KSPC

KIMBOLTON & STONELY PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES of the Council meeting held at 7.00 p.m. on Thursday, 28 April,2005 at the Fire Station, Kimbolton.

41/05   PRESENT Councillors P Seabrook (in the Chair); R Gooderham;Mrs V Blair;K Hutchinson;Mrs D Gooderham;T Sutton;D Poole;L Farrer and Mrs R Lloyd.

IN ATTENDANCE District Councillor Jonathan Gray and C L Thatcher, Clerk to the Council.

42/05   APOLOGIES were received from Councillor C Ayrton.

43/05   PUBLIC FORUM was not used.

44/05   MINUTES of the Council meeting held on 31 March 2005 were read, approved and signed as a true record of that meeting subject to the following amendment –

Minute 35/05 b).Playground.  Amend second sentence to read ‘Councillor Mrs Lloyd said that she still thinks that a playpark for small children should be north of the B645’.

45/05   MATTERS ARISING

39/05  Cemetery Cottage.  It had been noted that grass is growing in the guttering of the cottage.

Cemetery Fees.   It was agreed to consider the fees levied at the next meeting and to obtain an indication of fees charged by surrounding burial authorities.

District Councillor Jonathan Gray joined the meeting at this point.

Mandeville Hall Car Park.  The Clerk reported receipt of a quotation from Ringways for the resurfacing of the car park.  Ringways, however, had quoted for a tarmac coating of the run-in, whilst leaving the areas where cars parked as at present.   Members thought that they would prefer to repair all the car park and requested a revised quote from Ringways.

Rear of 1 Dukes Row.   A response has been received from the householders and it is agreed to plant a thorn hedge along their boundary.

46/05  PLANNING MATTERS

05000834   Wornditch Farm.  Listed building consent to remove interior wall.

As this application only arrived today it was agreed to defer consideration to enable members to inspect the proposed works.

Notification of an appeal against the refusal to allow the siting of an oil tank to the front of 39 Castle Gardens has been received. It will proceed by written representations.

Letter received from Planning Dept again requesting that this Council withdraws its application for a car park to the rear of Mandeville Hall, as highway matters have not been resolved.

It was agreed that, at the meeting held at Pathfinder House, highways representatives made it clear that a successful scheme could be designed, therefore, there seemed to be no reason why the planning application could not be determined favourably.  The Clerk was instructed to write to the Planning Dept accordingly. 

47/05   WORKING PARTIES

a) Pound Lane.            A plan ‘for discussion’ has been received and the architects will be asked to arrange a meeting where ideas may be investigated.

Total Turf Solutions have attended and inspected the football pitch.  They have taken soil samples and will provide an analysis and recommendations on work needed to return it to playing condition.

Councillor Mrs Lloyd joined the meeting at this point.

b) Playgrounds.     The RoSPA inspection is due this month.    Councillor R Gooderham advised that the fence between the playground and the fire station yard has been repaired by the Fire Service.

c) Youth Club.  Contact has been made by detached youth workers who will be attending in the village to liaise with youngsters.

Councillor Mrs Blair reported on her investigations into surrounding youth clubs.

d) Churchyard Seat.   No problems reported.

48/05   TWINNING

It was agreed to try to establish an association with Fernie by contact being made between various organisations and to publicise this in the Parish Magazine and ask for volunteers.

49/05   CORRESPONDENCE

A letter received from a resident regarding wheelie bins and problems in storage of the bins, which have to be kept in front of the property.   Councillor Gray said that residents can ask for an Inspector to review their property.

It was thought that a wheelie bin might be necessary at the cemetery.

A very generous offer had been received to fund the provision of a holly hedge alongside the cemetery extension..  Members greatly appreciated the generosity and were now able to concentrate on obtaining funds for the hedge at the other end of the cemetery.

50/05   ACCOUNTS

The following were approved for payment –

Allianz Cornhill                 Insurance premium                       £1742.06  no VAT

Pictons Solicitors              Fees                                               £634.50 inc    “

BT                                     Phone & fax                                     £93.11   “      “

CBA                                  Subscription                                     £40.00  no    “

Civic Telecom                  Groundsman mobile phone              £79.00 inc    “

G Caress                         Cemetery work 2004/5                 £1282.50  no    “

Huntingdonshire D C       Cemetery rates                               £189.87  “      “

McAlpine Govt Service    Streetlight mtnce April                      £84.37 inc    “

A D Tibbett                       Pay April                                        £542.51  no    “

C L Thatcher                       “     “                                            £486.50   “      “

Inland Revenue                PAYE/NIC                                     £177.71   “      “

Cambs County Council     Pension conts.                              £239.52  “      “

The Clerk reported receipt of details of the pay award for local government employees.   That for Clerks is being considered by a Working Party, since there are options for each authority, but the award for our Groundsman is 2.95%, effective from 1 April,2005.

51/05   MEMBERS’ POINTS OF INFORMATION

Councillor Mrs Lloyd referred to the Community Action Schemes in operation elsewhere, where residents have formed buying groups for heating oil.  She wondered if this was worth consideration for Kimbolton.  It was agreed to place this matter on the agenda for the next meeting.

Councillor Farrer asked that the Groundsman trims around the gravestones in the churchyard.

Councillor Gray said that, in relation to High St paving slabs, the County Council’s bid for £25,000 funding was unsuccessful and the available amount is now £5000.  They have now asked Hunts District Council to run the project and he has tried to speak to Louise Brown, the Conservation Officer, about it.

Councillor Sutton said that he thought that the sign to the 379th Bombardment Group at the airfield had been covered by the large sign for the toilet.  It has not, however, as the large sign covers a smaller sign to the toilet.

Councillor Mrs Gooderham referred to the tonne bag of sand left by the gateway feature on the Catworth Rd and which is now growing grass.   The Clerk has already reported this to Highways and they will remove it when they have a suitable vehicle in the area. 

She also said that the cemetery paths need spraying now.  This will be done by our Groundsman when the knapsack sprayer arrives.

The missing milestone in Station Road had been found.  

Councillor Hutchinson asked what had happened to the website.  The Clerk has tried to contact Pentangle, the intended providers, without success.  Councillor Hutchinson asked that this be placed on the agenda.

Regarding declarations of interest, it would seem that it might be necessary to commence meetings in future by making declarations of interest on all agenda items, for them to be recorded specifically then , in addition to the present practice.

Councillor R Gooderham advised that an American party will be coming to the village at the beginning of July for VE Day celebrations and that a flypast by the B17, Sally B, is expected on 2 July.

He also remarked on the impending closure of the kitchen shop.

52/05   NEXT MEETING

The next meeting, which will be the annual meeting, will be held on Thursday 26 May,2005, commencing at 7 pm., at the Fire Station.

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 2215 hours.    

