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KIMBOLTON & STONELY PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES of the Council meeting held at 7 p.m. on Thursday 24 November 2011 at The Mandeville Hall, Thrapston Rd, Kimbolton.

160/11  PRESENT:  Councillors Mrs S Hawkes; D Poole; Mrs D Hellett; Mrs E Milne; R Gooderham; Mrs R Lloyd; Mrs J Stainer; G Gorham and K Hutchinson.

IN ATTENDANCE C L Thatcher, Clerk to the Council.
161/11  APOLOGIES were received from Councillors P Seabrook and L Farrer; District Councillor J Gray and County Councillor P Downes.

162/11  PUBLIC FORUM was not used.

163/11  MINUTES of the meeting held on 27 October 2011 were read, approved and signed as a true record of that meeting, subject to 

(i) 149/11 being changed to Councillor Poole spoke to Mr Cooper, rather than met.
(ii) 158/11 Councillor Hutchinson. Add ‘ mentioned a new fence around an Ashfield property which he thought might need planning approval and certainly a gate has been hung which opens onto the highway’.
164/11  MATTERS ARISING

(i) The Clerk read PCSO Carol Corn’s report on crime in the parish over the past month.

(ii) Cemetery Extension.  Kim Renkin has kindly produced drawings of the opening to be made in the wall and of the pillars.   He has provided them as a gift to the Council.  Members appreciated the gesture and passed their thanks to Mr Renkin.
The Clerk will now arrange to let the HDC Planners have copies and seek approval for the work to begin.

(iii)  Car Parking.  Nothing new to report.

(iv) Village Plan.  Agreed to defer consideration for the time being.

(v) Pound Lane.  Nothing further heard from KC Cougars.

(vi) Cemetery Worker.  The Clerk reported a nil response and will try a differently worded advertisement.

(vii) Computers:  The course has now started with Councillor Poole, Stan Rhodes and The Clerk being On-Line “Champions”.   Six people have commenced training and it is hoped to establish an Internet Café in the new year.    It was agreed that although the computers were gifted to the Parish Council for use as a training source and for the Youth Club, it made sense that, having now established and equipped the centre, day to day control and organisation should be handed to the Mandeville Hall Committee.

165/11  PLANNING.

The following applications were considered:

1101800   9 Thrapston Rd, Kimbolton – alterations to roof and single-storey extension.

The Clerk read a letter of objection from a neighbour.

Members considered this application to be similar to the previous one which they had recommended for refusal and therefore it was proposed by Councillor Gooderham, seconded by Councillor Mrs Hellett and unanimously agreed to again recommend refusal because of overdevelopment, out of character and adverse effect on neighbours.

1101780   26 Hatchet Lane, Stonely – replace windows with door and install Juliet balcony.

It was proposed by Councillor Hutchinson, seconded by Councillor Gooderham and unanimously recommended that this be approved as appropriate development.

1101820   5 East St, Kimbolton – remove gate and brickwork, install new gate and arch.

It was proposed by Councillor Mrs Hawkes, seconded by Councillor Mrs Stainer and unanimously recommended for approval.

1101862   35 Main Rd, Stonely – structural works to roof.

It was proposed by Councillor Mrs Hellett, seconded by Councillor Hutchinson and unanimously agreed to recommend approval.

1101888   27 Newtown, Kimbolton – single storey conservatory-style kitchen.

It was proposed by Councillor Poole, seconded by Councillor Mrs Hawkes and unanimously agreed to recommend approval.

ONGOING PLANNING  MATTERS

 Stonely Cottage – serpentine walk.         Nothing heard about reinstatement so the Clerk will write to HDC asking for an update.
BICTON WINDFARM INQUIRY

Nothing further.
CHELVESTON WINDFARM

Notification from Bedford Borough that this is going to an Inquiry.

ALLOCATION OF ADDRESS

Notification by Royal Mail that an address of ‘Gardener’s Cottage’ has been allocated to a property in Grass Yard.

166/11  REPORTS

Footpaths.  Councillor Poole reported that access to footpaths 41 and 18 in the Bicton area has been improved by new bridges. Footpath 39 has been opened up with a ducted ditch.

The Pound Lane – Sandy Lane sign has gone. The footpath from the Castle to Park Farm has not been cleared.

167/11  QUEEN’S DIAMOND JUBILEE

It was agreed to carry this forward for later consideration and that the possibility of a street party be explored.

It was also agreed to place the idea of a Christmas Fair on the agenda.

168/11  CEMETERY MANAGEMENT COURSE

The Clerk reported upon his attendance at the course, which he had found very informative.

Among the subjects discussed were Exclusive Rights of Burial;  Health and Safety regarding grave diggers;  confirmation of the identity of the person being buried and the ramifications of having the land consecrated.

169/11  CORRESPONDENCE

Letter from an allotment holder complaining about the increase in fees.

Request for a memorial for the late Mrs Jessup – agreed.

Request for a memorial for the late R & V Dann – agreed.
Notification of Luminus street representative meeting.

Request from Vision ICT LTD that we upgrade from our present website format to a new, improved , one and offering to do this for a discounted price of £75 instead of the usual £400.  This was agreed.

170/11  ACCOUNTS

The following were unanimously approved for payment, being proposed by Councillor Mrs Hellett and seconded by Councillor Gooderham :

House of Flags Ltd            Union flag for churchyard                        87.00 inc VAT
Anglian Water                   Allotment water                                      140.78  no   “

CGM Cambridge Ltd         Grasscutting                                          899.10  inc  “

Robinsons                         Fuel                                                          55.62  “     “

MHB Services Ltd             Streetlight mtnce                                      91.09   “    “

Glasdon UK Ltd                 Litter bin                                                 269.90  “     “

E-ON                                 Hearse house & streetlight                       60.42  “    “

Fishers                              Sundries                                                   65.69   “    “

SLCC                                Annual subscription                                 140.00 no  “

Payroll costs                     Pay, PAYE,NIC,Pension + expenses    2140.91 inc  “

D W Poole                        Webcam headphones and lead                 31.91   “   “

Royal British Legion          2 x wreaths                                               34.00  no  “

171/11  BUDGET AND PRECEPT 2012/13

The Clerk presented details of the actual income and expenditure of the Council for the first half of this financial year, his estimate of likely transactions for the remainder of the year and forecast of income and expenditure for the next financial year.
After discussion it was proposed by Councillor Gooderham, seconded by Councillor Gorham and unanimously agreed that the precept for 2012/2013 should increase by 3%, to £51140.

172/11  MEMBERS’ POINTS OF INFORMATION

Councillor Hutchinson gave a reminder about the fence in Ashfield.

Councillor Mrs Milne said that some people were still ignoring the speed limit on Main Road Stonely and wondered whether mobile speed indicator boards could be deployed from time to time.   The Clerk will contact Highways to see if they could help.   Mention was made of Speedwatch, but members did not wish to become involved in this.

Councillor Mrs Hellett said that streetlight PC33 on the Causeway was out.

Councillor Mrs Hawkes said that there was more dog fouling in Newtown.  The Chairman will try to have a note placed in the parish magazine.

Mrs Hawkes also said that some roadsigns in Station Road were obscured by hedges and she wondered if the Groundsman could attend to them.

Councillor Mrs Stainer said that daffodils planted by Brownies opposite the Prep School were being swallowed up by vegetation and she wondered if the intention was to leave that patch untended.    It was explained that we originally cut the grass there, but the grasscutters some years ago complained that the area was waterlogged and stopped cutting it.  Since then it has been allowed to stay in its natural state.

Councillor Gooderham said that people attending football matches were parking on land owned by the Parish Council.

173/11  NEXT MEETING

It was agreed that the meetings over the next three months will be held on –

Thursday 15 December 2011

Thursday 19 January 2012 and

Thursday 23 February 2012.

At the Fire Station, Thrapston Rd, Kimbolton, commencing at 7 pm.

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 2115 hours. 

