton Scouts.

He explained the difficulties currently being experienced by the group and the need to maximise their income.  To do this they needed to have their land properly fenced so that they can offer facilities for camping.  He therefore hoped that this Council would assist with the cost.

A considerable discussion ensued both concerning the ownership of the party fence and the question of future maintenance costs.  The Scouts wished for a close-boarded fence but members felt that, if they were to provide a fence, a chain link fence would be sufficient for their purposes.  They instructed the Clerk to obtain comparative prices for both types of fence.

Mr Holyoak had previously been given the names of organisations that may be willing to offer grant aid and the Clerk was asked to write to him again and remind him of these possibilities.  It was also agreed to request sight of the Scouts’ latest accounts, should consideration be given to providing a further grant.

4/10  MINUTES of the Council meeting of 17 December 2009 were read, approved and signed as a true record of that meeting.

5/10  MATTERS ARISING

a) Mandeville Hall.   The Clerk reported that tarmac had now been laid on the car park  and the curtains for the door and window were on order.
b) Community Service.    No further news.

c) Police      Crime report for the past month received showing four offences in the parish

d) Cemetery Extension.    No reply to Councillor Hutchinson’s letter as yet.

e) Firework Display Parking. This item taken after g) following arrival of Councillor Gooderham. Councillor R Gooderham explained his concerns and these were answered by Councillor Mrs Hellett.

f) Scouts.    This matter had been discussed during the Public Forum.

g) Grit Bins.   The Clerk reported on the solicitor’s view that Parish Councils had power only to expend money on snow clearing from footpaths (this does not include footways alongside roads)and would be well advised not to involve themselves in what was a County Council responsibility.   However, he had spoken to our insurers and they said that as long as we insured the grit bins, they would then be included under our public liability section.       He thought that we could use Section 137 of the Local Government Act 1972 as our authority, the provision of the bins being for the benefit of many members of the community.

     It was therefore agreed to purchase four bins at a cost of £100 each, to be 

     sited –

     Aragon Place    
          Newtown Lane junction Station Rd
          Castle Gardens junction Pound Lane

          High St, near Church Lych gate.

          The Clerk will ask the Head Teacher of Overhills School whether they wish 

           to have a bin for the school included in our order.

           This was proposed by Councillor Poole and seconded by Councillor Mrs

           Gooderham.

Councillors Hutchinson and R Gooderham joined the meeting at this point. 

           h)  Cemetery Gate.     Members had viewed the gate and agreed to provide a personal gate as well as the existing 10ft wide gate, plus replacement of the wall between the two and the provision of brick pillars with cappings to replace the concrete posts.

6/10  PLANNING MATTERS

0901539  40 High St – retain and encase chimney flue.

Councillor Hutchinson declared a prejudicial interest in this matter, left the room, did not take part in the discussion and did not vote.

Members were concerned that this chimney had been erected without permission and that, as well as looking out of place, it was environmentally inefficient.

It was proposed by Councillor R Gooderham, seconded by Councillor Mrs Blair and agreed by 6 votes with 1 abstention, to recommend refusal on the grounds that the height is insufficient to disperse gases, it is not in keeping with surroundings and information had been provided that it was not possible to encase it due to the weight on the flat roof.

Councillor Hutchinson rejoined the meeting.

0901664  Former Milk Depot, Park Lane. – variation of condition 3 to permit B1 use.

Councillor Hutchinson argued that this should be refused as it represents the introduction of an unrelated retail element outside the town when the retail outlet in the High Street is still available to the applicant.
Members discussed this and were very concerned that approval could cause the applicant to renew his bid to close the High Street shop.  Nevertheless they thought that this should be considered separately and an additional outlet in the village must be of benefit to the village.  It was therefore proposed by Councillor Poole, seconded by Councillor R Gooderham and approved by 6 votes for to 2 against that this application be recommended for approval.

Councillor J Gray joined the meeting at this point.

Vicarage, High St.

Amended plans were received and noted.

17 Hatchet Lane, Stonely.   Letters of objection to the proposal had now been received, but these had also been sent to the Planning Officer.

Current Enforcement Cases.    The Clerk read the list of current enforcement cases in the parish.

Section 106.  Councillor Hutchinson asked what was happening about the S106 monies from the allotments development.  Councillor Gray said that this would not be handed over to this council until a firm scheme for its expenditure had been presented. Meantime, the money was accruing interest which would benefit the Parish Council in due course.
7/10  DISTRICT COUNCILLOR

Councillor Gray said that he was waiting to hear from Broadview Energy just what were their proposals for the windfarm. 

Regarding snow clearance, the A14 was kept clear during the bad weather, other than the gaps in the central reservation at certain junctions which were not gritted and were packed ice and very dangerous.      It is expected that, with the road upgrading, traffic volumes between Thrapston and Ellington will increase by 50% and the gaps need closing.      The timescale for improvements is the work will be undertaken between 2012 and 2015, with the Huntingdon viaduct coming down in 2016.

8/10  REPORTS

Working Parties.

None

Outside Bodies.

The Chairman and Councillor Poole attended a meeting of the Mandeville Hall Committee on 7 January.

9/10  CONSULTATION ON CAMBRIDGESHIRE 3rd LOCAL TRANSPORT PLAN

It was agreed to continue circulating this document.

10/10  CORRESPONDENCE

The Chairman reported receipt of the resignation of Councillor Lee Farrer.   Members were sorry to hear of his decision and paid tribute to all the work he had done for the Council over the years.  Lee’s presence and assistance with so many practical matters will be sorely missed.
The vacancy now created will be advertised as a casual vacancy, though the opportunity will be there for any 10 electors to seek a bye election.  Once the date for the request for a bye election is passed and assuming there is no such request, the Council may seek to co-opt a member.
Huntingdonshire District Council were offering to act as ‘bankers’ for local councils and would provide interest on their investments at the bank rate in force.  It was agreed to take no action on this.

Consultation document on Cambridgeshire Horizons’ Green Infrastructure received.

11/10  ACCOUNTS

The following were approved for payment:

Robinsons                                Fuel                              22.54 inc VAT

MHB Services Ltd   Streetlight mtnce                           89.19   “     “

Payroll costs.        Salaries, PAYE/NIC/Pension

                          & reimbursement of expenditure    2049.72   “     “

Fabric Warehouse     Curtains Mandeville hall          565.00   “     “

Mailling Home Improvements Stage payment Gate 1000.50  “     “
St Neots Fencing Co     Fence cottage & hall            988.54  “      “

12/10  MEMBERS’ POINTS OF INFORMATION

Councillor Mrs Gooderham said that the rubbish in the river at Carnaby has yet to be cleared.
Councillor Mrs Hellett said that Rookery Lane is becoming very rutted and it is believed that some allotment holders are driving over it on a regular basis.  It was agreed to contact the County Council to determine the status of the Lane.

The Chairman said that she would like to spend some of her annual allowance on the purchase of a Chairman’s  badge,  the likely cost being around £40.

13/10  NEXT MEETING

The next meeting of Council will take place on Thursday 25 February 2010 in the Fire Station, Kimbolton, commencing at 7 pm.

There being no further business the meeting closed at 2207 hours.  
