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KIMBOLTON & STONELY PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES of the Council meeting held at 7.00 p.m. on Thursday,25 January 2007 at the Fire Station, Kimbolton.

07/07  PRESENT Councillors K Hutchinson (in the Chair); R Gooderham;Mrs D Gooderham;L Farrer;C Ayrton;T Sutton;D Poole;Mrs R Lloyd;P Seabrook and Mrs V Blair

IN ATTENDANCE County Councillor P Downes, District Councillor J Gray , C L Thatcher, Clerk to the Council and five members of the public.

08/07  APOLOGIES were received from Councillor Mrs D Hellett.

09/07  PUBLIC FORUM

Mr Grey complained about the lack of advertisement of the 4 January meeting, since he had wished to comment on a planning application discussed at that meeting.     The Chairman pointed out that the meeting was properly advertised on both the website and the notice board.  Mr Grey said that Council meetings were advertised as being on the last Thursday of each month and he had not expected a special meeting to be called.  The Chairman said that Council meetings are advertised as being normally on the last Thursday, but due to time constraints on responses to planning applications it was often necessary to hold special meetings.

Mr Osborne referred to this Council’s request to take over the piece of land off Hunters Way to the rear of his house for use as a childrens’ play park.  He wanted to know why he had not been consulted and what precisely were the plans for the site.    The Chairman explained that Council had wanted to establish a playpark on the north side of the B645 for many years and this land represented the only opportunity to do so.    The land is not yet in the ownership of this Council and negotiations continue with the District Council.   Council has not, as yet, made any decisions as to the type of play equipment to be sited there.

Mr Osborne raised a number of points which, in his view, would make the establishment of a playpark there a problem for him.  These included children crossing his property and partial flooding of the site.

10/07  MINUTES

a)The minutes of the Council meeting of 30 November 2006 were read, approved and signed as a true record of that meeting subject to noting that in minute 159/06 Mrs Lloyd appeared to have commented on the matter before arriving at the meeting.    She did in fact refer back to the matter upon arrival and, for the sake of clarity (?) her comments were entered in the appropriate place.

b)The minutes of the Council meeting of 7 December 2006 were read, approved and signed as a true record of that meeting.

c) The minutes of the Council meeting  of 21 December 2006 were read, approved and signed as a true record of that meeting.

d) The minutes of the Council meeting of 4 January 2007 were read, approved and signed as a true record of that meeting, subject to one amendment.  Neither Councillors Downes nor Gray were present and should be recorded under ‘apologies’. 

11/07  MATTERS ARISING

a) Community Action Scheme.   Councillor Mrs Lloyd said that this was going very well and there are 48 members from Kimbolton, 15 from Tilbrook and 17 from Stow Longa.

b) High Street Paving.  Councillor Gray reported on the progress being made.  He said that tenders are to be invited for three options involving the complete re-paving of the High Street and that this Council should make its views known as to the option it preferred.  The Chairman said that, although he was pleased with the proposals, it did not deal with the environmental enhancement of the High Street which had previously been discussed and he thought that, if it went ahead in the form proposed, it would be unlikely that we would later get funding for any improvements. In that respect he is disappointed that it doesn’t seem that those improvements will happen now.

c)  Bus Shelter.     Councillor Farrer said that pegs have been placed where the shelter is to be built, showing the dimensions of the shelter.   Members confirmed that they were happy that the shelter goes ahead as agreed.

d) Cemetery Cottage.  The Chairman reported on the wind damage to a gable of the cottage, which had resulted in the Clerk having to arrange emergency repairs.   The action of the Clerk was confirmed as was the expenditure of £510.  This was proposed by Councillor Ayrton, seconded by Councillor Mrs Gooderham and agreed.

Councillor Mrs Gooderham said that she remained most concerned about the deterioration in the cottage and the fact that nothing was being done about it.   She asked that a special meeting be convened to discuss repairs and that a timetable be obtained from the insurers regarding their monitoring of the cracks.

It was further agreed that the Groundsman be asked to remove any soil breaching the damp proof course and that Stilton Partners, when repairing the gable, be instructed to clean out and repair gutterings as necessary and fill major cracks, pending advice from the insurers.

The Clerk said that he had received no response from the Conservation Officer, who he had asked to meet with him and discuss what alterations could be made to this listed building.   It was agreed to try again to arrange a meeting.

e) Cemetery Extension.    A revised planting plan has been received and will be circulated to members prior to being sent to the planning authority, providing members approve.

f) Mandeville Hall.   The Chairman said that a meeting is to be held next week.

g) Stonely Roadsign.      The Clerk said that he had again contacted Highways to ask whether approval for this sign had been received from DfT – it hasn’t – but the e mail received referred to looking at the costings.  Since we had already been told that the cost is to be £360 he has queried this and awaits a response.

h) Churchyard Seat      The Clerk said that he has spoken to the Vicar about the possibility of placing a seat on the south side of the church, but the Vicar is not keen and says that the church is having to increase security measures around the Tiffany window and he would rather not encourage people to stop there.      It was agreed therefore to seek the applicant’s views on providing a seat in the cemetery extension instead.

12/07  PLANNING MATTERS

a) The following applications were considered:

0604087  9 Aragon Place. Extension.  It was proposed by Councillor Farrer, seconded by Councillor R Gooderham and agreed to recommend approval as being in keeping with others in the area.

0700082  Barclays Bank, High St.  Install ATM, new door and window.   It was proposed by Councillor Ayrton, seconded by Councillor Mrs Lloyd and agreed to recommend approval, the proposed window being an enhancement and the ATM a much-needed facility.  This was passed with two abstentions and one against.

0604043  12 Main Rd Stonely.  Retain fence.    This application was deferred for consideration at a later meeting.

0700105  Plot 2, land adjacent to 13 Hatchet Lane. Erect dwelling.

The Clerk read two letters of objection to this application.

The Chairman invited those members of the public present to hear this application to speak on the matter.  Mr Cale said that the first application on this site was for two 4 bed houses and the second application is for two 5 bed houses with a third floor and flat roof extensions.    The current application now has 3 beds and an apartment on the third floor with a flat roofed extension.  He said that he would now be completely overlooked.  Plot 1 was partly screened by a large ash tree, but this is not protected by a TPO.

After some discussion it was proposed by Councillor Mrs Lloyd, seconded by Councillor Mrs Gooderham and agreed to recommend refusal on the grounds of overlooking;invasion of privacy and effect on amenity. 

b) Huntingdonshire Housing Land Availability Assessment

The Chairman proposed that this be discussed at a special meeting following the District Council’s meeting, which Councillor Mrs Lloyd is attending on 8 February.

c) Kimbolton Conservation Area Management Plan Draft

Members thought that this was a very lightweight document and that it had been produced for no other reason than that the District Council were required to produce it.  The Chairman said that he would speak to Richard Probyn of the Planning Dept about it, but that we should respond in writing.

13/07 HATCHET LANE STREETLIGHT

The Clerk reported on the letter from the County’s streetlighting department and that streetlight PC45 was beyond repair.  A price of approx £1000 has been quoted for replacement with a standard 5m metal column and lamp.   Members asked that confirmation of the price be sought i.e. does it include connection charges to the supply and how much would a ‘heritage’ style lamp and column cost.

14/07  CEMETERY TREES

The Clerk said that in the high winds a conifer tree in the cemetery had been brought down, as had some branches of the Lebanon Cypress.  He had contacted Mr Kidman and asked him to remove the debris, whilst reminding him that he had not yet felled the dead tree on the eastern side of the cemetery.  

The Clerk’s actions were confirmed.

15/07  CEMETERY MEMORIALS

The Clerk reported on a one-day seminar being held at Huntingdon Town Council offices on cemetery memorial safety.   The cost is £55.   Members decided, by 5 votes to 3, not to send a representative to the seminar.

16/07  STONELY SEAT

Councillor Mrs Lloyd said that she had been approached by a member of the public, who asked about replacing the seat.  Apparently, the original seat had been paid for out of money left by the Misses Gudgeon.  A number of residents would like it reinstated.      Members wondered whether a claim could be made on our insurance, the seat having been wrecked by a vehicle.  It was agreed to look further at the siting and cost of a replacement seat.

17/07  CHUMMS LINK CONSULTATION

councillor Seabrook expressed his concern over the likely increase in traffic, should the proposed route be implemented.   It was agreed that the Chairman and Clerk would compose a letter for submission as part of the consultation process.

18/07  ELECTORAL REVIEW AND PARISH BOUNDARY CHANGES

The Clerk read a letter from the District Council which proposed boundary changes where this parish joins Stow Longa and a reduction in the number of members of this Council from eleven to nine.

It was proposed by Councillor Seabrook, seconded by Councillor Poole and agreed that this Council considers the proposed boundary changes inappropriate and that the historic boundaries should not be altered.  Even if the District Council does not agree, the proposed boundary with Stow Longa is not properly sited, in that it follows the line of a concrete road across a field and, if the concrete is subsequently removed,the boundary will no longer be physically defined.

It was proposed by Councillor R Gooderham, seconded by Councillor Seabrook and agreed that this Council objects to the proposal to reduce the number of members, because of the possible difficulty in occasionally meeting the requirements for a quorum. It was thought to be a pointless exercise.

This was agreed but two members abstained.

19/07  WORKING PARTIES

a) Pound Lane.

The Chairman said that a further discussion with Cougars Football Club is needed.

b) Playgrounds

Councillor Mrs Blair said that she had been inundated with literature from playground equipment suppliers and had met with the representative of Proludic who had told her that bark is acceptable as a safety surface. Concerns are arising regarding the compressed rubber surfaces which can lose their shock absorbent qualities in time.

20/07  CORRESPONDENCE

RECAP Waste consultation event.

COPE newsletter.

Post Office network consultation.

Model Code of Conduct – Registration of Interests. To remind members to register changes in their interests.

CALC meeting 20 February.

Luminus news.

ICM Journal

County Council winter maintenance leaflet re gritting.

Letter from Mr Holyoake of Kimbolton Scouts asking that Council pay for a replacement fence between scout building and the playpark.   Members agreed that the fence was an eyesore, but thought that ownership of the fence vested in the scouts.  Certainly they had erected it using timber from the floor of their earlier building.  However, it was agreed that this Council pay for a replacement chainlink fence providing the scouts also replace the fence between their property and the Ginnell and that no future liability for maintenance falls on this Council.

The Scouts have also asked for a gate in the fence and Council was prepared to provide this, subject to a right of way being granted to us when necessary.  It was also thought that it would be very helpful if the Scouts did not lock the gate to their property, but left it open as they used to do, so that it may be used for overflow parking for the Mandeville Hall.    The Clerk was authorised to reply accordingly.

21/07  LAND OFF HUNTERS WAY

The Clerk reported receipt of a further letter from the District Council amending the area of land that they would wish us to take, in addition to the Hunters Way land.  The amount had increased considerably at Pound Lane and members thought the cost of grass cutting might be significant.

Mr Osborne’s complaints, reported earlier, were noted , but it was thought worthwhile to proceed with the transfer, but to ask the District Council to consider covering the legal costs of the additional land themselves, since it will be of great benefit to them for us to take over responsibility.

22/07  ACCOUNTS

The following were approved for payment:

A D Tibbett                        Pay December                              £575.96 no VAT

C L Thatcher                             -do-                                        £566.00  “     “

Inland Revenue                  PAYE/NIC Dec                             £281.72  “    “

Cambs County Council        Pension conts Dec                      £297.38 “    “

Adam Frost Design               Revised cemetery plan              £160.00  “    “

Fishers                                 Sundries                                       £26.35 inc   “

BT                                     Phone & fax                                    £93.42 inc VAT

Robinsons                                Fuel                                         £14.83  “     “

Cambridgeshire County    Streetlight mtnce 2006/7            £1052.86  no   “

A D Tibbett                              Pay Jan + expenses              £614.16  inc  “

C L Thatcher                           Pay Jan                                  £566.00  no   “

Inland Revenue                  PAYE/NIC                                   £281.94  “    “

Cambs County Council         Pension conts                          £297.38   “     “

23/07  MEMBERS’ POINTS OF INFORMATION

Councillor Farrer said that the old signpost in Stonely still had not been removed.

The stump on the corner of the Stonely bridge needs removing and there is a hole in the footpath.

Streetlights PC66 and 67 are intermittent.

Councillor Seabrook said that the drain at the junction of the B645 and B660 in Stonely is blocked.

Councillor Ayrton suggested putting the web address on agendas.

Councillor Poole asked that an item be placed on the agenda relating to welcome packs for new residents.

Councillor Mrs Lloyd reported that the streetlights at Stow Rd and Stonely Green were still on 24 hours a day.

24/07  NEXT MEETING

It was agreed that the next meeting would be held on Thursday 15 February, commencing at 7 p.m., followed by the normal meeting of Council on Thursday 22 February, commencing at 7 p.m.

There being no further business the meeting closed at 2238 hours.      


