KSPC

KIMBOLTON & STONELY PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES of the Council meeting held at 7.00 p.m. on Thursday, 27 January,2005 at the Fire Station, Kimbolton.

01/05  PRESENT

Councillors P Seabrook (in the Chair);R Gooderham;K Hutchinson;Mrs D Gooderham;C Ayrton;T Sutton;D Poole;Mrs R Lloyd and L Farrer

IN ATTENDANCE District Councillor J Gray;PC Russell Simpson;PCSO Carol Corn ; C L Thatcher, Clerk to the Council and two members of the public.

02/05  APOLOGIES were received from Councillor Mrs V Blair.

03/05  PUBLIC FORUM was not used.

04/05  MINUTES of the meeting of 23 December 2004 were read,approved and signed as a true record of that meeting, subject to the amendment of item 148/04 , last sentence, to ‘ Councillor Hutchinson commented that the  East of England Plan is on deposit now….’.

Councillor Mrs Lloyd asked whether the corrections to the minutes were made on the original minutes prior to distribution.  It was agreed to ensure that the originals were corrected before being distributed.

05/05  MATTERS ARISING

147/04  Groundsman’s Mobile Phone.  There were mixed feelings about the need to provide the groundsman with a mobile phone.   The Clerk thought that we might leave ourselves open to criticism by not providing a worker who worked alone with the means to contact someone in an emergency.     He had obtained sample prices, which ranged from about £45 up to £95 for the initial purchase of a phone, thereafter it would be used on a ‘pay as you go’ basis, so should be fairly cheap.

Councillor R Gooderham agreed that we should provide a phone.  He thought that we could not rely on the groundsman providing his own phone.   If we provided it, we could insist that it was carried at all times he is on duty.

Councillor Hutchinson said that he had an old phone which he would donate if Council purchased a pay as you go sim card.   This was agreed and Councillor Hutchinson was thanked for his offer.

06/05  POLICE MATTERS

PC Russell Simpson introduced Carol Corn, who had replaced Roger Poole as our Community Service Officer.   Carol was not unknown to Kimbolton, having been traffic warden covering this and other areas.     Roger has been transferred to Eaton Socon.

The Chairman welcomed Carol and asked PC Simpson to convey the thanks of Council to Roger for all his help during the time he covered this area and to pass on our best wishes fro the future.

PC Simpson gave an overview of the crimes in Kimbolton area in recent months.     There had been a burglary in Tollfield, a car had been broken into and there was one other theft.  All in all, it had been a fairly quiet time.

He intended to establish Police Surgeries which will be held at the Fire Station on one morning each month and he was working with cubs, scouts, brownies and at Overhills School.

The burglary team is now based at St Neots police station and CID is no longer there.

Councillor Jonathan Gray joined the meeting.

PC Simpson said that, since the introduction of Operation Dornier, there had been 75% less reported hare coursing in December than in the previous year.  

Operation Crossbill starts in February and will see the issuing of many warrants.

The Chairman thanked PC Simpson for his report and for taking the time to attend the meeting.

07/05  CAR PARK

The Chairman reported on the meeting held at Pathfinder House on 19 January which he, Councillor Hutchinson and the Clerk had attended and notes on the meeting were circulated.

It was clear that this Council needed to decide on the way it wished to proceed. The various options were outlined and Councillor Hutchinson discussed the pros and cons and, particularly, the likely costs.          It was thought that the land to the rear of Mandeville Hall still remained the best option, though it was questionable whether this would be cost-effective, given the large amount of expenditure that would be necessary both on forming the car park and on traffic calming and the limited space available for parking.

The other option seemed to be in obtaining funding for or provision of a car park on the back of some development.  The Chairman said that, if the old allotment site was ever developed, it may be possible to place a Section 106 agreement, requiring a contribution to car parking, though there is a possibility that any Section 106 agreement may prove to be only for the benefit of the District Council.

Councillor Gray said that the District Council is currently inviting comments on the draft development plan consultation document for Huntingdonshire, and responses have to be made by the end of February.        Currently, Kimbolton is shown as being a Key Centre (Limited Growth) and, as such, the District Council envisages only in-filling or small developments within the village limits of 9 dwellings or less.                He thought the only feasible way to get a car park is by someone providing it, but with the current proposal by the District Council, there was little prospect of that.

Councillor Ayrton said that Kimbolton is largely populated by people with children who stay for, perhaps, five years and by the retired.    There is little middle range.  Perhaps we should have a village plan?

Councillor Hutchinson said that he had thought that before any proposals were made by the District Council relating to Kimbolton, discussions would have been held with the Parish Council.

Councillor Gray commented that this is the initial consultation.

Councillor Hutchinson thought that limited development was needed for the village services to survive.  We have, however, been here before and the last time this was raised the idea of any development was thoroughly outvoted at a public meeting.   Admittedly, it was somewhat emotive then, with suggestions of 200 houses being made.  This was never envisaged and he would never support such a proposal.  He is, however, extremely concerned about supporting any development, when it has been so strongly opposed by residents.

Councillor R Gooderham said that in his opinion, it was opposed because certain people had convinced residents that the proposal was for 200 houses.

The Chairman said that we could have a working party meeting to consider our response to the document, or a public meeting.

Councillor Hutchinson wondered if we could get someone from the District Council to come and speak to a meeting.

The Chairman said that a change in District Council policy was needed. It should not be the last shop that they support, but the first to close.

Councillor Mrs Gooderham said that our deliberations must be made very public so that everyone knows exactly what is going on.  We were misrepresented last time and everything needs to be in the open.

Councillor Farrer said that Councillor Gray was attending a meeting on 16 February and would like to go armed with this Council’s views. We should give him some guidance.

The Chairman thought that two issues were being confused. The District Council are saying that we should be ‘Limited Growth’ and we need to decide whether to contest this.

Councillor R Gooderham said that last time people were asked about 200 houses, not about whether they would be happy with smaller development.

Councillor Hutchinson said that that was correct, but the meeting indicated that they did not want any development.

Councillor R Gooderham said that another meeting should be called, preferably with District Council representatives present.

Councillor Gray said that the District Council is not keen on development here, but, in his view, the only way forward for improvements is with some development.  He said that he doesn’t live in Kimbolton and he is very conscious of that.  He simply wants to help Council achieve what they want.

The Chairman said that perhaps we should have a parish meeting with Councillor Gray present and not with District Council officers.

Councillor Poole said that he supports the principle of a car park but it doesn’t look as though we will get one. We should do something in the High Street now.

Councillor Mrs Gooderham commented that Council needs to act as one on this matter.

It was proposed by Councillor Mrs Gooderham, seconded by Councillor Ayrton and agreed to hold a public meeting to discuss the development proposals and that every effort be made to involve residents, with circulars being sent to all addresses.

Copuncillor Gray left the meeting at this point.

The Clerk reported on a matter which was allied to this, in that a letter had been received from Max Hartley, Chairman of the Mandeville Hall Committee and enclosing a letter from a hall user, both complaining about the state of the car park at Mandeville Hall.

Councillor Mrs Gooderham agreed that the car park surface was awful and we should try to do a proper job.     We have tried patching it, but this never lasts.

The Chairman said that the alternative to patching it is to completely resurface it and this will cost £10,000.  

It was agreed to obtain estimates for planings and Councillor Farrer said that he would investigate.

08/05  PLANNING MATTERS

There were no planning applications for discussion.

The Clerk read letters from the District Council upon their refusal of permission for 39 High St and giving their list of current enforcement cases in the parish.

Members wondered what the present situation was regarding the Coach House at the Vicarage and whether materials from demolition had been retained, as requested.

09/05  WORKING PARTIES

a) Pound Lane.   The Clerk said that he had heard from Cougars about their wishes for a pavilion and a decision is now needed on the way forward.  It was agreed to hold a Working Party meeting on Thursday 17 February at the Fire Station, commencing at 7.30 p.m.

b) Playgrounds.   There is nothing further to report at present.

c) Youth Club     The County Council has now decided to sell the Youth Club site and is inviting agents to tender for disposal.    We have been promised (verbally) a contribution towards establishing another base for a Youth Club in Kimbolton, perhaps as a part of our project at Pound lane.  The likely contribution is £60,000.

d) Churchyard Seat.    No problems have been reported.

10/05  ANTI-SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR

It was reported in the Parish Magazine that youths were still congregating in the Lych Gate and that notices in the church porch had been set on fire.  The situation will be monitored.

A letter has been received from HHP advising that they had gained outright possession against the family which is effective from 28 January and if they remain there after that date bailiffs will be in attendance.       In the meantime they are seeking applicants for the property and it is rumoured that a family from Buckden has been successful. 

11/05  CORRESPONDENCE

Letter from County Council giving advance notice of intention to dispose of Youth Club property.

E mail from David Moore, advising of the death of his wife, Marjorie, on 14 January and that a memorial service is being held on 31 January.

Members expressed their sorrow at the news and their condolences to David.

Letter from Huntingdonshire NHS Primary Care Trust in which the Chairman expressed a wish to come to a meeting and give a progress report.

It was agreed to invite him to attend our Annual Parish meeting on 17 March.

Information on Calor Village of the Year competition.    It was agreed to take no action.

Confirmation of our precept for 2005/2006 as being £38000, representing £65.07 p.a. for a Band D property.

Circular on Freedom of Information Act from Office of Deputy Prime Minister.

Bylaws relating to cosmetic piercing,semi permanent skin colouring and electrolysis.

CALC bulletin

Hunts DC circular on public briefings on Licensing Act 2003.

12/05  ACCOUNTS

The following were approved for payment:

R R Gooderham & Son             Sundries                         £45.46 inc VAT

Anglian Water                    Allotment water                    £168.25  no   “

McAlpine Govt Services     Streetlight mtnce                   £84.37  inc   “

A I Topham & Son             Temp posts for Leys              £70.50   “     “

Re-Wired              Electrical repair Cemetery Cottage     £32.20  no   “

C L Thatcher                       Pay Jan                              £486.95    “    “

A D Tibbett                              “    “                                £542.52    “    “

Inland Revenue                  PAYE/NIC                           £177.46   “    “

Cambs County Council       Pension Jan                       £220.90    “   “

13/05  TWINNING

The Clerk reported on several e mails from the Mayor of Lija, Malta, seeking twinning with Kimbolton & Stonely.     Some information on Lija was being circulated and it was agreed to defer consideration until the next meeting, to enable members to study the literature.

14/05  MEMBERS’ POINTS OF INFORMATION

Councillor Mrs Lloyd commented on how nicely and neatly the side of the allotment field had been done.

Councillor Mrs Gooderham thought that disabled parking bays should be provided in the High St.

Councillor Ayrton said how much he had enjoyed the trees and lights displayed on premises over Christmas and pointed out that property owners had paid for the trees and the electricity.    Could the Parish Council consider paying for the trees next Christmas?

Councillor Mrs Gooderham said that the superloo door often remained open.  The Clerk has reported this to Decaux.

Councillor R Gooderham said that he had been asked by Councillor Mrs Blair to comment on the fence now erected at the Leys and, in particular, to point out that other residents, namely some in Ashfield and near the Butts, have access to our property via gates in their back gardens.

Councillor Gooderham said that there was very nearly an incident in the fire station car park, when two children had been playing there.  He said that the fence needed repair.        He also reported that there are now home fire risk assessment officers at the station and they are willing to help residents with advice on fire alarms etc.

Councillor Farrer said that he had heard that the cast iron bollards at George corner – one of which was removed following damage – were there only as a trial and there are no plans to replace the one removed.

Councillor Poole proposed a vote of thanks to Councillor and Mrs Hutchinson for their hospitality following the December meeting.   This was endorsed by those present.

15/05  NEXT MEETING

The next meeting will be held on Thursday 24 February,2005 at the Fire Station, commencing at 7 p.m.

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 2215 hours.

