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KIMBOLTON & STONELY PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES of the Council meeting held at 7.00 p.m. on Thursday, 27 July 2006 at the Fire Station, Kimbolton.

95/06  PRESENT  Councillors K Hutchinson (in the Chair);Mrs R Lloyd;Mrs V Blair;R Gooderham;T Sutton;D Poole;Mrs D Hellett and P Seabrook.

IN ATTENDANCE County Councillor P Downes;District Councillor J Gray and C L Thatcher, Clerk to the Council.

96/06  APOLOGIES were received from Councillor C Ayrton; L Farrer and Mrs D Gooderham..

97/06   PUBLIC FORUM.  There were no members of the public present.

98/06   MINUTES  of the Council meeting of 29 June 2006 were read, confirmed and signed as a true record of that meeting, subject to the addition of Councillor Mrs D Hellett to the list of those present.

99/06   MATTERS ARISING

a) Community Action Scheme.     Councillor Mrs Lloyd said that she and Councillor Sutton had met with Helen Tinkler from Stow Longa to decide upon the oil company to be used.  They had decided that Conquest and Shelford had made the best offers.  Conquest was a slightly better price but Shelford offered more in the way of incentives.

District Councillor J Gray joined the meeting at this point.

It was proposed by Councillor Seabrook, seconded by Councillor Sutton and agreed to appoint Conquest as the supplier, providing they could offer similar incentives to Shelford, with ‘cash back’ being preferred to free oil.

b) High St Parking.  Nothing further to report at present.

c) Bus Shelter.  The Chairman had spoken to Katie McAndrew of the Planning Dept regarding the request for peg tile roofing and she had agreed that shingles would be acceptable.       Highways are happy with the idea but require a site survey for underground services to be carried out.

d) Cemetery Cottage.     Nothing has been heard from the Structural Surveyor, so the Clerk will ask him to complete the survey as soon as possible.

e) Vicarage Coach House.    District Councillor Gray has had a response from Planning to the effect that the Diocese Agents will undertake the work soon.

f) Photograph.   It was agreed that, due to holidays, it would be as well to hold the photograph in abeyance for the time being.

g) Cemetery Extension.   The Clerk is meeting the Landscape Architect on 7 August.

h) The Leys Footpath.   The Clerk reported on the response of the CPS which was that they recommended a civil action as being more appropriate.   The Clerk will seek the opinion of our solicitor.

i) Rotary Club.   Councillor Mrs Lloyd said that Kimbolton Castle Rotary Club wished to become more involved in the community and would welcome suggestions as to how they might do this.  Members were asked to bring suggestions to the next meeting.

j) Mandeville Hall.  The Chairman was unable to attend the last committee meeting, but is hoping to go to one next Saturday, when he will speak to the Chairman.

k) Youth Club.    County Councillor Peter Downes said that the Youth Club opening had been delayed due to works on the Scout building not being completed.  It will now start on Thursday 21 September between 7p.m. and 9p.m. It will not be age specific initially.   The Organiser, Tyrell Golding, is willing to attend a Parish Council meeting in a few months’ time.

Councillor Gooderham suggested that flyers be placed on school buses in order to publicise the Club.

100/06  COUNTY COUNCILLOR’S REPORT

Councillor Downes said that the Guided Bus project will start shortly at an estimated cost of £116M, £92M of which is coming from the government.  The bus will be on a track between Cambridge and St Ives and off track afterwards to Hinchingbrooke.   

The vision for Huntingdon town centre following the building of the new A14 involves the removal of the existing A14 viaduct, with new roads through Hinchingbrooke Park from the A14 and a spur from the A14 at Godmanchester to the ring road by Pathfinder House.

Councillor Downes left the meeting at this point.

101/06  PLANNING MATTERS

0601644   23 Newtown , erect 3 dwellings – amended plans.

Councillor Hutchinson declared an interest in this item and vacated the Chair in favour of Councillor Mrs Lloyd.  He left the room, took no part in the discussion and did not vote.

Councillor Mrs Lloyd in the Chair.

Letters from residents were read and there was a long discussion on this application.

It was proposed by Councillor Seabrook, seconded by Councillor R Gooderham and agreed by 5 votes for and 1 against,that no objection be raised to this application.  The development is felt to be an appropriate housing mix with adequate off-street parking.  However,  a strong recommendation be made that restrictions on on-road parking during school hours be properly enforced.  

The possibility of a contribution from the development towards a shared-equity scheme be investigated and, if possible, that local applicants be considered first.

Councillor Hutchinson re-joined the meeting and Councillor Mrs Lloyd vacated the Chair.

Councillor Hutchinson in the Chair.

0602180  6 Easton Rd , erect stables.

Proposed by Councillor Seabrook, seconded by Councillor Mrs D Hellett and agreed that no objection be raised to this application, which is entirely appropriate for equine use.

0602240  18 East St, install dormer windows and repair roof.

It was proposed by Councillor Sutton, seconded by Councillor Mrs Blair and agreed no objection and that the proposal would result in a more balanced look to the house.

0601231  Old School, Grass Yard – amended plan.

It was agreed to re-affirm our earlier decision in that there is no objection to this application, the design being appropriate and an improvement to the deteriorating building as it now stands.

DEVELOPMENT CONTROL PANEL

The Chairman reported upon his attendance.

He said that the Robinson’s application had a lot of time spent on it and that the Panel had effectively come to the same decision as this Council regarding the two differing reports.

It was deferred to October at the latest for further talks in the hope of settlement.

The Chairman made the point about affordable housing, if included, being offered to Kimbolton people first and the Chairman of the Panel said that that is what happens.    The Clerk was asked to write and clarify this point.

102/06  WORKING PARTIES

POUND LANE

The Chairman had a meeting with Cougars representative.  He has paced out the pitch and the dimensions are OK.  They are getting topsoil and parents of Cougars members will be happy to assist in levelling.

They may also want to run an under 18 team which will then help to resurrect the village team.

PLAYGROUND

Still no news on the grant application.

103/06  CORRESPONDENCE

Letter from HDC proposing the allocation of a new address to the property formally known as Mast House, Brook Rd, Bicton Estate, now being Uite 15, Brook Rd.

Regional Spatial Strategy Panel report for East of England.

Community Transport Guide 2006/2007

Public Consultation on provision of Gypsy and Traveller sites.

Current planning enforcement cases in the parish.

CALC AGM to be held on 21 August at St Ives.

CALC courses for Councillors and Clerks.

Changes to Local Bus Services (none of which are very local to here!)

NALC Scale of Audit Fees.

CALC bulletins for July.

104/06  ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT

K Fergusons Ltd    Grasscutting                                     £4388.89 inc VAT

Fishers                   Sundries                                               £16.49  “      “

BT                          Phone and fax.                                     £75.61  “      “

Moore Stephens    Audit fee 04/05                                   £411.25  “      “

C L Thatcher          Pay July                                             £565.40  no   “

A D Tibbett             Pay July                                            £575.35   “      “

Inland Revenue      PAYE/NIC                                        £282.89   “      “

Cambs County Council   Pension conts.                         £300.99   “      “

105/06  MEMBERS’ POINTS OF INFORMATION

Councillor Gooderham said that the drying ground and both sides of the river needed strimming.

Councillor Poole asked that the Groundsman circulated throughout the village and looked for jobs that needed his attention, in other words , that he became proactive rather than reactive.

Councillor Mrs Lloyd said that a light in Newtown Lane is on all the time.

The Chairman said that the Castle Gardens sign is broken and is now in the ditch.

Constables Leys sign is also damaged and there is no sign to Hush Court.

106/06  NEXT MEETING

There will be a special meeting of Council on 1 August to consider a planning application and the next normal meeting will be held on Thursday 31 August 2006, commencing at 7 p.m.

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 2225 hours.    

