  KSPC

KIMBOLTON & STONELY PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES of the Council meeting held at 7.00 p.m. on Thursday, 23 February 2006 at the Fire Station, Kimbolton.

24/06  PRESENT   Councillors K Hutchinson (in the Chair);R Gooderham;P Seabrook;C Ayrton;T Sutton;Mrs D Hellett;D Poole;Mrs R Lloyd;Mrs V Blair and L Farrer.

IN ATTENDANCE County Councillor P Downes;District Councillor J Gray; Dominic Chessum, The Village Crier; C L Thatcher, Clerk to the Council and two members of the public.

25/06  APOLOGIES were received from Councillor Mrs D Gooderham.

26/06  PUBLIC FORUM 

Mr K Renkin asked about the ‘protected frontages’ of retail premises referred to in the December minutes and asked what Council were trying to achieve.

The Chairman replied that this was a suggestion which, it was thought, might help retailers, in that, if adopted, it would prevent shops being lost in favour of non-retail uses, such as office, estate agency or residential.     This would, in turn, assist in the sustainability of Kimbolton High Street as a shopping area, to the benefit of all retailers.

27/06  MINUTES of the meeting of 26 January 2006 were read, approved and signed as a true record of that meeting.

28/06  MATTERS ARISING

a) High Street paving.  Nothing further to report.

b) Community Action Scheme.  Councillor Mrs Lloyd explained the present position.  She thought that in order to be sure of getting responses we should call at houses, rather than just circulate a form.  Members agreed, but thought that we could probably get enough to join a scheme by word of mouth and, having then started, it could snowball.

Councillor Mrs Lloyd will contact three oil suppliers for their best prices.

      c)  The Leys footpath.    The Clerk read a letter from Mr Harrison which,     

           effectively, repeated what he had said before.   It was thought there was 

           little point in perpetuating the correspondence and the Clerk was 

           instructed to write to Mr Harrison and acknowledge his letter, whilst

           advising him that the correspondence is now closed.

d) Main Road Stonely.  The Clerk advised that there had been no further 

correspondence, but the 30 mph signs had been painted on the road

surface.    Members commented on Ms Lunn’s assertion that the interactive signs could not be used in Stonely because of the bends in the road and referred to those erected in Pertenhall and Perry, where there are also bends or hills.     It was agreed to write again and ask if the sign could be introduced and to ask the cost.

           Councillor Downes said that he had been trying to have Easton Road 

           included in the gritting programme, following the recent accident, but had

           had no success.  It will be considered the next time the routes are revised

           and he will take it up with Karen Lunn.

           Regarding the safer routes to school project, we would have to submit a

           bid at the appropriate time so that the routes may be studied and a 

           decision made.

e) High Street Parking.

The e mail from Karen Lunn was read.    Councillor Seabrook proposed that a Working Party be established to discuss this and this was agreed.

The Working Party will meet on Thursday 9 March from 7.30 p.m. to 9.30 p.m.

Councillor L Farrer joined the meeting at this point

f) Bus Shelter.

Councillor Farrer said that he estimated the cost at £500 to £600.  He will provide a drawing for consideration.

     g)   Milestone.     Nothing more to report on this.

h) Ambulance Provision in Kimbolton

Councillor Gooderham has talked to the Fire Service Divisional Officer and been advised that it is not currently the intention for the Fire Service to become ‘first responders’.        He thinks that perhaps someone from Dean has had a private conversation with someone in the Fire Service but nothing formal has been done.  It would have to be Fire Service policy, but as Dean is in Bedfordshire, there will have to be liaison with them.

29/06  COUNTY COUNCILLOR

           Councillor Downes said that the County has now set its budget, which shows a 5% increase on this year, but this level of increase will still require  cuts in services amounting to £8.5 million.     Councillor Downes said that he has proposed staffing reductions and the restoration of some of the proposed cuts.

30/06  QUALITY COUNCILS

           The Clerk said that he thought Council should consider whether to apply for Quality status.     To date there has been little tangible benefit, but if government proposals regarding local government reorganisation go through, then it is their stated intention to devolve more power locally, which could well mean additional services being provided or organised by parishes and towns.

There is a suggestion of Unitary authorities replacing the present county and district structures and, at that time, it may be that parishes will be looked at to take on more functions.      Should this happen, then those with Quality status are likely to be the ones taking the lead and, particularly, there has been talk of a ‘grouping’ of parishes to provide services, so we may be sure that the Quality ones will lead the groups.

There is a lot of work in attaining Quality status, both for the Council and for the Clerk and there will be cost attached to it.   He did, however, feel that we should at least find out more about the requirements.

Members agreed and it was decided to ask CALC to provide a speaker on the subject.   There will be a special Working Party meeting on Thursday 6 April.

31/06  PLANNING MATTERS

a) Applications

0600359LBC/0600388 FUL  11 East St – extension.   Proposed by Councillor Ayrton, seconded by Councillor R Gooderham and unanimously agreed no objection.

0600491  Mulberry Cottage, 22 Hatchet Lane,Stonely – extension.   The applicant was in attendance and spoke regarding his intentions.  No representations have been received.   It was proposed by Councillor Poole, seconded by Councillor Mrs Lloyd and unanimously agreed no objection.

0600373  2 Tollfield – erect garage.  It was proposed by Councillor Seabrook, seconded by Councillor R Gooderham and unanimously agreed no objection.

0600473  4 Ashfield – extension.  It was proposed by Councillor R Gooderham, seconded by Councillor Sutton and unanimously agreed no objection.

0600482LBC  18 High Street – change wall colour and internal alterations.  This application, being for Listed Building Consent, does not include any change of use.        

Councillor Hutchinson declared an interest in this matter,vacated the Chair and left the room.

Councillor Mrs Lloyd in the Chair.

District Councillor Jonathan Gray joined the meeting at this point.

It was proposed by Councillor Seabrook, seconded by Councillor Mrs Blair and unanimously agreed no objection.

0600481  51 Main Road, Stonely – extension.  It was proposed by Councillor Mrs Hellett, seconded by Councillor Ayrton and unanimously agreed no objection.

06000558  67a Main Road, Stonely – erect garage with playroom over.

This application, having only been received today, was deferred for consideration and to enable members to make a site visit.

0503813   New Sun Inn, display of advertisements.  Amended plan.  This too was received today and is deferred for consideration.

b) HDC DEVELOPMENT CONTROL PANEL

The Chairman reported upon having attended the Panel specifically to speak on the application for the New Teaching Block by Kimbolton School.

The Panel members decided to defer this application for a site visit, so it will now be considered at their March meeting.

32/06  PLAYPARKS

The recent Working Party meeting was discussed and it was proposed by Councillor Ayrton, seconded by Councillor Mrs Lloyd and agreed that the sum of  c£10,000 be spent this year on new equipment for the playpark to the rear of the Fire Station.       The suggestion was made that the District Council may be able to negotiate a better price from the supplier, since they buy more from them and Councillor Gray said that he would investigate this.

Councillor Mrs Blair will negotiate with Wicksteed and arrange a site survey .

It was further agreed to provide equipment suitable for teenagers in Pound Lane, rather than on Halls Meadow, and the intention is that this should be in place after 1 April this year.  This, however, would be subject to funding being available from the District Council and this is dependent upon involvement in the design and requirements by local children.

The initial intention is to provide the goal post for which funding was previously allocated and to provide a goal/ basketball unit at the other end of the pitch.  The holes in the pitch will be filled.

The Groundsman will be asked to remove the existing Multiplay unit from the playpark at the Fire Station and additional paid hours will be available if necessary.   Similarly, if he feels he cannot manage this on his own an application will be made for community service assistance.

Steve Moller of the District Council will be chased regarding the hand-over of land at Hunters Way and the County Council asked whether, now that they are funding the Scout premises, it is on the basis that the premises are made available for other village uses.

33/06  CEMETERY COTTAGE

The Clerk said that he thought we should be examining the possibility of improving the insulation, repairing cracks and seeing whether we could replace the windows of the cottage.

It was agreed initially to approach Stilton & Partners, who have undertaken building works for us in the past, and ask them for ideas and quotes.

34/06  STREETLIGHTING

The Clerk explained the problems with certain streetlights, particularly the one near the cemetery entrance.  Ringways were unable to access this without scaffolding and they said that it could, in any event, do with replacing.

The Clerk was asked to obtain a definite cost of this and provide photographs.

A letter from John Haas was read in which he complained that some streetlights had been out for a long time.    This was due initially to us not having a contractor, but that problem had been resolved and the new contractor had made a number of trips to the village to repair lights notified to him and these included those notified by John Haas.   The Clerk was asked to reply to Mr Haas.

District Councillor Jonathan Gray asked if at this point he could mention that the scheme for the High Street paving was being worked on now.

35/06  CORRESPONDENCE

Letter from Huntingdonshire NHS Trust asking that we lobby in favour of the Trust’s retention following reorganisation.   It was agreed that we support the Trust.

Cambridgeshire Local Access Forum meetings and activities.

Institute of Cemetery & Crematorium Management seminar at Cranfield 27/28 April 2006.

36/06  ACCOUNTS

The following were approved for payment:

Robinsons                               Fuel                                        £2.04 inc VAT

Powergen Ltd                 Hearse house power                       £8.33  “      “

Campbell Rees             Architectural fees                          £810.75  “      “

Kimbolton Retailers’ Association     Grant                          £500.00  no   “

E-On Energy                 Streetlight power                         £1225.74  inc  “

Multisigns                    Signwriting Piaggio                           £47.00   “    “

C L Thatcher                       Pay Feb                                  £565.65   no  “

A D Tibbett                               -do-                                    £556.98    “   “

Inland Revenue                   PAYE/NIC                              £221.92    “   “

Cambs County Council        Pension conts.                      £266.24    “    “

37/06  MEMBERS’ POINTS OF INFORMATION

Councillor Gooderham asked about the ‘green waste’ rebate. Councillor Gray said that £33 per tonne is paid by the County Council to dispose of household waste so the more that that is reduced, the less they pay and the more it benefits the taxpayers.

Councillor Gooderham also commented upon the duration of meetings and the fact that they rarely finish until after 10 p.m.   Councillor Mrs Lloyd wondered if time slots could be allocated for each item.

Councillor Mrs Blair asked whether members had seen the new windfarm at Finedon and its 10 turbines.

Councillor Seabrook asked whether anything had been heard about the Vicarage Coachhouse.  He thought that we should keep up the pressure on the District Council, who had promised to investigate.

Councillor Ayrton said that the occupant of Carnaby Cottage in the churchyard needed to be asked to cut back vegetation around his house and also along Carnaby, by his land there.

He also wondered how it is that both Northants and Beds seemed to be addressing the motorcycle problem, but Cambs is not.

Councillor Mrs Lloyd wondered when the bus timetables would be inserted in the new frames.  Councillor Gray said that the District is waiting for new designs of timetables.

She asked that we bear in mind the possibility of booking the mobile skate park for the summer.  Perhaps it could be sited on Overhills car park?

Councillor Farrer said that the bridge on the B645 near to The Butts had been repaied, but the wooden boards forming the footpath were very slippery.

A request has been made by the Editor of the parish magazine for a copy of approved minutes to be e mailed to him.

38/06  NEXT MEETING

The next normal meeting of Council is to be held on Thursday 30 March 2006 at 7 p.m. at the Fire Station, but before that there will be a Working Party meeting on 9 March and the Annual Parish Meeting, to be held at Mandeville Hall on Thursday 16 March, 2006, commencing at 7.30 p.m.

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 2240 hours.

ACTION

28/06(b) Community Action Scheme                                  RL

          (d)  Main Road Stonely                                          Clerk

          (f)  Bus shelter                                                          LF

32/06      Playparks                                                        VB/Clerk

33/06      Cemetery Cottage                                             Clerk

34/06      Streetlights                                                        Clerk

37/06      Vicarage Coachhouse                                       Clerk

