KSPC

KIMBOLTON & STONELY PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES of the Council meeting held at 7.00 p.m. on Thursday 27 August 2009  at the Fire Station, Kimbolton.

119/09  PRESENT:  Councillors Mrs R Lloyd (in the Chair); K Hutchinson; D Poole and Mrs V Blair.

IN ATTENDANCE County Councillor P Downes; District Councillor J Gray and C L Thatcher, Clerk to the Council.

120/09 APOLOGIES were received from Councillors C Ayrton; R Gooderham; T Sutton; L Farrer; Mrs D Gooderham; P Seabrook and Mrs D Hellett.

121/09 PUBLIC FORUM  was not used.

122/09 MINUTES of the meetings of 30 July and 20 August 2009 were read, approved and signed as a true record of those meetings.

123/09 COUNTY COUNCILLOR   Councillor Downes asked what response there had been from County Highways to our request for reactive signs in Main Rd Stonely.   He was informed that this had been rejected as no longer conforming to current policy.      He said that a Safety Audit is to be undertaken and he will keep Council advised of the conclusions.       The Clerk said that, following the rejection of the application for reactive signs, he had applied to the Jointly Funded Minor Works Scheme for funding for a mini roundabout at the Easton Rd junction.

Councillor Downes also enquired as to the progress on the Youth Club build. 
He commented on the fact that Cambridgeshire County Council came 93rd out of 99 local authorities in the awarding of compensation to people falling due to faulty paving.

District Councillor Jonathan Gray joined the meeting at this point.

County Councillor Peter Downes left at this point.

124/09  MATTERS ARISING  
a) Mandeville Hall.    The Clerk reported on progress to date and asked for suggestions as to who should be invited to the formal opening of the room.

b) Community Service Workers.  Councillor Mrs Blair said that she hoped Workers could be used to help improve the churchyard.  She felt, for example, that the rose bushes were reaching the end of their lives and needed removing, so that the ground could be left to rest for six months before replacements were planted.      She asked whether any money from Conquest Oil was soon to be forthcoming and the Chairman said that she would speak with Conquest.

Councillor Mrs Blair proposed, and Councillor Poole seconded, that the next money received be put towards the churchyard planting.

c) Policing.  The Clerk read the list of recent crimes in the parish.

d) Cemetery Extension.   Councillor Hutchinson said that he had spoken with Steve Ingram and was very hopeful that all had now been sorted out regarding the planning approval.  He would be writing to Mr Ingram and expected to receive written confirmation from him that the approval remained in force.

Mention was made of the holly hedge which had almost entirely died and some members thought it suspicious in the way in which it had died.  It was agreed to ask Bridget Halford to look at it and to have plants lab. tested if thought appropriate.

e) Cemetery Cottage.    It was agreed to provide a shed and that, if the tenants so requested, it could be sited in the northeast corner of the garden, subject to planning approval.   The fence would be replaced with 5 ft panel fencing plus gate. 

125/09 DISTRICT COUNCILLOR

Councillor Gray said that Huntingdonshire District Council intended holding their Council meetings during the evening from September.

Joint agency meetings were being set up for problem solving, based on the same areas as used by the police.

He is trying to get co-ordination between the Planning, Building Inspectorate and Environmental Health Departments, so that planning applications which could impact on all are dealt with properly.

Councillor Gray left the meeting at this point.
126/09 PLANNING MATTERS.   No applications had been received.

127/09 REPORTS 
 a) Cemetery Cottage Working Party.   The Working Party met to consider the siting of the shed and the replacement of the boundary fence and gate.
128/09  CORRESPONDENCE  

  Letter received advising of a Neighbourhood Engagement meeting to take place on 28 September, with a preliminary meeting to elect parish council representatives to the Panel, taking place in little Paxton on 1 September.
It was agreed to ask Councillor Seabrook if he would be willing to attend.

129/09  ACCOUNTS

The following were approved for payment:

C & S Fox Ltd         3 x Stage payments Mandeville Hall       £29685.87 inc VAT

A Moody Services     EPC on Cemetery Cottage                         £74.75   “     “

Mandeville Hall         Hire for Annual meeting                              £21.25  no   “

Fishers                       Sundries                                                    £64.55  inc   “

MHB Services           Streetlight mtnce                                        £87.30   “     “

C L Thatcher    Curtain rods, hearing loop Mandeville Hall         £116.24 inc VAT
Payroll Costs               Pay, PAYE,NIC,Pension Aug.               £1937.56  no    “

130/09 VARIATION OF STANDING ORDERS

Councillor Mrs Lloyd said that she had not intended that a decision to curtail meetings at 10 pm be embodied in Standing Orders, she would rather not make a formal arrangement.

It was agreed to leave the matter in abeyance.

131/09  VILLAGE WALKABOUT

This item was placed on the agenda at the request of Councillor Mrs Gooderham, who wished to ensure that any matters arising from the walkabout were not overlooked.  Since Mrs Gooderham was not in attendance it was agreed to defer this item.

132/09 CHRISTMAS FAIR

The Clerk said that he had been asked by Mr David Watson if the Council could assist by co-ordinating events for a Christmas Fair.  The Food Fair is already booked for 12 December and it was thought that linking other events to that would be beneficial to the village.

It was agreed that Councillor Mrs Blair and the Clerk would attempt to arrange a meeting with interested parties.

133/09  GROUNDSMAN

a) Hedgecutting.    The Clerk said that the amount of hedge cutting around the allotments and Halls Meadow was getting beyond the abilities and time available to the Groundsman and suggested that a mechanical hedgecutter and driver be hired to bring the hedges back under control for the next few years.  This was agreed in principle, subject to a satisfactory quote.
b) Government Scheme of Work Experience.

The Clerk said that the government was offering to fund the pay of a young person for six months work experience.  He had thought at first that this might be useful to us by having someone work with the Groundsman, but then realised this would not be practical as the Groundsman works for just three days per week and we could not have the young person unsupervised for two days.

Councillor Mrs Blair suggested that the young person be appointed to work with the Clerk, to help him with his duties.  The Clerk pointed out that he is employed for only two days per week and, in any event,  his office is at his home.

134/09  MEMBERS’ POINTS OF INFORMATION

Councillor Poole asked that three months’ notice be given to the person using parish-owned land for storage, without permission.

135/09  NEXT MEETING

The next meeting of the Council will take place at the Fire Station Kimbolton on Thursday 24 September 2009, commencing at 7 pm
There being no further business, the meeting closed at 2135 hours.
