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KIMBOLTON & STONELY PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES of the Council meeting held at 7.00 p.m. on Thursday 24 June 2010  at the Fire Station, Kimbolton.

82/10  PRESENT  Councillors Mrs R Lloyd (in the Chair); L Farrer; T Sutton; Mrs S Hawkes; Mrs J Stainer and P Seabrook.

IN ATTENDANCE County Councillor P Downes; District Councillor J Gray; C L Thatcher, Clerk to the Council and one member of the public.

83/10  APOLOGIES were received from Councillors K Hutchinson; Mrs D Hellett; R Gooderham and D Poole.

84/10  NEW COUNCILLOR The Chairman welcomed Councillor Lee Farrer upon his return to the Council.  Councillor Farrer signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office.

85/10  MINUTES of the meeting held on 27 May 2010 were read, approved and signed as a true record of that meeting, subject to the following amendment:

67/10 f)  Burial Fees.  Councillor Seabrook said that he had recommended that the burial fees in future be linked to the cost of living.  It was agreed to accept this amendment to the minutes.
Councillor Gray joined the meeting at this point.
86/10  MATTERS ARISING

a)  Community Service Workers.  In the absence of Councillor Gooderham, this was deferred.

b) Policing     The Clerk read the list of crimes in the parish over the past month.  Concern was expressed at the escalation of crime in this and neighbouring villages.  It was noted that a Neighbourhood meeting is to be held in the Mandeville Hall at the end of July and the Chairman urged all to attend.

c) Cemetery Extension.    The Chairman said that Councillor Hutchinson was meeting someone at Hunts District Council next week and he was hopeful that this would be satisfactorily resolved.

d) Playpark Fencing.     The Clerk reported that the Scouts had engaged Huntree fencing to provide and install their wooden fence and he had obtained a quote from them for chain link fencing and new gates.  Their quote was competitive and he proposed asking them to supply our fencing at the same time.               This was agreed.

Councillor Seabrook referred to minute 36/10 e) of our meeting of 25 March 2010 at which it was agreed that this Council would be responsible for on-going maintenance of the dividing fence and wished to express his concern that this agreement commits the Parish Council to the maintenance of the fence for perpetuity with ongoing expenses on property not belonging to this parish and that this proposal should be reconsidered.   He proposed that,as Standing Orders prevented Council decisions being re-visited within 6 months of any decision, discussion on this matter should take place but be deferred until the September meeting. 

This was seconded by Councillor Mrs Hawkes and agreed with 5 in favour and 1 abstention.

e) Playpark Equipment.  The Clerk passed to the Chairman the brochure on Yates Play Equipment which he had received from Mrs Blair.

f) Car Parking.  Councillor Gary said that a new officer has taken the place of Richard Probyn at hunts DC and that he will look into this in due course.

g) Youth Club         Councillor Downes said that County Council finances are under severe pressure and likely to get worse. There will be a reduction of one third in the budget for youth work and it is likely that the only funding to be directly made for youth provision will be to places of high need.  It is therefore fairly certain that Kimbolton will lose its Youth Club.

Some Leaders are being made redundant whilst others could be re-hired by parishes.   Towns and Parishes must now start considering what former County and District functions could be undertaken by them in future.

It was agreed that we should look at the costings of running the Youth Club and the possibility of using the balance of S106 money for this purpose should be considered.  The Clerk will enquire whether this might be possible and also whether interest accruing on the balance will be transferred to this Council.

A further complication is that Kate Peabody, our current youth leader, has obtained another job and will be leaving in September.

An item will be placed on the agenda for the next meeting.

Councillor Farrer asked whether it was necessary to retain the Youth Club, given the selection of youth organisations in the village.  Councillor Downes said that it had been shown that children not keen on joining the (largely) uniformed organisations benefited greatly from youth provision and that its absence often stored up trouble for later on.
Councillor Downes left the meeting at this point.

h) Village Walkabout.      The Chairman reported on the walkabout and mentioned the land at the bottom of a garden in Constables Leys which we permitted a resident to incorporate into his garden rather than leave as an unkempt area.  It was noted that the property had changed hands and the Clerk was instructed to write to the new owner reminding him that the land is still owned by this Council.

The Clerk said that he had received a complaint from a  resident of Ashfield regarding the spinney by Halls Meadow at the rear of her house.  
She said that youngsters had been camping there and had lit a fire.  Members thought that this area had long been used by youngsters but they noted concerns over fires being lit.
The resident also complained that the trees were overshadowing her garden and the Clerk was authorised to request HDC’s Trees Officer to look at them and advise.

A member referred to the footbridge there and said how dangerous it had become.  The Clerk has several times pointed this out to the County Council, but will write again.  
87/10  PLANNING MATTERS

a) The following applications were considered:
 1000954  Kimbolton School – extend dining room and reinstate chimneys.

Councillors L Farrer, T Sutton and P Seabrook declared personal and prejudicial

interests in this item, left the room and took no part in the discussion or vote.

After some discussion it was proposed by Councillor Mrs Stainer, seconded by Councillor Mrs Hawkes and agreed to recommend approval as appropriate development.   The Chairman, however, pointed out that the plans submitted included reference to houses being built in Pound Lane and wished to make it clear that it is understood that these are not a part of this application.

Councillors Farrer, Sutton and Seabrook re-joined the meeting.

1000648  17 Hatchet Lane, Stonely  - regularisation of existing conservatory.
It was proposed by Councillor Seabrook, seconded by Councillor Farrer and agreed, with 1 abstention, to recommend approval as appropriate development.

Members deplored the fact that this was a retrospective application and felt that a financial penalty should be imposed by the District Council to help prevent this.

1000860  73 Main Rd, Stonely – replacement dwelling.

It was proposed by Councillor Seabrook, seconded by Councillor Sutton and agreed to recommend this application for approval.  There was 1 abstention.

1000882  26 Hatchet Lane, Stonely – extension and alterations.

It was proposed by Councillor Mrs Hawkes, seconded by Councillor Seabrook and unanimously agreed to recommend approval of this application.

The Clerk reported on receipt today of two further applications. He had asked the Planning Department for an extension of time to allow them to be considered at our next normal meeting, but this had been refused.  Accordingly, it was agreed to hold a special meeting on 15 July.

b) LOCAL DEVELOPMENT FRAMEWORK

Councillor Gray said that in the context of the policy, “rural exceptions housing” referred exclusively to affordable housing.       Gypsy and Traveller sites were not proposed for this area.
c) PLANNING FORUM

The Clerk reported receipt of a letter inviting Town and Parish Councils each to send two representatives to a Planning Forum to be held at Pathfinder House at 5.30pm on 5 July 2010.

It was agreed that the Chairman and Councillor Seabrook should attend.
d) ONGOING PLANNING MATTERS

Crown House – chimney.      This matter has been referred to the Head of Planning for enforcement action to be determined.

George House – wall.    The Planning Officer has yet to receive any response from the owner and, if nothing is forthcoming by 28 June, will refer the matter for enforcement action.

Stonely Cottage – serpentine walk.       No developments as yet.
88/10  REPORTS

a) Mandeville Hall Committee.   The Chairman reported that Councillor Seabrook had been appointed to membership of the Committee.

89/10  CORRESPONDENCE

Other than correspondence reported elsewhere in these minutes, the only item was a circular and leaflets regarding Sports Courses for youngsters being run by the District Council at St Ives.

90/10  VACANCY FOR COUNCILLOR

The Clerk reported that no request for a by-election had been made following the resignation of Mrs Gooderham, so the Council may fill the vacancy by co-option.  
91/10  ACCOUNTS

The following were approved for payment:

County Grounds Maintenance Ltd                  Grasscutting                810.17 inc VAT

Allianz Insurance                                  Premium re Piaggio               188.72   no  “

Fishers                                                             Sundries                       46.59  inc  “

Robinsons                                              Fuel & oil                                26.29    “    “

Arthur Ibbett Ltd                                  Drop post, lock etc                  175.37    “    “

MHB Services Ltd                               Streetlight mtnce                       89.19    “   “

Payroll costs.       Salaries, PAYE/NIC, Pension + sand & cement   2000.74   “   “

92/10  DISTRICT COUNCILLOR

Councillor Gray said that Hunts District Council had decided that payment should be made for car parking at the Riverside Car Park, St Neots.  He had unfortunately been unable to persuade his colleagues to change their minds.

There is now considerable pressure upon the Council’s budget and many economies will have to be made.   Capital expenditure will be stopped and there is a possibility that services and staff may be shared by Councils.

93/10  MEMBERS’ POINTS OF INFORMATION

Councillor Seabrook said that he had seen the Groundsman driving the Piaggio towards St Neots.   The Clerk confirmed that he had sent him to Ibbett’s for the drop post.  Councillor Seabrook was concerned at the time that would take out of the Groundsman’s day and advised that a member of Ibbett’s staff lived in Gt Staughton and could probably be asked to bring goods home with him, to save the journey.

Councillor Seabrook also mentioned the fact that when minutes were amended , the amended minutes were not displayed to the public.  The Clerk pointed out that he does not physically amend earlier minutes and anyone viewing minutes should also look at the minutes of the next meeting to check that there had been no amendment.    He suggested that, now that he has a later edition of ‘Word’ software, he could annotate amended minutes, drawing attention to the change, and would do this in future.

Councillor Mrs Hawkes referred to the spreading of pig manure along village roads recently.  She was told that this was an unfortunate occurrence and had arisen due to a malfunction of the farmer’s equipment.

Councillor Farrer said that his Landrover had recently been stolen from Carnaby and had been driven over Carnaby bridge and up the Leys.   The thieves then lifted the five bar gate off its hinges and escaped.  He asked whether he could alter the hinges to prevent the gate being lifted off in future.  This was agreed.

He also asked about reactive speed signs and whether the Council were intending installing any.   He was told that County Council policy had changed and they would not now sanction the installation of such signs.

94/10  NEXT MEETING

He next normal meeting of Council will be held onThursday 29 July 2010 in the Fire Station, commencing at 7 pm, but a special meeting to consider planning applications will be held on Thursday 15 July, also in the Fire Station.        
There being no further business, the meeting closed at 2210 hours.    


