KSPC

KIMBOLTON & STONELY PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES of the Council meeting held at 7.00 p.m. on Thursday, 24 January 2008  at the Fire Station, Kimbolton.

12/08  PRESENT  Councillors K Hutchinson (in the Chair);Mrs R Lloyd;Mrs D Hellett;Mrs D Gooderham;C Ayrton;T Sutton;D Poole;Mrs V Blair;R Gooderham; L Farrer and P Seabrook.
IN ATTENDANCE County Councillor P Downes;District Councillor J Gray and C L Thatcher, Clerk to the Council

13/08  APOLOGIES None.
14/08  COUNTY COUNCILLOR

Councillor Downes said that the County Council is prepared to provide a bus stop sign and timetable in the High Street if the Parish Council asks for it.

He was informed that we would like a sign and had decided upon a pole to support it , this to be sited between the Post Office and Hardware Shop, against the wall.   Councillor Downes suggested that we write to Glen Edge at the County Council .

Despite the petition supporting the Buckden Recycling Centre, the County Council seemed determined to close it.and it appeared that closure would be at the end of October this year.

Councillor Farrer joined the meeting at this point

Councillor Poole asked about the possibility of a left hand turn lane on the B660 where it joins the B645, to assist during the school rush hour.
Councillor Seabrook commented upon the very poor state of the road surface of the B645 through Stonely.

Councillor J Gray joined the meeting at this point.

Councillor Seabrook suggested that the Highways Department be asked to monitor traffic flows at school times.

Councillor R Gooderham joined the meeting.

Councillor P Downes left the meeting.

15/08  MINUTES of the meeting of 3 January 2008 were read, approved and signed as a true record of that meeting subject to the following amendment:

5/08 h) Substitute Mrs Blair for Mrs Hellett.

16/08 MATTERS ARISING

a) Community Action Scheme.  Nothing to report.

b) High Street Re-Paving.  Work started on 14 January.  Members were pleased at the standard of workmanship and the way in which it was being carried out.

Councillor Ayrton was concerned at the parking spaces available in the High Street, even though the works took up some space.  He wondered whether people were staying away because they knew the works were going on.  He suggested that, when the work is finished, we get the newspapers to do a feature and let the shopkeepers know of our concerns and efforts.

c) Bus Shelter.   Councillor Farrer said that he had now acquired the tiles to           

Replace those stolen, but there would be a small cost.

      d)  Cemetery Cottage.     The Clerk reported on progress with the loss 
            adjuster and the Conservation Officer.  The building is now on the ‘at risk’

           register and grants could be available for repairs to the structure.

           Councillor Seabrook asked that the Groundsman seal round the windows 

            With mastic in an effort to reduce the damp.  An electricity card should be

           purchased so that a light may be left on.

           This was agreed, as was the hire of a skip to be placed by the cemetery 

            gate and used for rubbish disposal from the cottage and garden.

        e)  Mandeville Hall.    The Chairman went to the last Hall Committee

             meeting and expressed Council’s concerns, hence the letter from the 

             Chairman.  It was agreed to support a meeting with the Mandeville

             Hall Committee and the Chairman will arrange this.

             It was noted that the car park was again in a poor state and we will try to

             obtain planings.

         f) Planters.   Councillor Mrs Blair has measured up for the planters and has 

             located four that would be suitable at a cost of £99 each. It was agreed 

             to authorise expenditure of £400 on planters.

         g) Playgrounds.   Councillor Mrs Blair has obtained replacement costs for 

             the elephant and motorbike from Wicksteed and the Clerk will ask the 

             insurers whether we may purchase different replacements of equal 
             value.

          h) Bus Stop.  This was dealt with earlier.

           i)  Core Strategy.     The Clerk has prepared a draft letter of response in 
                which he has asked questions in accordance with those minuted at our

                last meeting.   There was a discussion on the matters to be included in

                the Core Strategy, vis a vis the East of England Plan.

17/08  PLANNING MATTERS

0704181  The Clerk reported that Council’s application for the extension to Mandeville Hall was out for consultation and should be determined during February.

0800124   41 High St – extension and alterations.

It was proposed by Councillor Poole, seconded by Councillor Sutton and agreed to recommend approval by 8 votes to 2.

0800044  Land NW of 7 Tollfield – erect dwelling.

Councillor R Gooderham declared an interest in this item,left the room, took no part in the discussion and did not vote.

There was considerable discussion but it was proposed by Councillor Seabrook, seconded by Councillor Mrs Lloyd and agreed to recommend refusal, by 9 votes to 1.

The reason was, that this house is proposed within the curtilage of an affordable unit and the proposal by this social landlord is to build a 4 bed house for sale.  It would, we feel, be more appropriate if this was a pair of semi-detached houses for social housing and we are surprised that Luminus are even suggesting a build for sale, given the apparent need for affordable shared-cost housing in Kimbolton. 

Councillor R Gooderham rejoined the meeting.

18/08  WORKING PARTIES

There were no working party reports.

19/08  CORRESPONDENCE

A circular was received from Hinchingbrooke Hospital giving the results of their survey on accessibility to the hospital by bus.
A request for a headstone for the late Irene Pawlowski was approved.
 A request for an allotment shed by Ms Denham was approved.
A request was made for a cardboard bin by the bottle banks.  This seemed a good idea, but the approval of the Mandeville Hall Committee will need to be sought, as they are not keen on anything else being placed there, since an obstruction may be caused.  Alternatively, a small bin to be emptied by the Groundsman could be a possibility.

Questionnaire from HDC re Parish Charter

Allianz Insurance require information on playground equipment and current values.

Letter from Conservation Officer confirming that she has placed Cemetery Cottage on the At Risk Register.

Consultation on Orders and Regulations relating to the Conduct of Local Authority Members in England.

Probation Service Annual Report.

Neighbourhood Watch leaflets.

Hunts Health Walks for Feb, with one starting in Kimbolton on 11 February.

20/08  ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT

Fishers                                    Sundries                              £39.98 inc VAT

BT                                       Phone & fax                             £33.84   “     “

MHB Services Ltd           Streetlight mtnce                           £89.19 inc VAT

Multisigns                        Signs for playpark & bottle bank £102.23   “      “

Payroll costs  & refund of expenses    January 2008        £1972.47   “      “

K Fergusons Ltd          Balance of grasscutting 2007        £3457.55   “      “

21/08  MEMBERS’ POINTS OF INFORMATION
Councillor Mrs Blair reported on problem dogs in the village, in particular those at one address.  They had been reported to the Dog Warden, resulting in three visits, but little had been achieved as yet.   The situation will be reported to PCSO Carol Corn.

Councillor Mrs Gooderham reported a light out in Stow Rd.

Councillor Ayrton said that streetlight PC25 was on all day.

Councillor Poole asked that the Cemetery Extension be placed on the agenda for the next meeting.

Councillor Seabrook asked whether the Village Crier was still being received by anyone.  It seems that it is not.

He said that some highway signs and road signs are at an angle and Highways have never painted yellow lines at the bus stop in Stonely.

He also again asked that a padlock be placed on the pedestrian gate of the cemetery nearest to the cottage.

Councillor Gray referred to the ATM requested for Barclays Bank.  He said that the materials proposed to fill the hole in the wall were not acceptable to the conservation officer.  Other than that, there is no news of the ATM.

The Tilbrook/Stow Longa Sewage Scheme is delayed. A pumping station is proposed by Tilbrook bridge, with a treatment works at the bottom of Bustard Hill. The purified water will then be returned to the river.   The application has now been withdrawn as a larger access is needed.
22/08  NEXT MEETING

The next meeting is to be held on Thursday 14 February 2008 at the Fire Station, Kimbolton, commencing at 7 p.m.

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 2205 hours.
