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KIMBOLTON & STONELY PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES of the Council meeting held at 7 p.m. on Thursday 24 February 2011 at The Fire Station, Thrapston Rd, Kimbolton.

18/11  PRESENT Councillors Mrs R Lloyd (in the Chair); K Hutchinson; T Sutton; Mrs J Stainer; Mrs S Hawkes and R Gooderham.

IN ATTENDANCE County Councillor P Downes; C L Thatcher, Clerk to the Council and 3 members of the public.  
19/11  APOLOGIES were received from Councillors Mrs Hellett; L Farrer; P Seabrook and D Poole and District Councillor J Gray.

20/11  PUBLIC FORUM  Jon Lister said that he had made a presentation to Overhills School pupils last week and many seemed interested in the Skate Park.   He has a list of names of those willing to serve on a committee.  He has also heard from Dan Grimes, the Youth Club Leader, who is willing to help.     A supplier of skate equipment is interested and may attend a meeting.        He thought a representative of the Parish Council should also be on the committee and members suggested that Councillor Poole, who is our Youth Club representative, might be willing to serve.

21/11  MINUTES of the Parish Council meeting held on 20 January 2011 were read, approved and signed as a true record of that meeting subject to amending minute 04/11 by adding to the sentence which reads

 ‘We would have the ability to develop our own planning policies and allocate sites and Huntingdonshire District Council would have responsibility to assist us in doing that’  the words

“so long as they are in accordance with the Core Strategy”.

22/11 MATTERS ARISING

a) The Clerk read the police report on crimes having been committed in the Parish over the past month.

b) Cemetery Extension.    The Clerk has confirmed with the Legal Advisor that the clause in the sale document relating to the need to fence the land is in order and it is the Council’s duty to maintain the fence.
He also said that he had been discussing the landscaping requirements with the District Council’s Landscape Officer and things had been moving along, but the Landscape Officer had now been told by the Planning Officer that our planning approval has expired and he has withdrawn from discussions.

Councillor Hutchinson said that there is no need to worry, he discussed this with Steve Ingram last week and he can confirm that the planning approval remains in place.  He will speak with Mr Ingram and endeavour to ensure that the Planning Officer is notified accordingly.

c) Car Parking.  There is nothing further to report on this, though a discussion did ensue on the subject of a questionnaire to car drivers in an effort to determine why they parked in the High Street and whether there would be any merit in issuing residents’ badges.

d) Youth Club.   The Clerk reported having had an e mail from Dan Grimes, the Youth Leader, advising the dates on which the Club would be operating for the remainder of this term and stating his intention to seek publicity for the Club.

e) Skate Park.  This was reported under the Public Forum above.

f) Training Courses for Groundsman.      The Clerk said that the Groundsman had approached him about the possibility of attending a course at Shuttleworth College.  The course was to learn about the care and maintenance of trees and how to safely use a chainsaw to cut branches and cut down smaller diameter trees.   
The Clerk thought that the course could be beneficial to the Council because there are many trees in the parish which need attention and having someone in house and able to do that could save money in the long run.  The cost of the course would be £870 and, of course, following successful completion of the course we would then need to purchase a chainsaw.

The Chairman expressed her concern at the cost of the course and other members were doubtful about the Groundsman, as a lone worker, using a chainsaw.

The Clerk will seek the advice of our insurers and will also report back to the next meeting with detail of expenditure on tree work of the past few years.

g) Rookery Lane.  The Clerk said that he had spoken with the Rights of Way Officer at the County Council to see if there were any funds available for improving the surface of the lane.  Unfortunately, there were not.

23/11  COUNTY COUNCILLOR

Councillor Downes explained that the County Council’s budget had finally been set, following a meeting at which difficult decisions had been made and which lasted from 10.30 am until 8 pm. Councillors had throughout been heckled by members of the public.

He handed round a summary of the budget proposals.

24/11  PLANNING MATTERS

a) Applications as follows were considered:

1002089  Wornditch Farm.  Horse walker and ménage.  It was proposed by Councillor Mrs Stainer, seconded by Councillor Sutton and unanimously agreed to recommend approval.

1001341  40 High Street, Kimbolton.  Retain flue, change angle of chimney and encase.

Councillor Hutchinson declared an interest in this item, left the room, did not participate in the discussion and did not vote.

It was proposed by Councillor Sutton, seconded by Councillor Mrs Stainer and unanimously recommended for approval.

Councillor Hutchinson rejoined the meeting.

1002104  Stonely Hill Farm, Main Rd, Stonely.  Relocate tennis court and floodlights.

It was proposed by Councillor Mrs Hawkes, seconded by Councillor Sutton and unanimously recommended for approval.

b) Windfarm.   Mr Martin Patterson, who was in attendance, was invited to speak by the Chairman.  Mr Patterson said that he was now Chairman of the Stop Bicton Windfarm Group and he gave an update on the Group’s activities and their intention to seek Rule 6 Status for the forthcoming Inquiry and to employ experts to speak on the Group’s behalf.     He said that this would be a very expensive operation, perhaps of the order of £70,000 and he asked for the Parish Council’s support.
Councillor Hutchinson said that Council needed to decide whether to appear at the Inquiry and, if so, under what terms.    He did not think it a good idea to seek Rule 6 Status and thought it better if we were independent and had someone appear there on our behalf.

Clearly, this decision could not be taken tonight, nor could any decision on financial assistance to the Group, so it was agreed to hold a special meeting of Council on Thursday 10 March at the Fire Station, commencing at 8 pm.

Councillor Downes left the meeting at this point.

c) ONGOING PLANNING MATTERS

The Clerk had circulated the reply from Steve Ingram which answered the points made.  It was agreed to respond and thank him but to continue to keep pressure on the Planning Department to ensure that both the George wall and the Serpentine Walkway were properly reinstated.  The offer of attendance here by Nigel Swaby was noted and appreciated and will be kept in mind for a future date.
The Clerk mentioned his correspondence with the Conservation Section regarding the former Vicarage, the contents of which were noted.

25/11 G.I.S.MAPPING
The Clerk reported on the GIS Mapping system which he had seen at a recent conference and how he thought that is would be beneficial to the Parish Council.  The cost was £20 p.a. plus an initial fee of £20.

It was proposed by Councillor Mrs Hawkes, seconded by Councillor Mrs Stainer and unanimously agreed to subscribe to the system.   
26/11  REPORTS

Allotments Working Party.  The Chairman reported that this group is due to meet next Tuesday.

Personnel Working Party.  The Chairman reported that the Working party had met three times.

27/11  CORRESPONDENCE

Letter from the County Council regarding the re-routing of a footpath in Stonely. It was proposed by Councillor Gooderham, seconded by Councillor Hutchinson and agreed that no objection be raised.

Posters from NHS regarding Diabetes survey.

CPALC Bulletins

Acknowledgment from Hunts District Council of our precept for 2011/2012 of £49650 which represents £83.45 p.a. in respect of a Band D property, based on 595 properties.

Councillor Gooderham joined the meeting at this point.

Letter from Mr Roy Butler of the PCC drawing attention to the need for the trees in the churchyard to be pruned.   The Clerk will speak with Mr Kidman.

Letter from the County Council about their Highways Warden scheme.  It was agreed to ask Councillor Poole whether he would be interested.

28/11  DISTRICT COUNCILLOR was not in attendance.

29/11  ACCOUNTS

The following were approved for payment:

Anglian Water                       Allotment water                          57.09 no VAT

MHB Services      Streetlight mtnce                                         91.09 inc   “

Robinsons                            Fuel                                             15.27  “     “

Grafton Projects Ltd        Paper & flash drive                          36.74  “     “

Spatial Technology (UK) Ltd    Online mapping service          48.00  “    “

E-On                      Hearse house & streetlight energy            68.27  “    “

Payroll costs.          Pay, PAYE,NIC & pension                   1974.88  no  “

30/11 TO RESOLVE to exclude the Press and Public from the following item in accordance with the provisions of the Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960.

Clerk’s Hours of Work.

The Chairman explained that the Personnel Working Party had met more than once to discuss the matter of the Clerk's hours of work and then outlined the view  that they had come to.  The matter was then thrown open for discussion but disagreement with that view was expressed by other members.  It was agreed that in view of the relatively small number of members present a final discussion would be held during the extra meeting called for Thursday 10th March when all members would be strongly encouraged to attend in order to conclude the matter.  The Clerk returned to the meeting.  The Chairman explained the outcome and gave an assurance that the matter would be resolved on 10th March

31/11  MEMBERS’ POINTS OF INFORMATION
Councillor Mrs Stainer reported that some people had expressed concern that the hearse was displayed in Robinson’s showroom window.     The Clerk said that the idea was two-fold.  Firstly to enable residents to see the hearse and secondly to get it away from the hearse house where there was a danger of it being damaged by the tools.   Ideally we need to find a new home for it where is can be properly displayed.  He confirmed that it is insured.

Councillor Mrs Hawkes said that dog fouling is bad again in Hunters Way.

Councillor Sutton referred to finding dogs in the play area and that we do not have a ‘no dogs’ sign on one of the gates.  The Clerk will order a new sign.

Councillor Gooderham said that the Fire Service required confirmation that this Council holds public liability insurance, since we use the Fire Station for meetings.  The Clerk will provide this.

32/11  NEXT MEETING

The next meeting will be on 10 March, commencing at 8 pm.  Following that will be the Annual Parish Meeting in the Mandeville Hall on 17 March, commencing at 7.30 pm and the next normal meeting on 31 March, commencing at 7 pm in the Fire Station.

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 2235 hours.

