KSPC

KIMBOLTON & STONELY PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES of the Council meeting held at 7.00 p.m. on Thursday, 26 May,2005 at the Fire Station, Kimbolton.

53/05   PRESENT  Councillors P Seabrook (in the Chair); R Gooderham; K Hutchinson; C Ayrton; T Sutton; D Poole; Mrs D Gooderham; Mrs V Blair and  Mrs R Lloyd .

IN ATTENDANCE  County Councillor P Downes;District Councillor J Gray; C L Thatcher, Clerk to the Council and two members of the public.

The Chairman welcomed County Councillor P Downes to this, his first meeting of the Parish Council.

54/05  ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN

Councillor Seabrook stood down and asked the Vice Chairman, Councillor Hutchinson, to take the Chair.

Councillor Hutchinson invited nominations for the post of Chairman.

Councillor Seabrook indicated that he was not standing for re-election and proposed Councillor Hutchinson as Chairman.  This was seconded by Councillor Mrs Gooderham.    There were no further nominations and, upon this being put to the vote, it was carried unanimously.

Councillor Hutchinson formally took the Chair, thanked members for proposing him and thanked Councillor Seabrook for all his hard work over the past eight years.

55/05   APOLOGIES  were received from Councillor Lee Farrer.

56/05  PUBLIC FORUM

Mr J Mugglestone said that he was attending to speak on the planning application relating to Gardeners Cottage, Grass Yard.    The Chairman said that he would be happy for Mr Mugglestone to speak to this subject when it was reached in the agenda.

57/05  MINUTES of the Council meeting held on 28 April 2005 were read, approved and signed as a true record of that meeting.

58/05  MATTERS ARISING 

45/05  Cemetery Cottage.  Councillor Mrs Gooderham asked whether the grass had been reomved from the guttering and whether the footpaths had yet been sprayed.

The Clerk said that the Groundsman was to see if he could reach the guttering with his ladder and, if not, we would have to arrange for a contractor to do the work.    The knapsack sprayer had now arrived and all that was awaited was the supply of the chemical, which hopefully, would be here soon.

59/05  PLANNING MATTERS

0501194  Gardeners Cottage, Grass Yard, Demolition.

A letter of objection had been received from Mr J Mugglestone and Mr Mugglestone spoke regarding the application.      It seemed that there was an error with the plans for the replacement to the Cottage and therefore the application before us was purely for demolition.

Members felt that they did not wish to approve demolition without knowing what was intended as a replacement.  Accordingly, it was proposed by Councillor Seabrook, seconded by Councillor R Gooderham and agreed that this matter be deferred until receipt of the plans for the new building.

It was agreed that Mr Mugglestone’s letter be not read in view of this and will be held until the application is again considered.

05000834  Wornditch Farm.  Listed building consent to remove interior wall.

It was proposed by Councillor Seabrook, seconded by Councillor Sutton and agreed no objection to this proposal.

District Councillor Jonathan Gray joined the meeting at this point.

A member asked why it was that Grass Yard – and in particular the old schoolhouse and surroundings and the almshouses grass – was in such an awful mess.   The Chairman said that this was private land and it was difficult for the District Council to take action.

It was suggested that a letter be sent to the householder, but it was agreed that the Chairman would speak to him instead.

It was also thought that the listing of the old schoolhouse should be investigated.

60/05  WORKING PARTIES

The Clerk reported receipt of one quote for the Mandeville Hall car park resurfacing, in the region of £4500 and this would be for a tarmac surface.  The contractor, however, was reluctant to give any guarantee of life for this and would simply say ‘a few years’.

It was agreed to seek other quotations and try to obtain a longer life product.

POUND LANE

An estimate of costs for the upgrading of the road to the playing field, including the laying of drains and installation of street lighting had been received from Ringways, in the sum of £107,000.

A very comprehensive survey of the football pitch had been undertaken by Total Turf Solutions and they had made certain recommendations.

They suggest that if their recommendations are followed, the likely cost of reinstating the football field will be around £35,000, plus drainage works of £28,000.    To install an artificial all-weather pitch with lighting would be around £185,000.

PLAYGROUNDS

The RoSPA report on the playgrounds has been received and there are no major surprises in the report.     A regular source of criticism, however, are the swings in Pound Lane and as they are considered to be ‘high risk’ it was reluctantly agreed to have them removed.           Councillor Mrs Blair said that she would speak to the representative of Wicksteed about this.

There was discussion on the cost of providing play equipment and it was thought that a new version of ‘Kidsplay’ is needed, where parents help with fundraising for new equipment.    It was agreed to mention this in the parish magazine.

YOUTH CLUB

The detached youth workers have visited Kimbolton and have reported back that they found very few children ‘hanging around’ in the village and no problems at all.       There has been no news on the establishment of the Youth Club in temporary premises or upon the sale of the present community building.

The Youth Service would like local youngsters to contribute to the discussions on the provision of a new building.

Councillor Downes said that he would give his help to the re-establishment of the Youth Club.  He needs to know the key people in the village.

CHURCHYARD SEAT

No problems reported.  Coat of paint still needed.

CAR PARK

Nothing further yet heard from Planning or from the police.  It was agreed to chase the police for an answer.

61/05  ELECTION OF VICE-CHAIRMAN

It was proposed by Councillor Poole, seconded by Councillor Mrs Blair and unanimously agreed that Councillor Mrs R Lloyd be appointed Vice-Chairman.

62/05  CHAIRMAN’S ALLOWANCE

It was agreed to retain the Chairman’s Allowance at £200 per annum.

63/05  WORKING PARTY MEMBERSHIP

It was proposed by Councillor Seabrook, seconded by Councillor R Gooderham and agreed that membership remain as before.

64/05  REPRESENTATIVES TO OUTSIDE BODIES

It was proposed by Councillor Seabrook, seconded by Councillor R Gooderham and agreed that representation be as before.

65/05  VACANCY FOR COUNCILLOR

A nomination has been received to fill the vacancy by co-option.

It was proposed by Councillor Ayrton, seconded by Councillor Mrs Blair and agreed that Mrs Debra Hellett be co-opted onto this Council.

Mrs Hellett, who was present, was welcomed to the Council by the Chairman.

66/05  COMMUNITY ACTION SCHEME

Councillor Mrs Lloyd explained the principle of these schemes, whereby a buying group is formed to purchase commodities (notably heating oil) and to pass on the benefits of bulk purchasing to both the consumers and the Parish.

Councillor R Gooderham has spoken to oil companies who are keen on the idea, as they are then able to co-ordinate their deliveries to one particular area.

An article will be placed in the Parish magazine and Councillors Mrs Lloyd and R Gooderham will obtain further information.

67/05  WEBSITE

The Clerk reported that he had looked to see if the website for Gt Staughton was up and running ( this was promised for February) and he had been unable to find anything.    He had also tried to contact Pentangle and left messages, but no reply had been received.

Councillor Gray said that Pentangle were still going but were not as far forward with the website as had been hoped.

68/05  STREETLIGHTING MAINTENANCE

The Clerk said that a letter has been received from McAlpine Government Services advising of their intention to withdraw from streetlighting maintenance in three months time.                Following this, the only provider known is the County Council.  He has contacted them with a view to finding out whether they would accept our maintenance and, if so, at what cost.

It was suggested that he enquire of Bedfordshire, to see who maintains their lights.

Councillor Mrs Gooderham said that some of our lights are very old and need replacing.   A meeting of the working party is needed to determine which should be changed.

69/05  CEMETERY FEES

The Clerk thought that consideration should be given to the revision of fees and had obtained some figures of fees charged by nearby cemeteries.

Members thought that not only do we need to consider these, but whether it is going to be necessary to make provision for headstone work, where headstones fail the test.   St Neots has ‘topple tested’ their headstones and the Clerk was instructed to find out the results and the implications for the Parish Council.

70/05  CORRESPONDENCE

A letter has been received from a resident of Pertenhall complaining about the parking at Hellett’s butchers.   It seems that this resident has for many years parked outside the house adjacent to Hellett’s, on the footpath, when shopping there.   Recently, she was accosted by a ‘very rude person’ who told her to move her car.   She also thought that there had been some encroachment onto County Council land.

Councillor Gray said that he had been informed of this problem and understood that Richard Kingston of Highways is aware and will be looking into it.

Contact has been received from the County Council regarding bus stops.  In addition to the present review of bus stops (or the lack of marked ones) in rural areas, Cambridgeshire has joined forces with Bedfordshire over bus services in our area.     There is a new service from Bedford  -an ‘on demand’ service- to Kimbolton and return and it is intended that this should meet up with the service to St Neots, in Kimbolton.

A meeting is being held at 10 a.m. on 7 June in Kimbolton between representatives of the Cambs and Beds County Councils and we have been invited to send representatives.

Councillors Mrs Blair,P Seabrook,D Poole and C Ayrton indicated that they wished to attend.

Cambridgeshire corporate plan received.

Request from Hunts Citizens Advice Bureaux for financial assistance.

E mail from Mr Edwards of Constable Leys reminding that weeds are growing along the hedge at the side of his property and the hedge needs cutting.

Letter from Pictons advising of re-structuring.  We will in future deal with their Luton office, which is where our various documents are lodged.

CALC invitation to councillors to attend a training lunch on 13 June.   No-one was available to attend.

CALC AGM on 8 June at St Ives.

Hunts Community Safety Strategy 2005-2008.  The Clerk had attended their annual seminar on 12 May at which there was much said about their work with ASBOs and the like.  The Clerk raised the problems which Kimbolton had suffered and the mistakes which had been made. 

71/05  ACCOUNTS

a) Accounts for payment will be presented to the next meeting,

b) Clerk’s Pay Award.

It was agreed to assimilate the Clerk into the new scales proposed by NALC/SLCC with effect from 1 April,2005 at point 26 on LC2 scale.

This will be a fixed point salary, rather than a scale and will be subject to review each April.

This was proposed by Councillor Poole, seconded by Councillor Mrs Blair and agreed.

72/05  MEMBERS’ POINTS OF INFORMATION

Councillor Gray referred to the High Street paving. He said that the County and District Councils are meeting to move things on. 

The District Council looked at the Local Development Framework Options yesterday and a new draft is now going out for consultation.   Kimbolton’s status as a Key Centre (Limited Growth) is confirmed.

Section E9 , the retention of local services and facilities, has been re-written and will now seek to protect ‘the last shop of its type’, rather than ‘the last shop’.

Councillor Downes said that there would be new bollards at George corner within the month.   He also reminded members that the District Council had asked for reports of missing street name signs.

Councillor Mrs Lloyd said that the pathway between Tudor Court and Ashfield needed leaves clearing.

Councillor Mrs Gooderham remarked on the Leys hedge, which will be replaced when the autumn comes.

Councillor Poole asked that the benches on the Butts be cleaned.

Councillor Ayrton said that it was interesting to note that Hinchingbrooke NHS Trust had overspent some £4M and that their Chairman had given a glowing report on the Trust when he attended our meeting in March.

Councillor Seabrook commented on the likely ‘rat run’ which would be created by the proposed CHUMMS link road, by giving easy access at Buckden to the B645. Councillor Downes said that there would be no access at Buckden.

Councillor R Gooderham said that the grass on the verge at the junction with Catworth Rd and Newtown had not been cut.

73/05  NEXT MEETING

It was agreed that the next meeting would be held at the Fire Station, commencing at 7 p.m., on Thursday 30 June 2005.

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 2232 hours. 

