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KIMBOLTON & STONELY PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES of the Council meeting held at 7.00 p.m. on Thursday 26 August 2010  at the Fire Station, Kimbolton.

115/10  PRESENT Councillors Mrs R Lloyd (in the Chair): R Gooderham; Mrs D Hellett; D Poole;  K Hutchinson; Mrs J Stainer; and P Seabrook.

IN ATTENDANCE  District Councillor J Gray, C.L.Thatcher, Clerk to the Council and 5 members of the public.
116/10  APOLOGIES were received from Councillors Mrs S Hawkes; T Sutton and L Farrer and County Councillor P Downes.
117/10  PUBLIC FORUM  A member of the public present, who is a member of the Stop Bicton Windfarm Group asked whether it would be possible to display their exhibition board at the Public Meeting.  She also asked whether councillors absent on that day would be able to vote by proxy and was informed that that is not possible.

She wished to ensure that members were aware of the provisions of Huntingdonshire District Council’s Supplementary Planning Guidance document Section 8, where there is reference to the Northern Wolds., 

118/10  MINUTES of the Council meeting held on 29 July 2010 were read, approved and signed as a true record of that meeting.

119/10  MATTERS ARISING

a) Community Service Workers.    The Clerk said that the Community Service Workers had visited again and undertaken further work in the churchyard, where they had removed vegetation from the wall, cleared growth from ditches and cleaned moss off the cobbles.  They had also weeded along the Ginnell and around the Mandeville Hall car park.    They had done an excellent job .

b) Police.  The report for the last month was received, showing three crimes in the parish.

c) Cemetery Extension.  The Chairman asked Councillor Hutchinson whether he had received any reply from HDC and, if not, whether members thought we should either apply for planning permission again or commence work in preparing the site.

Councillor Hutchinson said that he had heard nothing and that he did not think it necessary to again apply for planning approval.

It was therefore agreed that the Clerk would seek quotes for opening up the entrance through the wall and for laying the footpaths in the field.

d) Playpark Equipment.  The Clerk said that he had asked Wicksteed to reinstate the spring Elephant and Motorcycle and this could cost up to £350 for each item.  The items, however, cost £950 each so it is well worth doing. It was agreed to do that and to hold in abeyance the purchase of new equipment.
e) Car Parking.  Councillor Gray said that parking offences were being de-criminalised in this area and that HDC would soon be responsible for parking enforcement. He thought that more attention would be paid to the limited waiting areas in the future.  He did not expect the introduction of charging for parking.

As an aside, the Clerk reported on the damage caused to the Kimbolton 2000 sign outside the former Vicarage, caused by a truck reversing into it.  Maffitt builders, who are working on the site, have taken the sign and are arranging repairs.

f) Youth Club.   It is reported that Kate Peabody, the Youth Leader leaves the County Council tomorrow.  We await the decision of the County Council (on 7 September)  on the future of the Youth Club, though it is believed that it will continue for the remainder of this year subject to a new Leader being found.

It was agreed to spend the sum of £65.50 plus pp and VAT to purchase a brass plaque commemorating the opening of the new Youth Room
g) Skate Park  At the invitation of the Chairman, Jon Lister spoke about skate parks and the equipment needed.  He had obtained brochures from suppliers and envisaged the park on the land at Pound Lane.    When asked, he said that 2 or 3 items would be needed to start and these could be added to as funds permitted.

Councillor Gray said that there was expertise within HDC as they had dealt with installations in several villages and advice would be available.  Whether there was still any funding he was not sure, but would enquire.
Councillor Hutchinson asked what useage the park would attract and Jon said he would try to find out.

Members thought the Park a good idea as the village lacks anything for the older child and it was agreed to use the balance of the S106 money 
for the purpose of establishing a Skate Park.  Jon provided details of possible funding sources and the Clerk will investigate these.

Councillor Seabrook joined the meeting at this point.
h) Cemetery Cottage.  The Clerk said that he has submitted the plan required by HDC and that the application was again live, though would not be determined until the beginning of October.

He said that the kitchen door had been provided at a cost of £330 and he reminded members that it was the intention to provide a hearth stone to finish the lounge.  The tenants had obtained a quote for a slate hearth in the sum of £480.00 plus VAT and he had obtained one for a granite stone in the sum of £350 plus VAT.

It was proposed by Councillor Gooderham, seconded by Councillor Hutchinson and agreed to provide the granite hearth at a cost of £350 plus VAT.

120/10  COUNTY COUNCILLOR.  Councillor Downes was unable to be present tonight. 


121/10  PLANNING MATTERS

The following applications were considered:

1001212  Hunts Kart Racing Club.  Variation of condition 2.  It was proposed by Councillor Gooderham, seconded by Councillor Mrs Hellett and unanimously agreed to recommend approval.

1001247  Clancarty House, 23 High St. – change of use of part.  It was proposed by Councillor Seabrook, seconded by Councillor Mrs Stainer and unanimously agreed to recommend approval.

1001258  Land NW 5 Hatchet Lane, Stonely – replacement of approval.

It was noted that this application was recommended for refusal by this Council when applied for in 2007 and it was therefore proposed by Councillor Mrs Hellett, seconded by Councillor Gooderham and agreed to again recommend refusal.

1000822  Land at Blackwell Farm, Tilbrook.  Members were unsure why this had been referred to them, having not been consulted on the far more important matter of a new building on the site.    They decided to thank HDC but to advise that they would not be commenting, this being a Tilbrook PC matter.
The Clerk reported that application 1000806 for Bollards at Kimbolton School was being recommended for approval by HDC officers and would therefore go to the Development Control Committee meeting on 20 September.

BICTON WINDFARM
Councillor Mrs Stainer referred to the notification of the proposed development sent out by HDC to all households and said that Hunters Way residents had not received a letter.


There was considerable discussion on the organisation of the meeting and it was finally agreed that Council members will sit on the stage and that amplification will be provided.  The Clerk will ask Messrs Watson’s to do this.  

The question of a vote during the public meeting was considered but it was proposed by Councillor Mrs Hellett, seconded by Councillor Hutchinson and agreed by 4 votes for to 2 against with 1 abstention that no vote be taken.
    The order of the event will be

8 pm Start with a presentation by Stop Bicton Windfram Group

8.15  Questions on the presentation

8.25  Presentation by Broadview Energy

8.40  Questions on that presentation.

8.50  Meeting open to those present to speak for a maximum of 2 minutes.

9.30, or later if necessary, conclusion of public meeting.

There will be no vote taken.

9.45, or later if necessary, commencement of Parish Council meeting, during which the application will be considered and voted upon.

There will be no public participation in this meeting. 

122/10  REPORTS

a) Working Parties. None had met

b) Outside Bodies.  There had been a meeting of the Mandeville Hall Committee, attended by Councillors Mrs Lloyd and D Poole. 

123/10 CORRESPONDENCE

E mail from Mrs Chevan Elliot of Kimbolton School offering the services of students to again plant bulbs in October.  Members gratefully accepted the offer and suggested The Butts and The Leys as areas additional to The Causeway.
Thank you letter from Kimbolton Scouts regarding the fence and an invitation to join them for refreshments at their event on 18 September.

Circular from SLCC about consultation on government’s proposals to require a referendum on ‘excessive’ increases in precept.

Request for a new headstone in respect of Mr L R Evans.  This was approved.

124/10  ACCOUNTS

The following were approved for payment:

CGM Ltd                    Grasscutting                                     810.17 inc VAT
Stilton & Partners       New kitchen door                             330.00  no   “

E-On                      Hearse house & streetlight power          47.90 inc   “

Anglian Water          Allotment water                                    58.61  no   “

Moore Stephens     External Audit fee                             1042.23  inc   “

Huntree Fencing Ltd   Fence & gates Playpark               4105.45   “     “

Fishers                        Sundries                                           44.96   “     “

MHB Services Ltd       Streetlight maintenance                   89.19   “     “

Payroll costs              Pay, PAYE,NIC,Pension                1974.88  no   “

AUDIT OF 2009/2010 ACCOUNTS

Notification has now been received from Moore Stephens that their audit of our accounts for 2009/2010 has been completed without qualification.

125/10  DISTRICT COUNCILLOR

Councillor Gray said that HDC had been undertaking online consultation regarding their budget. The questionnaire had proved to be not as well designed as it might have been, but the consultation is still running.

The decision has been taken regarding the St Neots Riverside Car Park and he regretted that it was not the decision he wanted, as charging is being introduced.

The resurfacing of Main Road Stonely is delayed whilst awaiting Anglian Water to complete their works but drainage works in Hatchet Lane are underway.

He now wished to discuss the Windfarm application.

Councillor Seabrook declared a prejudicial interest in this item, left the room and took no part in the discussion and did not vote.               
Councillor Gray referred to the letter sent by the MP, Jonathan Djanogly, to our Chairman inviting her to meet with him and discuss the application.  The Chairman had declined for fear of pre-determining the application.

HDC have set up a facility on their website where members of the public were able to express their opinions on planning applications, but they had recently discovered that someone had done so whilst purporting to be someone else.

The proposed Community Fund which would be set up should the Windfarm application be successful would be similar to an S106 arrangement.  The money would be paid into the local planning authority and a committee comprising the Ward Councillor plus representatives from the affected communities would administer the fund.  Communities would make bids to the committee for the distribution of the funds.   Money would only be released when bills are due for payment.

Councillor Hutchinson asked for clarification on two points.

1. The application site does not appear to have changed since the original proposal for 8 turbines.  Why is the site on both sides of the road when the proposed windfarm is only on one side?
2. Where the photo-montages taken by Broadview Energy positioned at the suggestion of HDC officers or at positions devised by Broadview?

Councillor Gray said that he could not answer those questions at present so the Clerk was instructed to write to HDC and ask.

Councillor Hutchinson also urged members to not just look at the photos provided by both sides but to take a walk along Pound Lane to the top of the hill and look back along the valley.  There is a clear view from a public viewpoint at the top of the hill of the whole valley.

Councillor Seabrook re-joined the meeting.

126/10  STAFFING MATTERS. Deferred to next meeting.
127/10   MEMBERS’ POINTS OF INFORMATION

Councillor Mrs Stainer said that the new personal gate at the cemetery had dropped and was difficult to open.  The Clerk will look at it.

Councillor Gooderham asked whether the District Council could be asked to clean the streets immediately following the ‘Statty’ Fair, early on the morning of 16 September.  That Clerk said that this has been requested.

128/10  NEXT MEETING

A special meeting of Council will be held in the Mandeville Hall on 16 September 2010 commencing not before 9.45 pm to consider the planning application for the 4 wind turbines at Bicton.

The next normal meeting of Council will be held at the Fire Station on 30 September 2010, commencing at 7 pm.
There being no further business, the meeting closed at 2212 hours.
�some of the S106 money could be used






