KSPC

KIMBOLTON & STONELY PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES of the Council meeting held at 7.00 p.m. on Thursday 25 February 2010  at the Fire Station, Kimbolton.

14/10  PRESENT: Councillors Mrs R Lloyd (in the Chair); Mrs V Blair; K Hutchinson; T Sutton; D Poole; P Seabrook and R Gooderham.

IN ATTENDANCE County Councillor P Downes; District Councillor J Gray, C L Thatcher, Clerk to the Council and 4 members of the public.

15/10  APOLOGIES were received from Councillors Mrs D Gooderham and Mrs D Hellett.

16/10  PUBLIC FORUM   A member of the public present asked whether the new railings at Rookery Bridge were to be painted.  The Clerk will ask the County Council if they could do this.

17/10  MINUTES of the Council meeting of 21 January 2010 were read, approved and signed as a true record of that meeting.

18/10  MATTERS ARISING
a) Mandeville Hall Website.     The Clerk explained that now that the Mandeville Hall Committee had a new Treasurer, it had been discovered that the website provider required someone to provide credit card details to them – even though their fees had been paid for the next two years – before allowing access to the website for amendment.                       No-one was very keen to do this and the Clerk wondered if this might be an ideal opportunity to combine the Mandeville Hall website with this Council’s, as our website is very easy to amend and update and village information would then be provided in one place.   He had enquired the cost from our website provider and had been told that there would be an initial fee of £50 and then an ongoing charge of an extra £11 per annum.

Councillor Mrs Blair said that she was happy for the Mandeville Hall to be included within our website but objected to paying the £50 charge.

It was agreed that our representatives on the Mandeville Hall Committee would seek their views and, if they are willing to contribute the £50, would confirm that arrangements will be made to provide pages within our website for the Hall.
b) Community Service Workers.  Nothing to report at present.

c) Policing.  The Clerk read the report provided by PCSO Corn showing the crimes committed in the parish in the past month.

d) Cemetery Extension.   No reply had been received from the Planning Officer.

e)  Donation to Scouts.  A lengthy discussion ensued on this and the Clerk advised that the quote for the whole area to be fenced e.g. the length between the Scouts ground and the playpark and the length along the Ginnell behind the Scouts would be approx £2400 in wood and, if done with a chain link fence, £1952.   The cost for just the dividing fence would, of course, be less.

The feeling was that a chain link fence would be sufficient for our purposes and members thought that they might be willing to contribute the cost of that.  However, should the Scouts wish to install a close-boarded fence then perhaps we could provide them with the money we would have spent on a chain link fence.   It was agreed initially to inspect the site and determine the condition of the other fences and gates and to report back.  A site meeting will be held on Saturday 13 March at 10.30a.m. at the playground.

Councillor Mrs Blair said that she had identified some play equipment which could be sited at the Play Park, near to the fence.  This will be considered at the next meeting.

f) Grit Bins.  The Clerk reported that the grit bins had been ordered and that Overhills School did not wish to purchase one if one was available nearby.

Councillor Seabrook suggested purchasing a wheeled spreader of grit, to be used by the Groundsman on icy pavements.  He suggested Atlantic Superstores as a possible supplier.

g) Cemetery Gate and Wall.   The work has been finished but members were not very impressed by the workmanship.  The pillar caps particularly look out of place and far too big.  Members will inspect the work and advise the Clerk whether he may release the final payment to the builder.

The Groundsman will be asked to stain the gates and posts.

h) Rookery Lane.  The Clerk reported receipt of a complaint from the County Council about vehicles using Rookery Lane to get to the allotments and causing large ruts in the surface.  The County Council ask that the people doing so are requested to stop, otherwise they may feel it necessary to put drop posts in to prevent access.

i) Hunters Way Amenity Area.    No further news on this had been received and the Clerk was instructed to chase Huntingdonshire District Council for a progress report.  Councillor Poole wondered if it might not be a liability because of flooding.
j) Cemetery Cottage.   The Clerk reported that a tongue and groove shed with pent roof, door and window will cost £450, excluding erection.

It was proposed by Councillor Mrs Blair, seconded by Councillor Seabrook and unanimously agreed to purchase a shed for £450.00.

The Clerk  also referred to the report completed by the letting agent which showed no problems with the tenancy of the cottage, but there were a few points for consideration.

Firstly, the tenant had asked for a door into the kitchen from the hall. There had previously been no door in that position but, of course, there were doors into the then kitchen and bathroom.  The need for a door had not been considered when the alterations were made, but it is recognised that it’s absence could represent a fire risk.  It was agreed to seek quotes for the installation of a door.

Secondly, the bathroom heater was faulty.  The electrician who had installed it had been asked to deal with this.

Thirdly, the wallpaper on the ceiling in the dining room had creased, apparently due to movement.  It was agreed to monitor this.

Councillor Hutchinson said that a car was regularly being kept at the Cottage, contrary to the tenancy agreement.  The Clerk will remind the tenants.

Councillor Jonathan Gray joined the meeting at this point.

19/10  PLANNING MATTERS

a) The following applications were considered:

1000069 Vicarage Farm, Kimbolton.  Relocate porch plus amended plan.

It was difficult to determine from the plans supplied whether the application was simply for the relocation of the porch or also included substantial extensions.

Councillor Hutchinson proposed, and Councillor Mrs Blair seconded, that refusal be recommended, due to this being a substantial change in character of the original building, which is contrary to policy.  Upon the vote being taken this proposal was passed by 4 votes for to 1 against.

1000083  Land SW of 21 Hatchet Lane, Stonely. Erect 2 storey dwelling and attached garage.

Councillor Hutchinson declared an interest in this item, left the room and took no part in the discussion and did not vote.

The applicant, who was present, presented a statement which was read by the Chairman.   Two letters of objection were also read.

Councillor Seabrook asked about the paddocks where the build is proposed and whether the land between the boundary of the two houses and the new build will remain as at present. He was advised it would be garden.

It was proposed by Councillor Seabrook, seconded by Councillor Sutton and agreed unanimously to recommend approval of the application providing the rear balconies are removed from the application and adequate screening is provided between the new house and existing.

Councillor Hutchinson rejoined the meeting.

1000153  Land at Stonely House, Main Rd,Stonely.  Replacement of planning permission 0604131 for erection of dwelling and garage.

It was proposed by Councillor Seabrook, seconded by Councillor Poole and unanimously agreed to recommend approval of this application.

b) Local Development Framework – Strategic Land Availability – Market Housing – Public Consultation.      This was noted.

c) Cambs and Peterborough Minerals & Waste Draft Supplementary Planning Documents – Consultation 15 February to 29 March 2010.

This was noted.

 20/10  REPORTS
a) Working Parties.  None.
b) Outside Bodies.  The Clerk advised that Councillor Seabrook’s time as our representative to Kimbolton School Board of Governors had come to an end and a new representative should be elected.

It was proposed by Councillor Sutton, seconded by Councillor Poole and unanimously agreed to reappoint Councillor Seabrook as our representative to Kimbolton School.

Councillor Downes joined the meeting at this point.

21/10  PERSONNEL WORKING PARTY

The Clerk said that there were various employment policies which needed considering and he proposed the establishment of a Working Party to look at them and report recommendations back to Council.

Councillor Mrs Blair said that there should be annual appraisals of staff and asked that these be included in the remit.

It was agreed to set up a Working Party with the Chairman plus Councillors Mrs Blair and Hutchinson as members.   The first meeting date will be arranged.

22/10 COUNTY COUNCILLOR
Councillor Downes said that the County Council Council Tax precept will rise by 3% in 2010/2011.

The federation of the two schools in St Neots, Longsands and Ernulf is to go ahead, effective from September.   They will be working under one Principal and one governing body on two sites.

Councillor Hutchinson declared a personal interest in the above item.
There was then a general discussion on gritting and potholes.

Councillor Downes left the meeting at this point.

23/10  DISTRICT COUNCILLOR.

Councillor Gray said that Huntingdonshire District Council proposed a 2.5% increase in Council Tax for 2010/2011. 

He confirmed that as yet the application for the Bicton Windfarm had not been received.

24/10  CORRESPONDENCE

A letter of complaint had been received from a member of the public concerning water flooding Hatchet Lane.  The County Council will be advised.

Request for a memorial plaque for Mr G Reeves was approved.

A circular for Green Strategy Consultation was received.

Huntingdonshire District Council’s recycling strategy received, the notable point being that HDC will be able to deal with glass placed in the normal recycling bins in future.  This will of course remove the need for bottle banks, with a consequent loss of income to the Parish. However, HDC is looking at the possibility of introducing other banks, such as clothing, to take their place.

NALC recommended burial fees circular received.  It was agreed to place this item on the agenda for the next meeting.

Councillor R Gooderham joined the meeting at this point.
25/10 VACANCY FOR COUNCILLOR

One application had been received to replace Councillor Farrer and that was from Mrs Stephanie Hawkes of Vicarage Farm, Kimbolton.    The Clerk read Mrs Hawkes’ letter and reminded Council that she had attended a recent meeting.
It was proposed by Councillor Poole, seconded by Councillor R Gooderham and unanimously agreed to invite Mrs Hawkes to become a member of this Council.

26/10  ACCOUNTS

The following were approved for payment:

Fishers                        Sundries                                            £14.56 inc VAT

SafeTec Training Ltd  Mandeville Hall build H & S work     £805.00  “     “

JDS Surfacing Ltd          Car park tarmac                          £9400.00  “     “

MHB Services Ltd        Streetlight mtnce                               £89.19  “     “

E-On                                 “ + hearsehouse energy               £74.14  “     “

Robinsons                      Fuel                                                 £11.77  “    “

Anglian Water                  Allotment water Oct-Feb               £87.08  no  “

Mailling Home Improvements  Cemetery wall & gate        £2481.75  inc “

Payroll costs              Pay, tax, NI & pension                     £1956.99  no  “

27/10  EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC

It was resolved to exclude the Press and public for the following item in accordance with the Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act  1960.

28/10  GRASSCUTTING TENDERS.

It was proposed by Councillor R Gooderham, seconded by Councillor Sutton and agreed to accept the tender of County Grounds Maintenance Ltd for grass maintenance in the coming season.  Since the company also offered a three year fixed price contract is was agreed to accept this, subject to conditions being acceptable.

29/10  MEMBERS’ POINTS OF INFORMATION

Councillor R Gooderham said that water was gathering outside Claylands. Councillor Seabrook said that it was in hand.

Councillor Hutchinson said that dog fouling was again on the increase and the green area at the bottom of Ashfield and Constables Leys was the main problem.

It was agreed to place more notices.

Councillor Mrs Blair said that a tree was down across the river on the Bedford Rd.

Councillor Seabrook asked when the street name signs would be straightened.
30/10 NEXT MEETING

The next meeting of Council will be held on Thursday 25 March 2010 in the Fire Station, commencing at 7 pm.

There being no further business the meeting closed at 2235 hours.

