KSPC

KIMBOLTON & STONELY PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES of the Council meeting held at 7.00 p.m. on Thursday 24 September 2009  at the Fire Station, Kimbolton.

136/09  PRESENT: Councillors Mrs R Lloyd (in the Chair); Mrs V Blair; Mrs D Gooderham; T Sutton; D Poole; Mrs D Hellett and L Farrer.

IN ATTENDANCE County Councillor P Downes, District Councillor J Gray and C L Thatcher, Clerk to the Council.

137/09 APOLOGIES were received from Councillors C Ayrton; R Gooderham;K Hutchinson and P Seabrook.

138/09 PUBLIC FORUM was not used.

139/09 MINUTES of the Council meeting held on 27 August 2009 were read, approved and signed as a true record of that meeting.

140/09 COUNTY COUNCILLOR

Councillor Downes referred to the Transport Fund and, in particular to the Guided Bus.   He said the cost of the Guided Bus was now £125 million.  It would not be easy to use from Huntingdon and there is an attempt to introduce a Park and Ride scheme so that people can get from the western side of Huntingdon to the bus terminal.  There is the possibility of a Park and Ride point being established at the roundabout at the A141 junction.

Generally, the County Council’s funding is looking pretty poor and there will be the need for massive cuts in expenditure over the next three years. As yet, it is not known where the cuts will fall.

The Area Joint Committee meets on 12 October and he hopes that there will be a response about Main Rd/Easton Rd Stonely.

Councillor Downes left the meeting at this point.

141/09 MATTERS ARISING
a) Mandeville Hall/Youth Club  The Clerk reported that the new room was very nearly finished and there were two matters he wished Council to decide.

Firstly, the room will be completed but not equipped.  There will be no cutlery or crockery, nor kitchen equipment such as kettle, microwave or pots and pans.  There is no furniture.
It was agreed that the Youth Service be asked whether they could provide any equipment, perhaps by fundraising, failing which it might be possible to borrow some from the Mandeville Hall Committee.  Due to a shortage of funds this Council will at present limit itself to the provision of the curtains for the door and window, which are estimated to cost c £300.

Secondly, the Clerk reminded members that the construction contract did not include any improvements to the car parking area outside the Hall nor, indeed, to the direct approach to the new room.    He had obtained from two contractors quotes for re-surfacing the car park and both of these were around £8000.
Members agreed that it would be a great pity not to complete the works by providing a new surface for the car park, but were concerned whether we had sufficient funds to do so.  The Clerk provided details of our current financial position and said that the key to whether we can afford to re-surface the car park was whether or not we would be able to re-claim the VAT incurred on the building costs.   He was hopeful that we would and has written to HMRC asking for guidance.

It was proposed by Councillor Poole, seconded by Councillor Sutton and unanimously agreed to re-surface the Mandeville Hall car park at an estimated cost of £8000.00 subject to HMRC agreeing to the VAT on the building costs being reclaimable.

b) Community Service.  Councillor Mrs Blair said that she has spoken to Keith Mansfield, who co-ordinates the service, and has arranged a meeting.  She envisages a team of 10 working over a weekend.

c) Policing.    The Clerk read the police report on incidents in the parish over the last month and this was duly noted.

     It was agreed to write to the police asking for their presence at the 

     Remembrance Sunday parade.

     It was also agreed to minute mention of the disorder at the Statti Fair 

     which, it was thought, may well not have occurred had there been a police

     presence, as a reminder to ask for same in 2010.   

d)  Cemetery Extension.    The Clerk said that he had provided Councillor  
     Hutchinson with copies of the correspondence relating to the planning

     application, as requested, and Councillor Hutchinson is writing to Steve 

     Ingram.

e)  Cemetery Cottage.    The Clerk reported that the tenants are in the 

      process of moving in and he has received the first instalment of rent from 

      the agents.       He has opened the gate at the end of The Leys to enable

      furniture vans to gain access to the cottage and will ensure that the gate

      is locked again.

      The matter of the difficult access to the cemetery was raised, this causing 

      problems not only for the cottage tenants, but for funerals and 

      gravediggers as well. 

      It was agreed that the re-positioning of the gate was highly desirable and 

      the Clerk has been told it would cost around £2000.  It was proposed by

      Councillor Poole, seconded by Councillor Mrs Hellett and unanimously 

      agreed that this work be undertaken once there is confirmation that funds

      are available, ie if the VAT refund is forthcoming.   

f) Village Walkabout.   Councillor Mrs Gooderham said that she was

concerned to ensure that matters raised on the walkabout did not get 

ignored.

She asked that the following be attended to:

· the tree on Stonely Green

· the trees adjacent to the river on Cemetery Cottage allotment

· the weeds in the Ginnell.

· The fence by the former Youth Club bridge.

          The Clerk said that Bridget Halford had looked at the holly hedge and had

           taken samples to examine.  Councillor Mrs Blair said that she thought the

           hedge had started growing again.

g) Christmas Fair.  Councillor Mrs Blair reported meeting with Kimbolton 

Traders’ representative, Pippa Taylor, Vicky Moore who organises the

Food Festival and Esther, representing the Brownies. The Clerk was also present.      It seems that the Christmas Tree Festival is arranged for the weekend of 5/6 December, as is the School’s Christmas Fair, whilst the Food Festival is on 12 December, simply because they were unable to book the Mandeville Hall due to there being a party on the Friday night and the room would not have been cleaned for the Saturday.

It will now prove difficult to change these dates as stallholders have been approached and are committed, so it was agreed to let the events continue this year and then start early with co-ordinated events for 2010.  Councillor Mrs Blair volunteered to co-ordinate and Councillor Mrs Gooderham said that she would be happy to help.
h) Hedgecutting           The Clerk has been quoted a price of £30 per hour.     It was proposed by Councillor Mrs Hellett, seconded by Councillor Mrs Gooderham and unanimously agreed to employ a tractor-based hedge cutter at £30 per hour for one day.

i)   Jointly Funded Minor Works application.    The Clerk reported that our application for funding to improve road safety on Main Road, Stonely had not been successful.

142/09 PLANNING MATTERS

Councillor Farrer declared a personal interest in the following applications related to Wrights Farm.

0901064  Wrights Farm, Tilbrook Rd, Kimbolton – erect outbuilding.

It was proposed by Councillor Sutton, seconded by Councillor Mrs Hellett and unanimously agreed to recommend approval.

0901065  Wrights Farm, Tilbrook Rd Kimbolton.  Erect outbuilding.

This is an alternative scheme to the above.  Members agreed to the proposal by Councillor Mrs Blair, seconded by Councillor Mrs Hellett, that they had no objection to this proposal either, but their preference was for 0901064.
0901156  Station House, Kimbolton Rd,Stow Longa. 

It was proposed by Councillor Poole, seconded by Councillor Mrs Gooderham and agreed to recommend approval.

143/09  REPORTS
a) there were no Working Party reports.

b) St Neots Neighbourhood Forum meeting 28 September.   The Clerk reported, in his absence, on Councillor Seabrook’s attendance at the preliminary meeting of the Forum.  Councillor Seabrook felt that the new Forum could be effective and would be happy to be this Council’s representative.     It was agreed that Councillor Seabrook should represent this Council  and Council supported his application to be a member of the Panel for rural villages.

144/09  CORRESPONDENCE

Various letters regarding the establishment of the Neighbourhood Forum.

Circular from Independent Review Service regarding a workshop at Peterborough on the Social Fund.

Request from Blenkharn Memorials for a headstone commemorating the late Leslie Huigh Alexander Hewitt.  This was approved.

Circular from NALC advising of revised scales of pay for local council staffs effective from 1 April 2009, together with revised car allowance rates for Clerks and changes to the annual leave entitlement.     The revised annual leave allowances represent an increase in the basic leave entitlement from 20 days to 21 days with a further 4 days after 5 years’ continuous service, for full time staff.  Part time staff are pro rata.

145/09  ACCOUNTS

The following  were approved for payment:

Fishers                       Groundsman sundries                           £48.23 inc VAT

Anglian Water             Allotment water                                    £19.59   no   “

K Fergusons Ltd         Grasscutting                                     £5958.51  inc   “

MHB Services Ltd        Streetlight mtnce                                 £87.30   “     “

Robinsons                     Fuel & Oil                                           £41.45   “     “

E-On                         Balance cem.cottage + hearse house    £73.62   “     “

G R Dixon                    Internal Auditor fee                              £60.00  no   “

DVLA                          Car tax – Piaggio                                  £15.00   “    “

Payroll costs             Pay, tax, NI & pension                        £1937.56   “    “

Year to date:
The Clerk distributed details of income and expenditure for the first half year of 2009/10, plus a note of the balances at bank on 23 September 2009.

These were duly noted.

Councillor Gray joined the meeting at this point.
146/09  DISTRICT COUNCILLOR

Councillor Gray referred to the application likely to be soon submitted for a windfarm at Bicton and pointed out that the preferred route for the delivery of aggregate to the site if any application is approved – and there would be a considerable amount of aggregate – is the B645.

He also commented on the establishment of the Neighbourhood Forum which, he thought, would be beneficial to the rural villages.       
147/09 MEMBERS’ POINTS OF INFORMATION

Councillor Mrs Gooderham drew members’ attention to the recent death of Dr A W Burt, who had been a Chairman of this Council.

Members stood in silent tribute to Dr Burt. 
Councillor Sutton said that he was willing to plant fresh flowers in the War Memorial planters and hoped that this was acceptable to Council.

Councillor Poole enquired about the shed for the cottage.  This will be provided on receipt of Planning approval.

Councillor Mrs Hellett said that the recent cutting of the allotments hedge had revealed a ‘dog fouling’ sign which needs moving.

Councillor Farrer said that the allotments water pipe will be bored in, in the near future.   Other points mentioned included the gravel for the churchyard, the wood by Rookery Lane and paint on bollards.

148/09   NEXT MEETING

The next meeting of the Council will be held at the Fire Station, Kimbolton on Thursday 29 October, commencing at 7 pm.   
There being no further business, the meeting closed at 2135 hours.

