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KIMBOLTON & STONELY PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES of the Council meeting held at 7.00 p.m. on Thursday, 26 October 2006 at the Fire Station, Kimbolton.

143/06  PRESENT Councillors K Hutchinson (in the Chair); D Poole;                             Mrs D Gooderham; Mrs  D Hellett; T Sutton; P Seabrook; Mrs V Blair and Mrs R Lloyd

IN ATTENDANCE County Councillor P Downes and C L Thatcher, Clerk to the Council.

144/06  APOLOGIES were received from Councillors C Ayrton;R Gooderham , L Farrer and District Councillor J Gray.

145/06 PUBLIC FORUM was not used.

146/06 MINUTES of the council meeting of 28 September 2006 were read, approved and signed as a true record of that meeting.

147/06  MATTERS ARISING

a) Community Action Scheme.      Councillor Mrs Lloyd reported that there were now 50 members of the buying group and more were enquiring each day.

Councillor Peter Downes joined the meeting at this point.

b) High Street Parking.   Nothing further to report at present.

c) Bus Shelter.  The Clerk said that Councillor Farrer was hoping to undertake the work as soon as he had finished his busy period of work, with a view to having the shelter in place before Christmas.

It was agreed that a site meeting be held to determine the exact location for the shelter, once underground services had been located by Councillor Farrer.

d) Cemetery Cottage.     The Structural Surveyor had looked at the cottage and his report is awaited.  A Loss Adjuster for the Insurers is also attending.  It was decided to ask Louise Brown, The Conservation Officer, if she would meet us at the cottage to discuss improvements, now that we know that the cottage is a listed building.

e) Cemetery Extension.   The Clerk circulated the landscape plan produced by Adam Frost and everyone thought the layout looked good. The one point of concern was the amount of planting and it was agreed to ask Adam to produce a drawing with less planting shown, so that we could reduce the initial cost.  A planting schedule using English names would also be appreciated!

f) Mandeville Hall/Youth Club

Both the Chairman and Councillor Mrs Blair have been to see the Youth Club.  They were disappointed with the attendance on the nights they visited, as there were only four lads there, kicking a football around.

The present owner of the former Youth Club building has kindly agreed to return the pool table, table tennis table and other equipment left there when the building was sold.  Kimbolton Rotary Club may be able to help with moving the equipment.

The Chairman has met with the Chairman of the Mandeville Hall Committee and discussed with him the possibility of an extension to the Hall, to accommodate the Youth Club.  The Mandeville Hall Committee is wholly in favour of this.

148/06 COUNTY COUNCILLOR

Councillor Downes said that he has just been advised of overspending within the Highways Dept resulting in a freeze of all expenditure on minor road repairs and maintenance for the remainder of this financial year.

Regarding the future of Hinchingbrooke Hospital, there was a public scrutiny meeting last week with the hospital Chief Executive, Chairman etc and this lasted for three hours.

It was disclosed that a clerical error in a return to government cost the hospital £6.9M in lost grants.

The hospital has three options now

a) that of minimal change – which they cannot afford

b) close major parts of the hospital and move them to Addenbrookes.

c) See what they can afford to keep open and restructure.

Councillor Downes urged that we, as a group, wrote to the PCT via Paul Watson,Strategic Health Authority,Fulbourn and state what services should be retained at Hinchingbrooke.      Members thought that essential were A and E; Maternity and Geriatrics.

149/06  PLANNING

a) Applications

0603123  Barclays Bank,High St, Install ATM.  It was proposed by Councillor Mrs Lloyd, seconded by Councillor Poole and unanimously agreed to recommend approval, this being a much-needed service for the village.

0603063 Land adj 13 Hatchet Lane. Erect dwelling. It was proposed by Councillor Seabrook, seconded by Councillor Poole and agreed unanimously to recommend approval of this application.

0602666 Land adj 1 Main Rd Stonely.  Design Statement.  No response required.

0603165 Huntingdonshire Kart Racing Track, Stow Rd – change of use of land.

Councillor Hutchinson declared an interest in this item, left the room,  took no part in the discussion and did not vote.

Councillor Mrs Lloyd in the Chair.

It was proposed by Councillor Seabrook, seconded by Councillor Mrs Hellett and agreed to recommend approval, with 5 votes in favour and 1 against.  

0602893  Dial House,20 East St . Extend and alterations. It was proposed by Councillor Mrs Hellett, seconded by Councillor Poole and agreed to recommend approval.

The Chair was again taken by Councillor Hutchinson.
0603203  2 Aragon Place – erect conservatory.    

Councillor Poole declared an interest in this item, left the room,  took no part in the discussion and did not vote.

It was proposed by Councillor Seabrook, seconded by Councillor Mrs Lloyd and agreed to recommend approval.

Councillor Poole rejoined the meeting.

0603274  Land at 6 Easton Rd Stonely,- change to garden.  Proposed by Councillor Mrs Hellett, seconded by Councillor Poole and agreed to recommend approval.    Councillor Mrs Lloyd abstained.

0603368  Malt House, Main Rd Stonely, Internal alterations.  Proposed by Councillor Sutton, seconded by Councillor Mrs Lloyd and agreed to recommend approval.

0603367  Malt House, Main Rd Stonely. Erect garage/chimney works. Proposed by Councillor Mrs gooderham, seconded by Councillor Sutton and agreed to recommend approval subject to the Listed Buildings Officer being satisfied with the height of the garage, adjacent to the house.

0603426  Plot 1,land adj 13 Hatchet Lane. Erect dwelling. Proposed by Councillor Mrs Lloyd, seconded by Councillor Mrs Gooderham and agreed recommend approval. 

b)Stonely Conservation Area

The Consultation Document regarding the Conservation Area having been circulated, members were invited for their comments.

It was generally thought that this was a shallow document and not really appropriate as a reference document for the coming years.

Councillor Mrs Lloyd thought it invidious that individual properties have been singled out for criticism.

Many of the comments made are relating to obvious points, such as the poor state of footpaths and there are a lot of inaccuracies.  In short, there is very little of value in the document.

The Clerk was instructed to write to the Planning Dept and relay these comments, whilst the Chairman will speak with Steve Ingram.

c) Consultation on Developer Contributions

 The Chairman reported his views on this document.

The Housing Needs Survey of 2002 has now been updated to 2006.

Every year that goes by, there is a shortfall of 585 affordable homes. Newbuild is less, at 559. This gives justification to every new house being built in Huntingdonshire being an affordable house and because of this requirement the Planning Authority thinks that it can justify any target.   At the moment the target is 29% so every developer of 3 and upwards houses has to provide affordable housing.

The Core Strategy suggests 40% across the board.   The Structure Plan shows 40% in the Cambridge Sub Region.

The only time you may sidestep the requirement is if you can provide clear evidence that affordable housing would compromise the viability of the scheme.  The Planning Authority is now saying that a different mix might be acceptable, rather than letting you off.  In exceptional circumstances where affordable housing cannot be provided on the site the requirement can be met by a financial contribution or by providing affordable housing elsewhere.

Nothing in this document specifically effects Kimbolton. It is primarily government policy.

150/06  WORKING PARTIES

a)Pound Lane.   The Clerk was asked to write to Geoff Bichener and invite several members of Cougars to a meeting, preferably on a Thursday evening.

 b) Playgrounds.   The Clerk said that he had recently attended the national conference of SLCC and had brought back a lot of brochures from play equipment manufacturers, which he would pass on to Councillor Mrs Blair, for her information.     

151/06  CORRESPONDENCE

Letter from Conservation Section suggesting that we apply for a Small Schemes Grant  to replace the wire mesh fence alongside the river at Rookery Lane bridge.   Members were aware that this fence is the responsibility of the County Council and that they had been informed about its poor condition on many occasions.

It was decided instead to apply for a grant to replace the fence around the war memorial and to provide planters.  The fence has been there since 1929 and is now rotting.

Letter from Smiths of Derby advising that they attended to repair the clock and instruction was given regarding ‘a local repair’.  It was agreed to ask John Haas if all is alright with the clock.

Countryside Access Team annual report.

CD of Huntingdonshire Design Guide – Landscape and Townscape Assessment.

Letter re meeting at Cambridge 14 November on ‘Tackling the growing challenge of congestion in Cambridgeshire’.    

Leaflet about ‘slow down on roads alongside rivers campaign’ from County Council.

East Midlands Regional Assembly Draft Regional Plan Consultation.

Changes to Registration Service in Cambridgeshire.

Consultation on Cambs and Peterborough Minerals & Waste Plan documents. 

Request for plaque in memorial garden for Grace Pierce.    This was approved.

Request for memorial for Henry Smith.  This was approved.

Land adj 51 Constables Leys. Advice from Huntingdonshire DCs Estates Manager that the land in question does, indeed, belong to this Council.   It was agreed to allow Adam Woodbine to occupy the land under licence, but not to sell the land.

Letter from Highways advising of lack of funding for any road repairs.

Letter from Highways re signs in Stonely advising of ‘School Bus Stop’ and that they are prepared to install them if the Parish Council pays the cost of £300 plus 20% admin , making £360 plus a commuted sum for future maintenance amounting to £671.40.

Members thought this excessive, particularly as there appears to be little maintenance undertaken by the County Council.   Councillor Peter Downes said that he would see if the signs could be installed if we paid the £360 and agreed to maintain them.

Huntingdonshire Health Walks November.

Invitation to AGM of Community Mediation Service on 17 November.

152/06  ACCOUNTS

The following were approved for payment:

Adam Frost designs   Landscape design for cemetery                  £540.00 no VAT     

Robinsons
              Fuel                                                               £12.95 inc   “

SG Electrical Services      Install streetlight Hearse House            £379.53  “     “

F R Kidman                  Fell wellingtonia in cemetery                    £2100.00  no  “

BT                                 Phone and fax                                             £75.87  inc  “

Fishers                         Sundries                                                       £22.78   “    “

C L Thatcher                Pay Oct                                                       £566.00  no  “

A D Tibbett                      -do- plus key cutting                                £579.42 inc  “

Inland Revenue            PAYE/NIC                                                  £281.71  no “

Cambs County Council    Pension conts.                                       £297.38   “   “

153/06  MEMBERS’ POINTS OF INFORMATION

Councillor Seabrook commented that more HGVs were using the B645 than before and that better policing was needed.

Councillor Mrs Gooderham said that nothing had been done to clear the Carnaby flood channel despite it being drawn to the attention of the Environment Agency.  The Clerk said that he would speak to them again.

Councillor Mrs Hellett said that the streetlight on Stonely Green was on continuously.

Councillor Sutton referred to a large broken branch hanging from the cedar tree in the cemetery.

Councillor Mrs Lloyd said that the streetlight in Stow Road was on continuously.She had also received an e mail from Mrs Butlin who is most concerned about a hedge on Main Road which, she feels, obstructs visibility.She has been told it is the responsibility of the land owner.

154/06  NEXT MEETINGS

The next meetings of the Council will be held on 30 November and 21 December 2006.

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 2230 hours.

