    KSPC

KIMBOLTON & STONELY PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES of the Council meeting held at 7.00 p.m. on Thursday, 26 April 2007 at the Fire Station, Kimbolton.

52/07  PRESENT  Councillors K Hutchinson (in the Chair);R Gooderham;Mrs D Hellett;Mrs D Gooderham;Mrs V Blair;T Sutton;D Poole;Mrs R Lloyd;P Seabrook and L Farrer.

IN ATTENDANCE  County Councillor P Downes, District Councillor J Gray; C L Thatcher Clerk to the Council and 2 members of the public.

53/07  APOLOGIES were received from Councillor C Ayrton.

54/07  PUBLIC FORUM was not used.

55/07  MINUTES of the Council meeting held on 29 March 2007 were read, approved and signed as a true record of that meeting.

 56/07  COUNTY COUNCILLOR

Councillor Downes had to leave early due to another commitment and the Chairman agreed to deal with any points for him at this stage of the meeting.

Councillor Seabrook asked why the County Council was cutting verges when they were not spending any money on repairing roads.

Councillor Mrs Lloyd joined the meeting at this point.

Councillor Downes agreed to make the point and also mention about the effect on verge cutting on wildlife.

He said that there was a proposal to close the Household Waste Recycling Centre at Buckden in 2008 and he would like this Council’s reaction.  Although the Centre is run privately it does rely on a County Council subsidy, which the County Council is proposing to withdraw.

Councillor L Farrer joined the meeting at this point.

There are alternative sites at both St Neots and Alconbury and this is the root of the problem, as Huntingdonshire District has more sites that the other county districts.

Members thought the proposal wrong, as Buckden had easier access than the others and was better laid out.  All agreed that the proposal should be opposed.

Councillor Downes left the meeting at this point.

57/07  MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES.

a) High St Paving.    Nothing further to report at present.

b) Bus Shelter.  Councillor Farrer said that there had been no progress lately, due to his lack of available time.

c) Cemetery Cottage.   The Chairman reported that he repairs had been completed and he was very impressed by the work done.    It was agreed to write to Stilton and Partners and thank them for a good job.

The Clerk said that the window specialist had looked at the cottage windows and thought that there was little wrong with them and that they were in pretty much the same condition as when they were installed.  He said that, being cast iron, there would be some areas where they did not fit too well and he suggested that secondary double glazing would be the answer, in terms of draught-proofing.  He is going to provide a quote for installing anodised white secondary double glazing.     Members thought that the fit of the windows could be improved by stripping the many coats of paint from them and it was agreed that the Working Party established last month would meet to discuss improvement works to the cottage, before the next meeting.

d)  Mandeville Hall.  The report by the second architect is still awaited.

e)  War Memorial.  The Clerk said that he was meeting with an engineer from the District Council to discuss the works to the memorial, in connection with the grant which he had obtained.

f) Vicarage Coach House.    The Clerk reported on the correspondence with the Enforcement Section of the District Council Planning Office in which it appeared that they were quite happy to allow the situation to continue.

It was agreed to write again and ask why no action has been taken and why this does not appear on the list of current enforcement cases.  

g) Cemetery Memorials.  The Clerk reported that Messrs Blenkharn are attending tomorrow and he will obtain an estimate of cost for the repairs.

h) Oil Buying Group.    Councillor Mrs Lloyd has spoken to the suppliers and they are happy to consider additional rewards for the benefit of the village.  They will be in touch during the summer.

i) Seats.     The seat at Constable Leys is in poor condition and the pump is leaning.  The Clerk will get the groundsman to see what he can do.

58/07  PLANNING MATTERS

0700956  41 High Street – alterations.

Councillors Mrs D and R Gooderham declared an interest in this item, left the room and took no part in the discussion, nor did they vote.

It was proposed by Councillor Mrs Hellett, seconded by Councillor Mrs Blair and agreed to recommend approval, this being a good use of space and of an appropriate design.

Councillors Mrs D and R Gooderham rejoined the meeting.

0602892  Dial House, 20 East St – amended plan.

The Chairman and Councillor Mrs V Blair declared an interest in this item,left the room and took no part in the discussion, nor did they vote.

Councillor Mrs Lloyd in the Chair.

It was proposed by Councillor Poole, seconded by Councillor R Gooderham and agreed to recommend approval, this being an improved design.

The Chairman and Councillor Mrs Blair rejoined the meeting.

Councillor K Hutchinson in the Chair.

0701138  25 Main Rd Stonely – extension.

It was greed to defer this item until the next meeting at to seek a site meeting with Katie McAndrew of the Planning Dept.

0701133  Land NW of 5 Hatchet Lane Stonely – means of access for 2 dwellings.

It was proposed by Councillor Farrer and seconded by Councillor Poole that this was acceptable, but upon being put to the vote the motion was lost by 8 votes to 2.

Further discussion revealed that this was not simply a ‘means of access’ but was, in fact, an application for the erection of two dwellings.   Members thought that, in the position proposed,  this was not infilling and it was proposed by Councillor Seabrook, seconded by Councillor Mrs Lloyd and agreed to recommend refusal by 8 votes to 2.

0701213  27 Hunters Way – extension.

It was proposed by Councillor Seabrook, seconded by Councillor Sutton and agreed to recommend approval as being in keeping with other developments.

59/07  WORKING PARTIES

a) Pound Lane

The Chairman reported receipt of an e mail from Brian Steers, Chairman of CSV United Football Club who currently play at Catworth.  The Club plays in the Northants League and its members are from Catworth and surrounding villages.  

Mr Steers was told of the interest by Cougars in the pitch and said that, if they are intending to move, he may well be able to form his reserves team to play at Catworth.  He said he would try to clarify matters with Geoff Bichener.

The possibility of providing a kickabout goal at Pound Lane was discussed and prices are to be obtained.

The Chairman has also spoken to Geoff Bichener who is not happy that only two lorry loads of topsoil have been provided so far and considers it is not worth him organising people to come and spread it.   Councillor Farrer will speak to him.

b) Playgrounds

The Chairman said that there has been some vandalism in the playground and he recently spoke to some teenagers who had wrapped the swing chains around the cross bar.   They complained about having nothing to do in Kimbolton, hence his proposal for a goal in Pound Lane.

Councillor Gray joined the meeting at this point.

 The rise in petty vandalism was of concern and it was agreed that the police and the parish magazine and Bystander be informed.

Councillor Mrs Blair said that the new multiplay unit is to be installed starting next Monday and it will take two weeks to complete.

The comment was made regarding the £60,000 promised to the village by the County Council for ‘capital works involving youth’ that this would be very useful for the provision of play/sports equipment for teenagers.  The Clerk was asked to write to the County Council and ask if this use would be considered appropriate for the money and the Chairman and Councillor Mrs Blair will speak to Councillor Downes.

60/07  CORRESPONDENCE

Letter from Crowsons requesting permission for a memorial tablet in respect of the late Cecily Phyllis Bradley.  This was approved.

Huntingdonshire Health Walks for May.

Cambs Fire & Rescue Service questionnaires.

Hunts DC Emergency Planning Awareness Session 

List of Planning Enforcement matters in the parish.

Report on Neighbourhood Watch Panel meeting at Tilbrook on 3 April.

Notification by RoSPA of their International Play Safety Conference.

Circular from Cambs NHS PCT re Developing Communications.

East of England Region Gypsy & Traveller Public Engagement Event.

Various seminars by CALC for Councillors and Clerks.

Local Authorities (Model Code of Conduct) Order 2007 re new model code of conduct for councillors.

Hunts DC Countryside Service events.

CALC Bulletin.

Quote from Ferguson’s re grass cutting extra areas to be transferred from HDC

and  for raising the crown of cherry tree at Valentine Gardens to facilitate mowing.   This was agreed.

61/07  LOCAL COUNCIL ELECTIONS

The Clerk confirmed that only eleven nominations for election had been received, all from sitting members of the parish council.   As a result, there will be no election here and all members are returned unopposed.

62/07  ACCOUNTS

The following were approved for payment:

ICCM                                     Subscription                            £65.00 no VAT

Huntingdon Plant Hire        2 loads topsoil                          £517.00 inc   “

G Caress                            Cemetery work                       £1719.00 no   “

Mandeville Hall              Hire for Annual meeting                   £20.00 no VAT

Robinsons                     Piaggio repair and fuel                   £110.13 inc   “

Stilton & Partners           Cottage repair                             £1375.00  no   “

BT                                  Phone & fax                                     £78.94 inc   “

A D Tibbett                     Pay April                                        £577.41  no   “

C L Thatcher               Pay April + key cutting & plants        £622.10 inc   “

Inland Revenue              PAYE/NIC                                     £277.19   no  “

Cambs County Council     Pension conts.                            £297.38    “   “

b) ACCOUNTS 2006/2007

The Clerk submitted the income and expenditure account for the financial year just ended.

Following questions, the accounts for the year were received, subject to audit.

63/07  CLERK’S INCREMENTAL PROGRESSION

Council resolved to exclude the press and public and the Clerk explained that Council required him to formally request his incremental progression up the salary scale each year, rather than it being an automatic event.

He accordingly requested that he be allowed to progress to the next point on the scale, that being point 28, with effect from 1 April 2007.

This was proposed by Councillor Mrs Blair, seconded by Councillor R Gooderham and agreed.

64/07  MEMBERS’ POINTS OF INFORMATION

Councillor Farrer said that there was a tree stump near Stonely bridge that needed removing.

Councillor R Gooderham reminded members that he had asked for the annual village walkabout to be brought forward and it was agreed to hold this on 31 May this year, meeting at the Fire Station at 7p.m.

Councillor Seabrook asked whether we had a contingency plan should the Clerk be absent sick again.  The Clerk said that there are locum Clerks who will step into the job and suggested that, should he again be absent, contact could be made through the Society of Local Council Clerks in Taunton Tel:01823 253646.

He also pointed out that this Council has functions which are not undertaken by many other Councils in the area, most notably the cemetery,  and he said that he would speak with a Town Clerk locally who would have experience of those functions to see if he would be willing to help.  

65/07  NEXT MEETING

It was agreed that the next meeting, which would have to be held by 22 May in order to comply with election regulations, would be held on Thursday 17 may 2007 commencing at 7 p.m. at the Fire Station.

There being no further business, the meeting was closed at 2300 hours.        

.

