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KIMBOLTON & STONELY PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES of the Council meeting held at 7.00 p.m. on Thursday 27 May 2010  at the Fire Station, Kimbolton.

61/10  PRESENT: Councillors Mrs R Lloyd (in the Chair):R Gooderham; Mrs D Gooderham; Mrs S Hawkes; Mrs D Hellett; Mrs J Stainer; D Poole; P Seabrook and K Hutchinson.

62/10  ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN

It was proposed by Councillor Mrs Hellett, seconded by Councillor R Gooderham and unanimously agreed that Councillor Mrs R Lloyd be appointed Chairman for the coming year.

63/10  APOLOGIES were received from Councillor T Sutton; District Councillor J Gray and County Councillor P Downes.

64/10  PUBLIC FORUM was not used.

65/10  NEW COUNCILLOR  Mrs Joan Stainer was welcomed as a member of the Council.  Mrs Stainer then signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office.

66/10  MINUTES of the Council meeting held on Thursday 29 April 2010 were read approved and signed as a true record of that meeting subject to the following amendment:
52/10  third paragraph to read –

Councillor Seabrook said that an ‘action plan’ was promised between 2008 and 2011 yet, two years in, there was no apparent progress nor any contact from the District Council.

Councillor Gray said that he had attended a Development  Control Panel meeting regarding the land by 21 Hatchet Lane, Stonely application, where a major issue was whether or not this was in ‘open countryside’.

67/10  MATTERS ARISING

a) Community Service.  Councillor R Gooderham volunteered to take this over from Councillor Mrs Blair, following her resignation.   He is away for two weeks shortly but will make contact on his return.

b) Policing.   The Clerk read the list of crimes in the parish over the past month.    Members were concerned that there appears to be a rise in anti-social behaviour and agreed to publicise the fact that anyone witnessing, or suffering, anti-social behaviour may contact the Clerk who will act as co-ordinator with the police.

c) Cemetery Extension.  Nothing has been heard from Hunts District Council and Councillor Hutchinson will chase a reply.

d) PlayPark Fence.  The Clerk has received a reply from Hunts DC agreeing that a sum of £2000 will be paid from the S106 money held by them and applied to the cost of replacement fencing.

The District Council will require an indemnity agreement signing to secure the release of the S106 funding and it was agreed to authorise the Chairman, Councillor Mrs R Lloyd and Councillor R Gooderham to be the signatories to the Agreement on behalf of this Council.

The District Council has confirmed that they will have no objection to the fencing work being commenced prior to receipt of the S106 money and the Clerk was authorised to contact the Scouts with a view to making the arrangements.

e) PlayPark Equipment.   The Chairman will speak to Mrs Blair and collect the information she has on the equipment from her.

Councillor Mrs Gooderham asked if the baby swing could be replaced.  This had been broken and was in store at the fire station.  The Clerk will ask Wicksteed to refit the seat.

f) Burial Fees.      Members had given consideration to the fees which had been in force since 2007 and to the costs of maintaining the cemetery. Councillor Seabrook said that there was a shortfall of 44.66% and proposed that charges be increased across the board by this amount , rounded up.  This was seconded by Councillor Poole and unanimously agreed.  The new charges will take effect from 1 July 2010.


g) Churchyard Pathway.   Approvals having been received the question of laying gravel was discussed.  Council had decided to do so in 2008 and this had been communicated to the resident.  It was proposed by Councillor Mrs Gooderham, seconded by Councillor Mrs Stainer and agreed by 4 votes to 2, that the path be reinstated with gravel and that the Groundsman be asked to undertake the work.     It was also agreed to ask the Groundsman whether he could repair loose cobbles on the pathway from the south door to the St Andrews Lane gate.
h) Hunters Way.  The Clerk said that fencing had appeared on site but, at the time he looked, had not been erected. No further contact from the district Council as yet.

i) Car Parking.  Nothing to report on this, but Councillor Seabrook asked that it be carried forward as an agenda item.

68/10  COUNTY COUNCILLOR

Councillor Downes was unable to be present and had tendered his apologies.  He said there were significant implications for local government in the new government’s strategy and a council tax freeze was proposed.   He was disappointed with the education proposals.
No progress with the guided bus nor further information regarding the St Neots schools.

69/10  PLANNING MATTERS

The following were considered :

1000620  67a Main Rd, Stonely.  Enlarge balcony, spiral staircase to playroom.

It was proposed by Councillor R Gooderham, seconded by Councillor Mrs Hellett and agreed by 6 votes to 1 to recommend approval as appropriate development.
However, a neighbour had raised a possible discrepancy between the plans now produced and the original which, although both being a scale of 1:200, showed a different size footprint for the building.   It was agreed to draw this to the Planning Officer’s attention.

1000365  4 Tollfield, Kimbolton.  Amended plan.    It was noted that there had been insufficient time in which to respond to this and no comment is therefore offered.

1000556   8 Aragon Place, Kimbolton.  

Councillor Poole declared a personal interest in this application.

It was proposed by Councillor R Gooderham, seconded by Councillor Mrs S Hawkes and unanimously agreed to recommend approval as being an appropriate design within keeping with previously approved extensions.

LOCAL DEVELOPMENT FRAMEWORK CONSULTATION.

The Clerk was asked to seek an extension to the deadline of 11 June for comments, in order that all members may have an opportunity to see the documents.

VICARAGE, HIGH ST

The decision of the Planning Officer was reported and generated a lot of discussion.  It was felt that the latest decision did not reflect the intentions of the Development Control Panel but, on viewing the decision of the grant of approval at that time it was decided to take no further action.

ONGOING PLANNING MATTERS relating to

Crown House – chimney

George House – wall

Stonely Cottage – Serpentine Walk

will be carried forward each month until resolved.

70/10  VICE CHAIRMAN

It was proposed by the Chairman, seconded by Councillor Mrs Gooderham and unanimously agreed that Councillor Keith Hutchinson be elected vice Chairman for the ensuing year.

71/10  CHAIRMAN’S ALLOWANCE

It was proposed by Councillor R Gooderham, seconded by Councillor D Poole and agreed that the Chairman’s Allowance remain at £200.

72/10 MEMBERSHIP OF WORKING PARTIES

It was agreed that the following Working Parties be established for this year and that the membership be as follows:

Allotments:  Councillors Mrs R Lloyd and Mrs D Hellett.

Burial and Cemetery Extension: Councillors K Hutchinson, R Gooderham, Mrs R Lloyd and Mrs D Gooderham (co-opted).

Dog Fouling: Councillor R Gooderham.

Footpaths: Councillors Mrs R Lloyd; D Poole, Mrs J Stainer and G Lloyd (co-opted).

Grounds and Car Parking: All members.

Playgrounds: Councillors T Sutton; Mrs R Lloyd and Mrs D Hellett,

Planning, Structures and Supervision of Property: All members.

Trees: Councillors R Gooderham; T Sutton and Mrs S Hawkes.

Pound Lane: All members.

Environmental: Councillors Mrs R Lloyd; Mrs D Hellett and Mrs S Hawkes.

Personnel: Councillors Mrs R Lloyd, Mrs S Hawkes and K Hutchinson.

73/10  REPRESENTATIVES TO OUTSIDE BODIES

Civil Protection.  Councillor R Gooderham

Mandeville Hall:  Councillors R Lloyd, D Poole and P Seabrook.

Parochial Charities:  Councillor K Hutchinson and Mrs V Ralph (co-opted).

Police Liaison: Councillor P Seabrook

Youth Club:  Councillor D Poole.

Kimbolton School Governors: Councillor P Seabrook
74/10  REPORTS

a) Working Parties   

Grounds and Car Parking:  A copy of a letter from the proprietor of the Old Swan Pharmacy to the Headmaster of Kimbolton School regarding the parking of vehicles relating to the school in the high St rather than on school premises was read.  This was noted and it was agreed to pass on the views to Huntingdonshire District Council.

Personnel.   The Chairman reported that the working party had met with the Clerk to discuss his appraisal.   

b) Outside Bodies.

Parochial Charities had met but Councillor Hutchinson had been unable to attend.

Youth Club.  Councillor Poole advised members of the Youth Club’s Fun Day to be held on 5 June and asked all to support their efforts.

75/10  REQUEST FOR SKATE PARK

A request from two youngsters had been reported last month and placed on the agenda for action.  It was agreed that the Playgrounds Working Party should meet to discuss this.

76/10  CORRESPONDENCE

A letter of resignation was received from Councillor Mrs Dawn Gooderham who has decided to retire from Council with immediate effect.   The Chairman thanked Dawn for her 22 years’ of service and said that she would be sadly missed. 
The Chairman presented her with flowers and said that she would be arranging a farewell drink at her home in the near future.

A letter was received from Lee Farrer asking whether he could re-join the Parish Council.  It was proposed by Councillor Poole, seconded by Councillor R Gooderham and unanimously agreed to invite Lee back to fill one of the vacancies.

Circulars were received regarding the Library Service and a scheme to assist those unable to attend at a library.

77/10  VACANCY FOR COUNCILLOR

As reported above, Lee Farrer has asked to join the Council and this has been agreed.  This will leave one vacancy which will be advertised.

78/10  ACCOUNTS

The following were approved for payment:

CGM Ltd                       Grass cutting                                    574.61 inc VAT

Came & Co                   Insurance Premium                       1799.05    no    “

PlaySafety Ltd              Playground inspections                   148.05  inc    “

MHB Services Ltd        Streetlight Mtnce                                89.19   “      “

N K Brodie & Son            Hedge cutting                               293.75   “      “

Robinsons                        Fuel                                               13.69   “      “

Screwfix Direct               Groundsman sundries                     48.81   “      “

E On                        Hearse house & streetlight power          60.43   “      “

Payroll costs      Salaries, PAYE,NI,Pension + key cutting 1988.88   “     “
ACCOUNTS YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 2010

The Clerk has circulated the accounts for the year 2009/2010.  It was proposed by Councillor Mrs D Gooderham, seconded by Councillor P Seabrook and agreed to adopt the accounts for 2009/2010 and to sign the Annual Return.

It was further proposed by Councillor Mrs Hellett, seconded by Councillor Seabrook and agreed that the Annual Governance Statement read out was correct and should be signed.

79/10  DISTRICT COUNCILLOR

Councillor Gray was unable to be with us tonight and has tendered his apologies.

He did advise that some of the red tape will go and that some of the more onerous restrictions placed on Councils and how they will spend their money will be lifted, but that will not alter the fact that there is little money available.
He is continuing to lobby for Riverside Car Park St Neots to remain free for the first 3 hours and forwarded copies of correspondence with the Planning Officer regarding both George House wall and Crown house chimney, neither of which have progressed.   He has asked for some action on these.

80/10  MEMBERS’ POINTS OF INFORMATION

Councillor Hutchinson asked about the dog fouling signs.  The Clerk said that they have been ordered.

Councillor R Gooderham said that the groundsman seemed to have been spending a lot of time in the High St whereas he would have thought he could better spend his time dealing with vegetation at this time of year and letting the street cleaning reduce to some extent.  The Clerk said that the Groundsman had hurt his shoulder and had been on ‘light duties’.
Councillor Mrs Gooderham said that streetlight PC14 was out.  She asked about progress on the shed for the cottage.  Councillor Hutchinson will deal with this.

Councillor Seabrook said that Easton Rd has subsided.

Councillor Mrs Hellett asked whether there was any progress on a notice board for Stonely.

She also wondered who would be taking over the co-ordination of the Christmas Fair following the departure of Mrs Blair.

Councillor Mrs Stainer referred to the tree at the junction of Ashfield and Newtown which a resident wanted trimming.  The Clerk said that the resident had written to the Council and had been referred to the County Council.

Councillor Poole asked whether the hedge behind the goal wall in Pound Lane cut be well cut back.  This cannot be done until 1 August but Councillor Seabrook said that he would take his machine there then and cut it as much as possible.

Councillor Poole also asked about the bench at Pound Lane which had rotted and been removed. It was thought that this would be a good place for a donated bench, when an offer is received.

He also commented on the car wheels cutting up the new tarmac at the Mandeville Hall car park, especially in the warm weather.

81/10  NEXT MEETING
The next normal meeting of Council will be held on Thursday 24 June 2010 at the Fire Station, commencing at 7 pm.  However, the annual parish ‘walkabout’ will take place on Thursday 17 June, commencing at 7 pm at the Fire station.

There being no other business, the meeting closed at 2220 hours.
�It was agreed to amend this  para by the addition that “future changes to the fees should be linked to the cost of living” at the meeting of 24 June 2010






