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KIMBOLTON & STONELY PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES of the Council meeting held at 7.00 p.m. on Thursday, 27 April  2006 at the Fire Station, Kimbolton.

52/06  PRESENT Councillors K Hutchinson (in the Chair); Mrs R Lloyd; R Gooderham; C Ayrton; Mrs D Gooderham; T Sutton; Mrs D Hellett; D Poole and L Farrer.

IN ATTENDANCE  District Councillor J Gray, C L Thatcher, Clerk to the Council and Dominic Chessum, Village Crier newspaper.

53/06  APOLOGIES were received from Councillors Mrs V Blair and P Seabrook plus County Councillor P Downes..

54/06  PUBLIC FORUM was not used.

55/06  MINUTES of the Council meeting of 30 March 2006 were read, approved and signed as a true record of that meeting.

56/06  MATTERS ARISING

a) High Street paving.   Nothing further to report.

b) Community Action Scheme.  Councillor Mrs Lloyd said that 17 people had expressed a wish to join and she has spoken with one more company about supplies.   She will speak to Councillors Mrs Blair and Tony Sutton about arranging a working party to finalise the scheme.

c) High Street parking.   The Clerk read an e mail from Karen Lunn of Highways, in which she said that she had spoken to the Traders’ Association and they had expressed the opinion that only 10 or so more spaces were needed and that these might be obtained if the spaces were marked on the road.     Councillor Ayrton said that if spaces were marked, they would be marked at an angle for safety reasons, so it might not be possible to achieve as many marked spaces as were used at present, being unmarked.    He said that this time last year there certainly was a parking problem, but this year there does not appear to be one.   He has been conducting a survey of spaces and produced his results.

District CouncillorJonathan Gray and Councillor Lee Farrer arrived at this point.

There ensued a long discussion on parking and it was proposed by Councillor R Gooderham, seconded by Councillor T Sutton and agreed that the Parish Council members will themselves survey parking throughout the day, noting spaces each time they visit the High Street and report back to Council. All were in favour with the exception of councillor Poole, who opposed the idea.  It was thought that the Traders could also undertake their own survey if they desired.    It was therefore agreed to postpone the meeting arranged for 1 June.

d)  Bus Shelter.   Councillor Farrer said that the total cost, including labour, should be £1137, with the cost of materials being £650.    This would build a shelter similar to Kings Ripton, of which he produced photographs.

The Clerk will write to the Conservation Officer, Highways and residents and advise them of the proposal.

It was proposed by Councillor Mrs D Gooderham, seconded by Councillor Mrs R Lloyd and agreed that the sum of £650 be approved for materials, subject to the approval of the Conservation Officer and Highways.  This was agreed by 7 votes to 1.

e)  Concessionary Bus Fares.     The Clerk read the letter from Jonathan Djanogly MP, in response to ours.

f) Cemetery Cottage.  A structural engineer was suggested as being the person to look at the cottage, but a buildings surveyor would be more appropriate.  The Chairman said that he would arrange this.

g) Vicarage Coach house.   No further information as yet.

h) Streetlight.  The Clerk reported on the cost of replacing the streetlight by the hearse house with one on a column and said that the c£1700 quoted by the County Council did, indeed, appear correct.   It was, however, proposed by Councillor R Gooderham, seconded by Councillor C Ayrton and agreed to place a new lantern on the wall of the hearse house and take the power from the hearse house. This would save around £500 over the cost of providing a new column.

i) Gifts For Volunteers.   This was proposed by Councillor Seabrook, who was unable to be present today.  It was agreed to defer consideration until the next meeting.

j) Photograph.    It was agreed to arrange the Council photograph for the next meeting.

56/06  PLANNING MATTERS

a) No applications have been received for consideration.

b) Robinsons Garage Site.            The Clerk reported receipt of a letter from HDC Planning Officer in reply to our letter of last August and seeking to encourage a change of opinion by this Council.     The Planning Officer said that HDC had arranged a report on the viability of the site if social housing was included and had concluded that the site should realise c£100,000 if the business was relocated away from Kimbolton and c£250000 if relocated to a site within Kimbolton.   In support of the need for social housing she had included a statement from the Housing Section which asserted that 110 persons were on the waiting list for social housing in Kimbolton.

The Chairman said that we could not differentiate between the reports produced by Robinson’s agent and the Council’s agent, as we were not party to those reports, but he remained of the view that this site must be one of the most expensive sites to decontaminate before re-use. Furthermore, he questioned the requirement for 110 rentable homes in Kimbolton and suggested that many of those indicating a wish to reside in Kimbolton had ‘ticked every box’ on the Housing Dept’s form, in order to expedite the allocation of accommodation.

It was proposed by Councillor Mrs Hellett, seconded by Councillor Poole and agreed to write to HDC and reiterate our views, in that we still feel that social housing on that site should not be insisted upon, due to the problems with the site.  Furthermore, the requirement of 110 rentable homes in Kimbolton is questioned and support for affordable (rentable) homes would only be given by this Council if they were for local people.

      It was agreed to request that this matter be decided by the Development   Control panel, rather than officers.     This was approved by 6 in favour, 1 against and 1 abstention.

c)  Local Development Framework.       Papers relating to this were received today.  The Chairman said that so far as Kimbolton is concerned there is no change.  We remain as a Key centre (Limited Growth) and development within the district still focuses on the market towns.    However, representations have been made by at least one individual to raise the status of Kimbolton so as to allow development outside the built area.

57/06  PLAYPARKS.

Nothing to report on this at present, as we await a decision by Awards for All on our grant application.

58/06  CORRESPONDENCE

Copy of letter from Mr J George of Constables Leys re possible development at 23 Newtown.   We have yet to see any application re this site.

Letter from DEFRA re clean neighbourhoods and Environment Act 2005, giving a guide to parish council enforcement of dog control and the ability to issue fixed penalties.

May Bank Holiday refuse arrangements.

Highways Agency, summer driving leaflet.

Hunts Arts Diary.

Letter from Mr Papworth of Ramsey enclosing a cheque to cover cost of holly plants by cemetery extension.  Council expressed gratitude to Mr and Mrs Papworth for their most generous gift.

59/06 QUALITY COUNCILS

Following upon the talk on quality status by the Clerk of Holywell with Needingworth PC the Clerk had enquired on the requirements for his qualification.   There is a lot to do, with him having to provide a portfolio of work and he had been told that probably several hundred hours work is involved. He is prepared to undertake this, if required.    

Members were not convinced that Quality Status is beneficial – certainly at present.     There are suggestions that this status brings with it certain financial benefits and the ability to take on more devolved functions, but there is very little evidence of this and there will be a cost involved in proceeding down that route.

It was proposed by Councillor R Gooderham, seconded by Councillor T Sutton and agreed to defer consideration until after the proposals for local government reorganisation are known later this year, by which time any benefits should be apparent.

60/06  DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S REPORT

Councillor Gray referred to the effect of the recycling campaign and was pleased to report that the amount of rubbish collected in the District had dropped from 12000 tonnes per quarter to 8500 tonnes.  Similarly, garden refuse had increased from 750 tonnes to 4500+ tonnes per quarter composted and the blue bin collections were also up.

The Chairman thanked Councillor Gray for personally collecting rubbish from the roadside in the parish.

61/06  ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT

a)The following were approved for payment:-

Huntingdonshire DC         Cemetery rates                              £209.42 no VAT

Fishers                              Groundsman sundries                    £89.60  inc   “

BT                                     Phone and fax                                £87.94    “    “

G Caress                          Cemetery work                           £1587.00   no   “

C L Thatcher                     Pay April                                      £565.40     “    “

A D Tibbett                             -do-  + expenses                    £602.49   inc   “

Inland Revenue                  PAYE/NIC                                  £277.36    no  “

Cambs County Council     Pension conts.                            £294.92     “    “

W J Watson & Sons          U Bolts                                          £25.00   inc  “

b)The Clerk reported that there had been a national pay award for local government staffs amounting to 2.7% p.a.  This represented an increase in the Groundsman’s pay from 1 April 2006 to £6.00 per hour.

c)The amount paid in respect of cemetery work had not increased for a number of years, being £5 per hour and it was recommended that this be increased to the same level as that of the Groundsman, £6.00 per hour with effect from 1 April 2005.

This was proposed by Councillor Poole, seconded by Councillor R Gooderham and agreed.

62/06  MEMBERS’ POINTS OF INFORMATION

The Chairman reported that the Mandeville Hall Committee had a new Chairman and that he hoped that he would meet with members soon.

Councillor Gooderham noted that the willow trees in Halls Meadow had been cut.

He also remarked on the major road works proposed for the A1/A14 at Brampton Hut and wondered whether the traffic diversion was to divert traffic in this direction.

Councillor Mrs Gooderham said that dog fouling in Newtown had increased and she had noted dogs that were not being kept on leads.

She thought a dog bin was needed at the end of Ashfield.

When were the logs in the allotment to be removed.

Several people had asked that the minutes be published in the parish magazine.  The Clerk said that he did send the minutes to the Editor each month and was now posting them on the notice board at the Mandeville Hall, as well as on the website.

Councillor Ayrton said that streetlight PC27 was flashing.

Councillor Poole asked whether there were any developments over the new teaching block at the School.

Councillor Gooderham asked if there was any progress re the cemetery extension.

Councillor Mrs Lloyd asked that grassseed be placed where grass is eroded at the Butts and wondered what had happened to the promised bus timetables.

The flues at the School kitchen were, it was thought, due to be dulled down. When is this to be done?

Could the question of fencing against rabbits at the allotments be placed on the agenda for the next meeting.

Councillor Farrer said that the streetlight by the bridge on Stonely Green was out.

63/06  NEXT MEETING

The next normal meeting of Council will take place on Thursday 25 May 2006, commencing at 7 p.m. in the Fire Station.

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 2220 hours.

ACTION

56/06  Community Action Scheme                                       RL/VB/TS

           High St parking                                                              CA

           Bus Shelter                                                                   CLERK

           Cemetery Cottage                                                       CHAIRMAN

           Streetlight                                                                      CLERK

