  KSPC

KIMBOLTON & STONELY PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES of the Council meeting held at 7.00 p.m. on Thursday, 26 January 2006 at the Fire Station, Kimbolton.

09/06  PRESENT: Councillors K Hutchinson (in the Chair);Mrs R Lloyd;R Gooderham;P Seabrook;Mrs D Gooderham; C Ayrton; T Sutton; D Poole; Mrs V Blair and L Farrer.

IN ATTENDANCE District Councillor J Gray;PC Russell Simpson;C L Thatcher, Clerk to the Council;Karen Lunn,Highways Engineer and 6 members of the public.

10/06  APOLOGIES were received from Councillor Mrs D Hellett and County Councillor P Downes.

11/06  PUBLIC FORUM

The members of the public present wished to speak on the matter of traffic speed through Stonely and the Chairman agreed that they could speak during the presentation by Karen Lunn.

12/06  HIGHWAYS

The Chairman welcomed Karen Lunn, who had agreed to answer questions regarding highway matters.

Mrs Small said that she had written to West Highways Division to ask for a ‘children crossing’ sign and for traffic speeds to be monitored.  She had been told that we could not have a crossing sign as there was no nearby school or playground or a warning sign for pedestrians as there is a footpath, yet in Perry there is a sign warning of ducks crossing the road.   She had been referred to the police regarding traffic speeds.       She wrote again an was told that motorists would not expect to see ducks, but would expect to see children.

Another member of the public said that traffic was very busy between 0630 and 0845 and 1600 to 1800 each day and much of the speeding was during those times.  The police did do a check, but came at midday.

Karen Lunn said that DoT produce requirements re traffic signs and if the sign does not conform to their criteria, then it is illegal.  She said she would enquire if there was a suitable sign that would be acceptable.

Councillor Mrs Lloyd asked if we could have a School Crossing Patrol and Karen Lunn said she thought that they were only provided near to a school.

Mrs Lloyd said that in Bedford there is a place for a crossing patrol but there is no school nearby.     Ms Lunn said that she didn’t know of one that was purely to enable children to cross to a bus stop.

She referred to calming measures that had been suggested, such as signs painted on the road surface, interactive signs and a mini roundabout. She has arranged for 30 mph signs to be painted, but interactive signs are expensive        ( about £2300 plus the power supply) and there is no funding available and mini roundabouts are subject to government regulations regarding lighting (need 3 columns, 8m high) and road alignment.  It is unlikely that this will happen, again due to cost.  Sleeping policemen are introduced as a part of a sequence and require adequate lighting.

The Chairman asked whether there were any other measures that might be considered.

Ms Lunn said that the 85%ile speed was 42mph when the 30mph limit was introduced and it was reckoned that the best that could be achieved was a 2 – 3 mph reduction.  A check done in the afternoon today showed a slight reduction.

Councillor Seabrook said that he thought there was a considerable reduction in speed – perhaps not down to 30mph but certainly much less than 40mph.   He now found it much easier to emerge from Easton Rd than before.

Councillor R Gooderham said that 20 years ago 2 children were killed in Gt Staughton and following that improvements to traffic calming were made there. He would not like to think that it is going to take a tragedy like that to achieve measures in Stonely.

Ms Lunn said that the major obstacle is funding.  She suggested the Jointly Funded Minor Improvement Scheme as a source. She said don’t be specific, just state the problem.    Villages with a history of accidents have a different budget.

Another budget possibility is the Safer Routes to School budget, administered by Claire O’Neill.

Councillor Mrs Gooderham said there weren’t many villages with the same number of children going to school as in Kimbolton and Stonely. And we have nothing to help them cross the road.

Councillor Mrs Lloyd said that there was increasing evidence that the B645 was being used as a ‘rat-run’.

PC Simpson said that a request has been made for a speed tell-tale in Stonely.  Stonely has been assessed for speed checks and found not to be safe, because of the bends.   Mobile cameras will have the same problem.

Councillor Seabrook mentioned that following a recent accident on Easton Rd Highways had refused a police request for the road to be gritted, because it was not on their list of gritting routes. He thought that the policy was wrong.

Karen Lunn said that he should ask Councillor Downes about that.

Karen Lunn said that she would write to DoT and ask for dispensation for new signs, but for speed reduction measures the only course is the Jointly Funded Scheme.

Councillor Seabrook reminded her that a request for yellow lines where the bus stops at the end of Easton Rd had been made, but the had not been provided.  Karen Lunn said that she would arrange this.

Councillor Seabrook also said that he understood that Highways were to look at calming in the area of the proposed car park entrance, but Ms Lunn said that she thought they were waiting for this Council to confirm ownership of the land for the car park.

Councillor L Farrer joined the meeting at this point.

District Councillor Gray said that, as far as he could see, there isn’t a settled view within this Council regarding the car park.

The Chairman thanked Karen Lunn for her attendance and she left the meeting.

13/06  MINUTES of the meeting held on 12 January 2006 were read, approved and signed as a true record of that meeting.

14/06  MATTERS ARISING

a) High St Paving.     Councillor Gray has spoken with Councillor Nick Guyatt of the District Council.  He is working with officers to see if they are able to deliver a scheme to complete the re-paving of the whole of the High Street.  Funding is still being worked upon.

The Chairman said that the sample slabs laid were not now looking so good.  They are a lot darker since the frosts.

b) Community Action Scheme.   Nothing further to report at present.

c) The Leys footpath.     The Clerk read letters received from Mr and Mrs Harrison, the contents of which were noted.  The fence has now been erected.

d) Main Rd Stonely.  This was dealt with earlier in the meeting.

e) Car Park & High St Parking.     Councillor Gray asked whether the planning application was to be pursued.   The Chairman referred to the problems and doubts over access and wondered if we should still be pursuing it.

Councillor Ayrton said that he did not think we would get much thanks from parishioners if we were to borrow a considerable amount of money for what would be a small car park.

Mr Renkin commented that, if something is not done about parking, then there won’t be any shops.   All shopkeepers are suffering.  Something must be done about parking.

The Chairman asked him if he had any suggestions as to what might be done.

Councillor Mrs Blair wondered about using the Causeway as it could be provided cheaply there, though she doubted that it would be greatly used, especially by the office workers.

Councillor Seabrook asked why we do not restrict parking on the whole of the High Street.  All day parkers will then be forced to go elsewhere and problems created by their displacement will then have to be sorted out.

Councillor Ayrton said that he lives opposite the half hour restricted area and he has noted that both shopkeepers and staff of businesses park there all day.

The Chairman said that space is always available if you are prepared to wait for a few minutes.

Councillor Seabrook advocated taking the bull by the horns and putting more restrictions on the High St. and he duly proposed that half of the High Street be governed by restrictions.  This was seconded by Councillor Poole.

Councillor Mrs Lloyd thought that we should not be swept along by a vociferous minority.  She would like to know the views of all shopkeepers. 

Mr Renkin said that he was here as the representative of Kimbolton Retailers Association and not personally.

Councillor Mrs Lloyd asked if we could have a private scheme for monitoring parking.

The Chairman said that, in view of proposed changes in policing, we need to find out the level of monitoring we might expect after April.  If it is not to be monitored, there is no point in doing it.

The proposal by Councillor Seabrook was for a restriction of 2 hours parking.

Councillor Mrs Lloyd proposed that restrictions remain as at present for time being, but that they are policed for a period of time to see if it makes a difference.

This amendment was not seconded.

The original proposal by Councillor Seabrook, that half the High Street (i.e. half of one side and half of the other side) be restricted to 2 hours waiting was put and carried, 6 voting for and 3 against. 

A further proposal was made by Councillor Mrs Lloyd, seconded by Councillor Mrs Blair and carried unanimously, that the planning application for the car park be withdrawn.

f) Bus Shelter.   The Clerk reported that the bus shelter previously mentioned in Kings Ripton had cost £1500, excluding the base.  This price was a couple of years old.

Councillor Farrer had estimated cost to be around £800 for a self build one and agreed to provide accurate costings, together with a drawing.

g) Milestone.   The Clerk reported that Mr Tony Bowman had rescued the broken milestone and had e mailed to say he had it.   Councillor Mrs Lloyd will liaise with him over its return and regarding repairs.

h) Parish Notes.  Councillor Mrs Lloyd said that she had been doing these for five years and wondered if someone else would take over.    Councillor R Gooderham felt that we should not publish anything until after the minutes had been ratified.     Now that we have a member of the press attending meetings they are not so necessary.

It was agreed not to continue with the notes and Councillor Mrs Lloyd was thanked for providing them over the years.

i) Police.     PC Simpson said that St Neots now had a new sector Inspector, Vic Galpin.  Neighbourhood policing starts on 1 April and there will be two teams, one for Eynesbury and one for the rest of the sector.    Changes in training of new recruits meant that they now went to training school for 38 weeks and were then available for patrol.

j) Playgrounds    Councillor Mrs Blair provided a report on playgrounds and particularly the possibility of the provision of new play areas at Hunters Way and on Halls Meadow.   The costings for Halls Meadow may be around £2000 more than estimated.

The Chairman said that it might be possible to get 50% funding from the District Council, but there must be a significant involvement of youth in deciding what should be provided.  Perhaps a questionnaire could be handed out on the Longsands bus.

Perhaps a working party would be useful, rather than trying to discuss this in normal Council meetings.  It was agreed to hold a working party meeting on 9 February 2006.

15/06  PLANNING MATTERS

0600133  2 Ashfield.  Erect shed.     It was proposed by Councillor R Gooderham, seconded by Councillor Ayrton and unanimously agreed, no objection.

16/06  WEBSITE

Members had previously looked at a sample website produced by Vision ICT Ltd and liked the layout.

The Clerk said that the initial cost would be around £450 plus a further £300 for the searchable section on cemetery records.  He said that it may be possible to get a grant from the Local History Society towards this part of the cost.

An e mail address ending in .gov.uk can be arranged at a cost of £80.   Ongoing costs, if the whole package is bought, will be £205 p.a.

It was proposed by Councillor Ayrton, seconded by Councillor Poole and unanimously agreed to purchase a website from Vision ICT Ltd at a cost of £750 plus e mail address for an extra £80, together with ongoing support initially at a cost of £205 per annum.

17/06  AMBULANCE PROVISION IN KIMBOLTON

Councillor R Gooderham, in his capacity as head of the Kimbolton Fire Station, said that he had no knowledge of any request for an ambulance to be stationed at Kimbolton.   He had received a request regarding ‘first responders’ but that was all.   He asked if further information could be obtained from Dean Parish Council.

18/06  HOLLY HEDGE

Councillor Sutton said that he had spoken with Bridget Halford, the District Trees Officer, who is arranging the supply of 165 holly plants at a cost of £425 plus the cost of rabbit and weed protection.

It was proposed by Councillor R Gooderham, seconded by Councillor Poole and agreed to purchase the plants for £425, plus the necessary planting aids.  This was unanimously agreed.

Councillor Sutton said that Bridget Halford did not think that, if we plant whitethorn at the allotments, we will be able to contain the suckers and pesticide might run into the brook.   She suggested apple trees.   

After some discussion it was decided to go for whitethorn, and allotment holders will be responsible for dealing with the suckers.   

500 thorns will be provided free of charge and an estimated 20 posts will be required for the entire length.

19/06  CORRESPONDENCE

Calor Village of the Year competition. 

Hunts NHS PCT – launch of patient-led consultations.

Bedford Borough Council development plan document.

Bedfordshire County Council – Minerals & Waste Development Framework

Hunts Health Walks February 2006-02-09 

Agenda for CALC meeting 21 February

Liaison meeting with Hunts DC re Section 106, 26 April.   Agreed that Councillors Hutchinson and Seabrook will attend.

Cambs & Peterborough Design & Location of Major Waste Management facilities

Letter from Pertenhall & Swineshead Parish Council re their parish plan and requesting joint working on suggestions and comments.  Agreed to take no action.

Cambs Archaeology events.

New mobile library routes and times.

NALC/SLCC revised salary scales for Clerks of Local Councils wef 1 April 2006.

Confirmation from HDC of precept of £40000 for 2006/2007

CALC Bulletin for January.

20/06  ACCOUNTS

The following were approved for payment

Robinsons                      Fuel                                                £8.16 inc VAT

CALC                        Subscription                                     £330.62  no   “

Anglian Water            Allotment water                               £122.41   “    “

BT                                Phone & fax                                    £79.83  inc  “

Mabbott Landscapes   Fence at Leys                               £293.75   “    “

McAlpine Infrastructures  Bal of light mtnce                       £84.37   “     “

AJ & J Button                Bulbs & thorn whips                      £82.25   “     “

C L Thatcher                 Pay Jan + expenses                    £585.01  no  “

A D Tibbett                                -do-                                 £671.72  inc  “

Inland Revenue              PAYE/NIC                                 £220.90   no  “

Cambs County Council   Pension conts                          £266.24    “    “

An estimate has been received from F R Kidman in the sum of £400 for tree works in Halls Meadow and the cemetery.   It was proposed by Councillor R Gooderham,seconded by Councillor Sutton and agreed to accept the estimate.

21/06  DISTRICT COUNCILLOR

Councillor Gray spoke about affordable housing and the requirement that in all developments of two or more houses there is now a requirement that 30% to 40% be social housing.  5000 more such dwellings are needed in the district but only 500 are being built.      In the market towns the requirement only applies to developments of 15 houses or more.

The Chairman said that it is suggested that in the smaller villages, including Kimbolton, any development of 2 or more should include affordable housing.

22/06  MEMBERS’ POINTS OF INFORMATION  

Councillor R Gooderham referred to the use of the Rookery Lane footpath by wheeled vehicles.  The Chairman said that he had seen two people in an open 4x4 vehicle.

Councillor Mrs Gooderham asked about the faulty lights.  The Clerk said that Ringways had been out to try to repair them, but the one by the cemetery, PC16, had proved impossible for them to reach.  They do not have the equipment that will enable them to access it.    They are due to try again, but it might mean that we need to replace the lighting unit.  This in itself, would not be a bad idea, since this vital lamp is frequently not working.

Councillor Mrs Lloyd said that she had been told that. At 27a Main Rd Stonely, a large tree has been removed, together with a lot of topsoil.  The District Council has been informed.

She mentioned the holes in the road at Newtown and the need to remove leaves from the footpath.

The Local History Society says that on 17 May the Landmark Trust will be looking at Warren House and on Friday 10 November there will be a visit by Simon Thurleigh of English Heritage. 

Councillor Farrer said that the lights at White House are on and off and the one by the tennis courts is out.

23/06  NEXT MEETING

The next meeting will be held on Thursday 23 February, 2006 at 7p.m. at the Fire Station.

The being no further business, the meeting closed at 2303 hours. 

ACTION POINTS

14/06  Parking restrictions and withdrawal of planning application – Clerk

            Community Action Scheme                                                 --RL

16/06  Website                                                                                --Clerk

17/06  Ambulance information                                                        --Clerk

18/06  Hedges                                                                                -- TS

19/06 Advise attendance at CALC/HDC meeting                           --Clerk

