KSPC

KIMBOLTON & STONELY PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES of the Council meeting held at 7.00 p.m. on Thursday 26 November 2009  at the Fire Station, Kimbolton.

162/09  PRESENT   Councillors Mrs R Lloyd (in the Chair); D Poole; R Gooderham; Mrs D Gooderham; C Ayrton; T Sutton; P Seabrook and L Farrer

IN ATTENDANCE County Councillor P Downes; District Councillor J Gray, C L Thatcher, Clerk to the Council and one member of the public.

163/09  APOLOGIES were received from Councillors Mrs D Hellett; Mrs V Blair and K Hutchinson.

164/09  PUBLIC FORUM    The member of the public present wished to complain about cars being parked in Castle Gardens partly on the road and partly on the pavement.   He pointed out that  Section 244 of the Highway Code prevents this and it is a hazard to the blind and other disabled persons.

It was pointed out that this is a matter for the police and the Clerk will mention it to our PCSO.

165/09  MINUTES of the Council meeting of 29 October 2009 were read, approved and signed as a true record of that meeting, subject to the following:

160/09  Car Parking.  Councillor Seabrook wished to make it clear that his reference was to the Self Appraisal of the Core Strategy in which it is minuted that Richard Probyn will take this forward.
166/09  MATTERS ARISING (PART 1)
a) Mandeville Hall.    The Chairman said that the formal opening event was held last Thursday 20 November and the room was opened by Councillor Dawn Gooderham.    The evening was highly successful and it is hoped that there will be many bookings for the new room.  The Youth Club has now moved into the room.

b) Community Service.  Deferred until Councillor Mrs Blair is present.

c) Policing  No report received.

d) Cemetery Extension.  Deferred until Councillor Hutchinson is present.

e) High Street Parking.  Councillor Seabrook said that we had heard at the last meeting about poor trading in the shops.  Following the Self Appraisal for the Core Strategy we should keep pressure on the District Council officers to do what they said they would do.    If parking spaces are available maybe traffic would stop and use the shops.

Councillor Ayrton said that to some extent the shopkeepers are living in the past. He had completed a survey of parking over the past two weeks and distributed his report.  He had checked parking five times a day and found that there was never a lack of parking spaces.

Councillor Jonathan Gray joined the meeting at this point.

167/09  DISTRICT COUNCILLOR

Firstly, the wind turbines.  Broadview Energy have written to the planning committee to advise them of the results so far and to tell them their plans.

When the application is received we will only have three weeks in which to respond, but we can ask for an extension of time.

The Clerk was instructed to arrange a booking of the Mandeville Hall straight away for a public meeting and thought should be given for an independent chairman.

The Planning Enforcement Officer is on sick leave which leaves only one person in that section.

In St Neots the Riverside Car Park had been given an exemption from charging but this had raised some objections.

The District Council’s budget is in much better shape than many.  Maybe there will be a 2.5% rise in Council Tax.  Many Districts are 4% and higher.

Councillor Jonathan Gray left the meeting.

166/09  MATTERS ARISING (PART 2)

f) Donation from Oil Supplier.  The Chairman has spoken to Paul Craddock of Conquest Oil and he has agreed to provide a further £300, this time some to be used for rose bushes for the churchyard.    The Clerk will invoice Conquest Oil.

Apparently there are at present 170 active members of the Group.

Councillors P Downes and L Farrer joined the meeting

The e mail correspondence between the Chairman and Conquest was discussed and it was noted that the recent supply of oil had resulted in a discount of 10% for members.

g) Donation to Kimbolton Scouts

Councillor R Gooderham said that six months had passed since this was discussed and he asked that it be again considered.

The Chairman suggested that it would be appropriate to defer consideration until after the budget had been discussed.   This was agreed.

167/09  COUNTY COUNCILLOR

Councillor Downes started by congratulating the Council on the new Youth room and the opening event, which he described as a lovely evening.
He wondered if there had been any response to his points on traffic matters.  They had been noted.   He asked about snow clearance and whether any farmers in Kimbolton parish had snow clearing equipment.  It was thought that there were none, but that it would be a good idea.

In St Neots the secondary school used by Kimbolton children is Longsands.  The County Council is proposing to ‘federate’ the Community College with Ernulf School.   Longsands is recognised as being a good school and it is hoped that they would ‘rescue’ Ernulf, which has had poor results as well as a budget deficit of nearly £1 million.    The alternative is to close it and re-open as a National Challenge School or Academy.
Councillor Seabrook asked about the Neighbourhood Forums.  Councillor Downes said he thought them to be quite good as they were more than being just the police. However, the format is now being revised.  Councillor Seabrook said he had doubts as to the point of it.

Councillor Downes left the meeting at this point.

168/09  PLANNING MATTERS

The following application was considered:

0901448 Former Vicarage, 37 High St.,Kimbolton.  Alterations and extensions.

It was proposed by Councillor Mrs Gooderham, seconded by Councillor Ayrton and unanimously agreed to recommend approval as appropriate development.
Enforcement.  The current list of enforcement cases in the parish was read by the Clerk.

169/09  REPORTS

a) Working Parties.   None

b) Outside Bodies.    None

170/09  CORRESPONDENCE

Request from Citizens’ Advice Bureau for funding.  Noted.

Consultation offered for draft County Advisory Freight map.
Thanks from Mrs V L Ralph re Youth room event.

Huntingdonshire Health Walks.

171/09  ACCOUNTS

a) Accounts for payment:

Anglian Water                 Allotment water                          139.64 no VAT

Robinsons                   Repair to Piaggio                             38.81 inc   “

MHB Services Ltd        Streetlight mtnce                             87.30  “     “

Arthur Ibbett Ltd             Work gloves                                    7.82  “     “

E –On                            Hearse house power                     48.36  “     “

Lightfoot Design            Overseeing build                          483.00 “     “

EDF Energy             Power supply Park lane lamp            570.40  “    “
ACR Cleaning Services Ltd   Strip & seal floors                 458.85  “   “

Royal British Legion      Poppy wreaths                                33.00 no  “

Kimbolton W.I.               Buffet                                            150.00   “   “

Grafton Projects           Envelopes & printer cartridges         71.66  inc “

SLCC                             Subscription                                  135.00  no “

Payroll costs   Pay, NI,PAYE,pension + expenses repaid 2328.19 inc “
b) Budget for 2010/2011 and Precept

There was considerable discussion on the items to be included in the budget for next year and the effect on the precept.    It was finally proposed by Councillor Seabrook, seconded by Councillor R Gooderham and agreed by 6 votes in favour and 2 against, that the precept be increased by 3%, to a total of £48204.   An alternative proposal of a 2.5% increase, from Councillor Mrs Gooderham which was seconded by Councillor Poole attracted only 3 votes.

It was agreed to consider both allotment rents and grasscutting costs on the agenda for the January meeting.  

172/09  MEMBERS’ POINTS OF INFORMATION

Councillor Farrer said that he would be boring in the water pipe at the allotments tomorrow.

Councillor R Gooderham said that the Kimbolton School Fireworks  Display attracted an unbelievable amount of traffic and we should look at the parking arrangements for the western end of the village.  Councillor Seabrook said that he would arrange to speak with councillors Mrs Hellett and R Gooderham  about this.

Councillor Mrs Gooderham said that nothing had been done about the trees and rubbish in the river at Carnaby and she was very concerned lest it cause flooding.  The Environment Agency will again be contacted.

173/09  NEXT MEETING

The next meeting of Council will be held on Thursday 17 December 2009 at the Fire Station, commencing at 7 pm.

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 2153 hours.
