

                                       KSPC

KIMBOLTON & STONELY PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES of the Council meeting held at 7 p.m. on Thursday 25 August 2011 at The Mandeville Hall, Thrapston Rd, Kimbolton.

112/11  PRESENT: Councillors Mrs R Lloyd (in the Chair); G Gorham; P Seabrook; K Hutchinson and D Poole.

IN ATTENDANCE  District Councillor J Gray and C L Thatcher, Clerk to the Council

113/11  APOLOGIES were received from Councillors Mrs D Hellett; Mrs E Milne;  L Farrer;  R Gooderham; Mrs S Hawkes; Mrs J Stainer and County Councillor P Downes.

114/11  PUBLIC FORUM was not used.

115/11  MINUTES of the meeting held on 28 July 2011 were read, approved and signed as a true record of that meeting subject to the amendment of line 1 of minute 101/11 a) to read:
Police.  The Clerk reported upon Councillor Seabrook’s recent attendance at the Neighbourhood Policing meeting and upon his election to the Panel.

116/11  MATTERS ARISING

a) Police.  No report has been received.

b) Cemetery Extension.   The Clerk reminded members that he had been authorised to offer the contract to E Farrer & Sons subject to their revised quote not exceeding a certain figure.  This it had done and, although it still remains the cheapest quote, he has as instructed referred it back to this meeting.
It was proposed by Councillor K Hutchinson, seconded by Councillor Gorham and unanimously agreed that the quotation of E Farrer & Sons in the sum of £14584.00 for the construction and edging of new footpaths, the opening of the wall and construction of pillars be accepted.

It was also agreed that drawings be provided to the District Council as per their requirement to show the new opening and pillars, before construction is commenced.

c) Car Parking.  Nothing further to report.

d) Youth Club. The Club should re-commence on 8 September.

e) Skate Park.  A letter from John Lightfoot , sent in his capacity as a member of the Kimbolton Cricket Club, was read by the Clerk.  Mr Lightfoot objects strongly to the suggested provision of a skate park at Pound Lane due to likely vandalism and trouble that would be caused to the cricket ground and their clubhouse.

The letter was noted.

f) Provision of Computers.    The Clerk said that he had placed notices around the village and had received expressions of interest from some people regarding basic computer courses.    He had also asked BT how much the provision of a phone line and broadband access would cost and they had quoted an installation fee of £118 plus line and broadband rental of nearly £40 per month.  It was agreed to defer consideration until the next meeting and in the meantime the Clerk will obtain alternative quotes.
He will also ask the Youth Club whether they would wish to have the use of computers.

g) Pound Lane.   Nothing further had been heard from KC Cougars and no works had taken place on the land as yet.  The Chairman said that she had not yet spoken to them about their proposed storage shed, but would do so.

h) Land adjacent to Constables Leys.    The Clerk said that eh had researched the history of the piece of land and had discovered that it was originally earmarked as a childrens’ play area and, indeed, one of the planning conditions on the development of Constables Leys was that the play park should be equipped and available before 50% of the houses were occupied.  Clearly this had never been complied with and he is awaiting the District Council’s advice on how to proceed.

Nevertheless, members considered the question of the sale of the land and it was proposed by Councillor Seabrook, seconded by Councillor Hutchinson and unanimously agreed to affirm an earlier decision of Council that Council land should not be sold.

117/11 PLANNING MATTERS

The following applications were considered:

1101144  Clancarty,23 High St., Kimbolton – covered area to courtyard.

It was proposed by Councillor Seabrook, seconded by Councillor Gorham and unanimously agreed to recommend this application for approval.

Councillor Poole joined the meeting at this point.

1101175  Kimbolton School – erect Portakabin.

A discussion ensued on this application and, particularly, how approvals for temporary buildings at schools lead to the buildings remaining for a considerable time.  Members understood the reason for this application and hoped that the opportunity might be taken to provide permanent changing accommodation.    For that reason it was proposed by Councillor Gorham, seconded by Councillor Hutchinson and agreed by 4 in favour and 1 abstention, that the application be approved subject to a 2 year time limit.

1101284  Moreto,2 Grass Yard, Kimbolton – extension and remove garage and chimney.

It was proposed by Councillor Mrs Lloyd, seconded by Councillor Seabrook and unanimously agreed to recommend approval of this application.

CHANGES TO PLANNING LAW

Councillor Hutchinson referred to the proposals now being made for changes to planning law. He said that in future the presumption will be in favour of development, though sustainability will be necessary. 

RE-ROUTING OF FOOTPATH 3

The Order for the re-routing of this footpath in Stonely had been received and it was proposed by Councillor Seabrook, seconded by Councillor Hutchinson and agreed by 3 votes to 2 that the proposal be accepted.
BICTON WINDFARM

Councillors P Seabrook and D Poole declared personal and prejudicial interests in this item, took no part in the discussion and did not vote.

The Chairman reported that the planning part of the Inquiry had been deferred to 13/14 December due to a bereavement.  Broadview Energy’s barrister’s wife had also been taken ill and this delayed the hearing somewhat.  She thought that there was some disarray on the part of Broadview in the production of their documents.

Site visits will take place on 20 September and a decision is expected in the New Year. 

118/11  REPORTS

No reports were presented.

119/11  FOOTPATH ACROSS HALL’S MEADOW

The Chairman reported on the damage to the footpath caused by the roots of the young trees planted adjacent to it.    Since the Trees Officer is attending the village soon she asked that his attention be drawn to it and advice obtained.

120/11  CORRESPONDENCE

A letter received from Cambridgeshire County Council regarding arrangements for the winter season.    Included in the letter was information regarding the gritting of footpaths and the need for trained operatives to do this.  A one-day course is being offered in Huntingdon at the end of September and it was agreed to ask our Groundsman to attend.  

 Councillor Seabrook asked that Highways be requested to consider gritting more roads since, by doing so, it would prevent water freezing on the surfaces and it is the water which causes the damage, thereby costing Highways far more than if they had gritted.
Letter from Smiths of Derby advising that the church clock has been serviced.

Request for the burial of the cremated remains of H W Barlow in Kimbolton cemetery.  This was unanimously agreed.

Circular from RHS urging participation in Britain in Bloom.

Request for memorial to Eleanor Hilton, which was approved.

121/11  ACCOUNTS

The following were approved for payment:

MHB Services Ltd               Streetlight mtnce                             91.09 inc VAT
Robinsons                           Fuel                                                 22.85  “     “

Smith of Derby Ltd               Clock maintenance                       199.20  “     “

CGM Ltd                               Grasscutting                                 824.30  “     “

A Linger                      Removal of fallen branches                    144.00  “     “

E-On                            Hearse house & streetlight                      34.35  “     “

Anglian Water                     Allotment water                                81.67  no   “

In Aqua                       Element for towel rail Cem. Cottage        42.00  inc  “

Payroll                     Pay, PAYE,NIC & Pension & expenses  2040.95   “    “

122/11  TO RESOLVE to exclude the Press and public from the following item in accordance with the Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960

Recommendation of Personnel Working Party re Clerk’s pay and conditions.

District Councillor J Gray joined the meeting at this point but left the room together with the Clerk.

A discussion ensued on the current position and ultimately the Clerk and the District Councillor were invited back into the meeting.    The Clerk was told that it had been proposed by Councillor Hutchinson, seconded by Councillor Poole and unanimously agreed to grant an annual increment wef 1 April 2011, taking the Clerk’s salary to pro rata SCP30.

It was further agreed that the salary be reviewed again in the New Year so that a decision might be made before 1 April.

It was also agreed that a Use of Home as Office allowance be provided in the sum of £150 per annum, also effective from 1 April 2011.

123/11  DISTRICT COUNCILLOR

Councillor Gray talked about the Windfarm Inquiry and also about the land at Hunters Way, the future of which still remained unresolved.     The District Council’s Legal officer has now retired and so negotiations will have to take place with his replacement.  

The Clerk reminded members that in agreeing to take over ownership of the land, HDC were attempting to impose conditions which were detrimental to this Council and there would be a not insignificant cost to the Council in the maintenance of other grassed areas in the village, currently the responsibility of HDC but which are proposed to also be transferred to this Council as a part of the ‘deal’.

124/11  MEMBERS’ POINTS OF INFORMATION

Councillor Poole said that there were links on our website which did not work.  He will give details to the Clerk.

He also said that footpath signage in the Stow Road/Catworth Road area is poor.

125/11  NEXT MEETING

The next meeting of Council will take place on Thursday 29 September 2011, commencing at 7 pm in the Fire Station, Kimbolton.

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 2150 hours.

