
                                       KSPC

KIMBOLTON & STONELY PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES of the Council meeting held at 7 p.m. on Thursday 23 June 2011 at The Fire Station, Thrapston Rd, Kimbolton.

79/11  PRESENT Councillors K Hutchinson (in the Chair);P Seabrook; Mrs D Hellett; D Poole; Mrs S Hawkes and L Farrer.

IN ATTENDANCE County Councillor P Downes; District Councillor J Gray, C L Thatcher, Clerk to the Council and 4 members of the public.

80/11  APOLOGIES were received from Councillors Mrs R Lloyd; R Gooderham and Mrs J Stainer.

81/11  PUBLIC FORUM   Two of those present represented KC Cougars Football Club  and one was in attendance to speak to a planning application.  It was agreed to permit them to speak when the relevant items were reached.
82/11  MINUTES of the Council meeting held on 12 May 2011 were read, approved and signed as a true record of that meeting.

Councillor L Farrer joined the meeting at this point.

83/11 MATTERS ARISING

a) POLICE   Carol Corn’s report of crimes over the past month was read to the meeting.

b) CEMETERY EXTENSION  Nothing further to report at present.

c) CAR PARKING. No reply as yet from Paul Bland.  The Clerk was asked to remind him.

Councillor Seabrook said that he had been accosted by David Watson who was very concerned at the lack of footfall of customers which, he thought, was due to the lack of parking space.

Councillor Mrs Hawkes arrived at this point.

d) YOUTH CLUB  The Clerk reported that Luminus had kindly offered to supply some used computers which could be used by the Youth Club or, perhaps, if it was decided to set up an Internet Café.
e) SKATE PARK.  Nothing further to report.

84/11  COUNTY COUNCILLOR

Councillor Downes said that the government had given an additional grant to Cambridgeshire County Council to help them patch potholes which were created this winter.    Works will be undertaken in both Kimbolton and Stonely.

Councillor Seabrook suggested that the County Council should grit more roads, thereby preventing them freezing and reducing the number of potholes formed.

Councillor Downes also referred to the circular from the County Council setting the criteria for speed limits, which may now be varied at the request of Parish Councils, subject, of course, to payment of a fee.     The circular is being circulated to all members and will appear on next month’s agenda.

Councillor Downes left the meeting at this point.

85/11  PLANNING MATTERS

a)The following applications were considered:

1100653  Kimbolton Castle – repairs to Popham Gallery. Proposed by Councillor Poole, seconded by Councillor Mrs Hawkes and unanimously recommended for approval.

1100737  Kimbolton School – extension to Dining Hall.  Proposed by Councillor Poole, seconded by Councillor Mrs Hawkes and unanimously recommended for approval.

1100894  Kimbolton School – convert building to workshop.  Proposed by Councillor Poole, seconded by Councillor Mrs Hawkes and unanimously recommended for approval.

Councillor Seabrook declared an interest by virtue of being this Council’s representative on the Board of Governors and Councillor Farrer and Mrs Hellett both declared interests in the above. All took no part in the discussions and did not vote. 

1100829  4 Valentine Gardens, Kimbolton – Porch, bay window, side & rear extn.  Proposed by Councillor Farrer, seconded by Councillor Seabrook and unanimously recommended for approval.

1100928  73 Main Rd Stonely – replacement dwelling.  Letters from the applicant were read by the Clerk.            Proposed by Councillor Poole, seconded by Councillor Mrs Hellett and unanimously recommended for approval.

b) APPLICATION TO DIVERT FOOTPATH 6A, STONELY.
Members noted the application, which was being placed before the County Council, but were unsure as to its reason and who owned the land upon which it is situated.  The Clerk was asked to write for further information.

c) ON-GOING PLANNING MATTERS

George Wall.   Reinstatement of this wall started this week.
Serpentine Walk, Stonely Cottage.  No further information.

86/11  CO-OPTION OF MEMBERS

Three applications had been made for the two vacancies and, following a ballot by members, the following will be invited to become members of this Council:

Mr Geoff Gorham

2 Constables Leys

Kimbolton

Mrs E Milne,

73 Main Rd

Stonely.

87/11  PLAYPARK AT REAR OF FIRE STATION – PROVISION OF TABLES

The Clerk said that he had suggested to the Chairman on the walkabout that it would be good to have ‘pub style’ tables and benches available for families wishing to picnic in the playpark.  The likely cost for two units would be around £200 plus VAT.

There were some concerns about the possibility of theft and it was agreed that, if provided,  they should have ground anchors.

It was proposed by Councillor Mrs Hellett, seconded by Councillor Poole and agreed by 4 in favour and 1 against that the tables be provided.

It was suggested that an approach be made to Dawn Gooderham to see whether she would either be interested in providing the tables or in having the tables dedicated to her, since she was passionate about the playpark.

88/11  LITTER BINS

A letter from Mrs Bailey was read in which she asked for a litter bin at the junction of Castle Gardens and Pound Lane, primarily so that dog walkers could deposit their waste there.

This was agreed and the Clerk will see whether we have a complete bin in stock.

89/11  TREES

Mrs Bailey’s letter also asked for attention to be given to the trees in the spinney adjacent to Halls Meadow .  The Clerk will ask Brian Ogden, HDC’s Trees Officer, for advice when he visits to instruct the Groundsman.       The Clerk said that he was still waiting for Mr Kidman to contact him as requested regarding works to trees in the churchyard.  Councillor Seabrook said that he would remind Mr Kidman.

90/11  REPORTS

a) Village Walkabout – discussed earlier in the meeting.

b) Mandeville Hall.  Reported that Max Hartley has stood down as Chairman in favour of Stan Rhodes.      A Secretary is still required.

91/11  CORRESPONDENCE

Letter from a resident asking whether she could purchase an area of land adjacent to her garden.      The Clerk said that it is possible that there may be a covenant on the land which prevents its sale, but it was agreed to ask the resident what figure she had in mind for the land and to place the matter on the agenda of the next meeting.

Letter from KC Cougars Football Club requesting use of the pitch at Pound Lane.  Nigel Harper and Gary Halliday were present and provided more information.  They have 7 teams under 11 years of age with ¾ teams playing at Kimbolton School and the remainder at Catworth.  However, the pitches at Catworth had been re-aligned and no junior pitches were now available.

Members said they were happy to help but were mindful of a similar approach from KC Cougars a few years ago when this Council had at their request bought 80 tonnes of topsoil which KC Cougars were intending to spread on the pitch and make it playable.  The topsoil remained in a heap at Pound Lane.       KC Cougars acknowledged the previous problem and said that they would work to make the pitch playable and would be responsible for its upkeep and marking out.  They provided a plan of how they envisaged the junior pitches to be orientated and confirmed that the existing goal posts would not be moved.

Members unanimously agreed to allow KC Cougars the use of the land for junior football and to permit the placing of a metal shed and fencing on the site of the former ‘pavilion’ so that they had some storage on site.   The fencing will be in a sympathetic colour to the surroundings.
Notification from Huntingdonshire District Council that the former school in Grass Yard is now numbered 11 Grass Yard.

Letter from County Archives confirming that our cemetery plans are being held in Huntingdon Archive.

Letter from Luminus advising that there will be a conference for their Street Representatives (and prospective ones) on 19 July.

Luminus have also kindly offered to provide surplus computers either for the Youth Club or for an Internet Café, if established.

Request for an additional inscription on the headstone of C Robinson.  This was agreed at the standard fee of £50.

Request by T L Cobbold for memorial to K>M Whitehead was approved.

Request by T L Cobbold for memorial to Wilfred and Margaret Mumford was approved.

Request by Crowsons for  plaque in memory of Dorothy Laflin was approved. 

92/11  ACCOUNTS

The following were approved for payment:

C L Thatcher  Reimbursement re cupboard shelves;postage;printhead     352.62 inc VAT

E – On              Hearse house/streetlight power                                           54.90   “     “

CGM Ltd               Grasscutting      April                                                     899.10   “     “

Fishers                  Sundries                                                                          18.71   “     “

MHB Services Ltd      Streetlight mtnce                                                        91.09   “     “

CGM Ltd                Grasscutting May                                                          899.10  “     “

Robinsons                    Fuel                                                                          11.87   “    “

Stockton Fencing Ltd    Fence at cemetery extn.                                        375.00   “    “

Taylor Stilton Ltd          Fitting shelving in Cottage                                        84.00   “    “

Payroll costs.         Pay, PAYE,NIC,Pension June                                    2001.95  no  “

93/11  DISTRICT COUNCILLOR

Councillor Gray referred to the Development Control Panel decision on the Woolley windfarm application.  It seems that the HDC officers had recommended approval of the scheme but, when it came before DCP it was rejected.     This means that all of the work required for backing-up the reason for refusal will now have to be done externally, at considerable cost.

He said that Alconbury is now back on the agenda, with an LEP having been applied for so that it can be an ‘Enterprise Zone’ which will give freedom from rates etc.   They are trying to build thousands of jobs and housing in the area of the airfield, including the possibility of a “Huntingdon Parkway” railway station.

94/11  MEMBERS’ POINTS OF INFORMATION

 Councillor Mrs Hawkes said there were many potholes in Thrapston Road/St Andrews Lane area.
Councillor Farrer remarked that the ‘unused’ roadsign pole outside Stonely Cottage is still there.

He also thought that Carnaby bridge was again in need of painting and that the gate should be welded.

95/11  NEXT MEETING

The next meeting of Council will be held on Thursday 28 July 2011 at the Fire Station, Kimbolton, commencing at 7 pm.

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 2205 hours.

