 KSPC

KIMBOLTON & STONELY PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES of the Council meeting held at 7.00 p.m. on Thursday, 27 March 2008  at the Fire Station, Kimbolton.

50/08  PRESENT Councillors K Hutchinson (in the Chair); Mrs R Lloyd; R Gooderham; Mrs V Blair; Mrs D Gooderham; C Ayrton; T Sutton; D Poole and P Seabrook.

IN ATTENDANCE District Councillor J Gray, two members of the public and C L Thatcher, Clerk to the Council.

51/08  APOLOGIES were received from Councillors Mrs D Hellett and L Farrer and County Councillor P Downes.

52/08  PUBLIC FORUM was not used.

53/08  MINUTES of the Council meeting of 6 March 2008 were read, approved and signed as a true record of that meeting.

54/08  MATTERS ARISING

a) High Street.   The Clerk reported having met with the contractors and representatives of Huntingdonshire District Council to discuss the finishing of the paving around the war memorial.  It seems that there are insufficient slabs left to complete the whole area and the proposal had been made to slab just one row around the memorial.  The Clerk had said that this was not acceptable, as it had always been intended that the war memorial area was totally renewed.   The HDC representative agreed to source sufficient slabs to complete all the work and to meet again on Monday next.     It was agreed that Councillors Ayrton and Poole would accompany the Clerk to that meeting.

b) Churchyard Cobbles.  The Clerk said that the contractors renewing the High Street paving had been approached about replacing the cobbles by the gate to the churchyard off St Andrews Lane.   An informal estimate of £2000 had been given.
c) Cemetery Cottage.   The Clerk reported that the Conservation Officer had agreed to the application for listed building consent to be by way of exchange of letters, but she did want full details of the heliband scheme of reinforcing.  The Clerk will obtain this from the loss adjusters.  The Conservation Officer also said that she would prefer to have a listed building application which included the works proposed by this Council.  On that subject, the Clerk detailed the estimates of rental income obtained from two estate agents and read their comments relating to the work which should, in their opinions, be undertaken.

It was agreed that the Working Party would meet with the Clerk in order to decide what is essential and what is desirable, following which quotations will be sought.

d) Mandeville Hall/Youth Club.   The Chairman has spoken with the Chairman of the Mandeville Hall Committee and hopes to have a meeting with him before our next meeting.

e) Planters.  Nothing further to report yet.

f) High Street Bus Stop Sign.   This has now been installed and the sign and timetable box affixed to the support.  No timetables at present.

g) B660 Left Turn Lane.      Councillor Poole spoke to his idea of providing a left turn lane at The Butts.     It was thought that there was not a long enough stretch of road between the bridge and the B645 for this to be effective.  Councillor Seabrook said that he still thought that the only solution there was a roundabout.

It was agreed to again ask both Huntingdonshire District and Cambridgeshire County Council to provide this.

55/08  PLANNING MATTERS

0704037  14 Harvard Way.  Erect 2 storey building. It was proposed by Councillor Seabrook, seconded by Councillor Mrs Lloyd and unanimously agreed to recommend approval.

0800759  Kimbolton School.Create artificial and grass sportsfields.

Councillor Seabrook and District Councillor Gray each declared an interest in this application, both being school Governors, Councillor Seabrook as this Council’s representative to the Governors. 
The School Bursar, at the invitation of the Chairman, spoke to the application and he was followed by a member of the public who spoke against the proposal.

The Clerk read two letters of opposition and one of support.

There was considerable discussion and the major concerns centred around the lack of provision for car parking, which members thought would cause those visiting the pitches to park in Castle Gardens or Pound Lane, and the noise and light pollution.  The Chairman suggested that this application was the thin end of the wedge, leading towards further applications from the School for this area of their land.  Councillor Seabrook said that this was not valid in the consideration of this application.
Upon being put to the vote,a proposal was made by Councillor Mrs Lloyd and seconded by Councillor Poole, that the application be refused due to an unacceptable change of use of the land in the historic setting of Duchess Walk and a Grade 1 Listed Building plus an unacceptable impact on the environment and residents.

This was agreed, 5 votes being in favour, 3 against and with 1 abstention.

0800764  12 Harvard Way.  Change of use from B8 to B1.

It was proposed by Councillor Mrs Gooderham, seconded by Councillor Poole and unanimously agreed to recommend approval.

0800659  Units 4 & 5, Cromwell Court,High St.  Alterations.

The Chairman declared an interest in this application, left the room and did not take part in the discussion, nor did he vote.

Councillor Mrs Lloyd took the Chair.

It was noted that the work had taken place in advance on an application being made for listed building consent.

The work done extended the roofline without a break and this was noted to be contrary to the normal policy of the District Council. 

It was therefore proposed by Councillor Mrs Blair, seconded by Councillor Ayrton and agreed by 5 votes to 3 to recommend refusal of this application.  It was further agreed to ask the District Council whether they intend to prosecute the applicant for making the alterations in advance of a listed building application.

Councillor Hutchinson returned to the meeting and took the Chair.

Barclays ATM.   The Clerk read the letter of reply to our complaint from Steve Ingram.  There was some surprise that the complaint had been dealt with by the department to which the complaint related, but it was agreed to simply note the response.   An effort will be made to contact Barclays Operations Manager for this area and to assure him of this Council’s support for the bank and for the installation of the ATM.

56/08  WORKING PARTIES 

There had been no Working Party meetings but a meeting of the Environmental Strategy working party is to be held on 7 April at the Fire Station, commencing at 7.30 p.m.

57/08  HIGH STREET PAVING AND ‘STATTI’ FAIR

Councillor Poole thought that we should make clear to the fairground operator that he would not be permitted to place any rides or machinery on the pavement in future, now that this has been renewed and that an assurance should be obtained from him that he will not attempt to do so.     It was agreed to write formally to the fair organiser, who happens to be Councillor Gooderham, and ask him to obtain the necessary assurances from the operator.

58/08  CORRESPONDENCE

The Police Neighbourhood Policing meeting is to be held at Hail Weston on 8 April 2008.  The Chairman thought it important that someone attended.

A Leaflet from National Air Traffic Services explaining changes to airspace was circulated.  The new ‘racetrack’ holding patterns for Luton airport will be to the east of Huntingdon and St Neots and in this area the aircraft could be down to 6000 feet.  It is unlikely that this will directly effect Kimbolton and Stonely, though the edge of the airway will now be overhead here.  

The Audit Commission advise that our external auditor will continue to be Moore Stephens for the next few years.

59/08 ACCOUNTS

The following were approved for payment:

Payroll costs & reimbursement of expenditure                           £1829.76 inc VAT 
Platinum Telecom                Phone & fax                                       £27.30   “     “
Robinsons                                 Fuel                                              £12.56    “     “

Hunts DC                    Cemetery rates 2008/9                             £229.00   no   “

Fishers                                    Sundries                                         £25.45   inc   “

E On                          Hearsehouse/streetlight power                    £61.42    “     “

Hunts District Council         First instalment High St paving    £10,000.00   no   “

60/08  MEMBERS’ POINTS OF INFORMATION
Councillor Mrs Gooderham asked that the hedge in the Station Road end of Halls Meadow be trimmed.

She also suggested that the front garden of Cemetery Cottage be gravelled.

Councillor Ayrton said that there was  rubbish alongside the footpath on Stonely Green resulting from the floods . He wondered if it had been cleared.

Councillor Poole reported that Lorrywatch was proving effective, with 194 lorries reported. Of those,38% were here legitimately ; 18% were in breach; 4% at present disputed and 6% were bearing motorcycle numberplates!   The remainder were in progress,
Councillor Mrs Lloyd said that a new name sign for Kimbolton was needed on the Causeway.

Councillor Seabrook wished to know when the County Council intended to resurface the B645 through Stonely.  Councillor Gray said that a bid had been put in but it had been found that the road condition was not bad enough to qualify.

The Clerk mentioned one point which a resident had asked him to bring forward.  There is increasing concern about dog fouling though the village generally, but particularly in Halls Meadow.   It was agreed to again try placing warning signs and the Clerk will purchase a laminator, so that signs may be produced in house.

61/08  NEXT MEETING

The next meeting of the Council will be held on Thursday 17 April at the Fire Station, commencing at 7 p.m.

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 2203 hours.
