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KIMBOLTON & STONELY PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES of the Council meeting held at 7.00 p.m. on Thursday, 28 June 2007 at the Fire Station, Kimbolton.

98/07  PRESENT  Councillors K Hutchinson (in the Chair);Mrs R Lloyd;P Seabrook;D Poole;Mrs D Gooderham;R Gooderham;T Sutton and Mrs D Hellett

IN ATTENDANCE District Councillor J Gray;C L Thatcher.Clerk to the Council and Will Davison, Town Crier newspaper.

99/07  APOLOGIES  were received from Councillors L Farrer;Mrs V Blair;C Ayrton and County Councillor P Downes.

100/07 PUBLIC FORUM was not used.

101/07 MINUTES of the Council meeting of 7 June 2007 were read, approved and signed as a true record of that meeting.

102/07  MATTERS ARISING

High Street Paving.    Councillor Gray said that the final plan had been received.  Kimbolton School is not averse to traders and residents parking in the area of the former swimming pool.             There was a discussion on publicity and it was agreed that, in addition to posters, a public meeting be held in the Mandeville Hall on Thursday 16 August 2007, when details of the scheme could be made public, together with alternative parking arrangements.

Bus Shelter.    No further progress.

Vicarage Coach House.  The Chairman reported on a meeting held with Steve Ingram and Sandy Kinnersley of the District Council.   Steve Ingram has been in discussion with the Diocese and they have promised to undertake the building of the coach house.   As yet he doesn’t have a date by which the work will start, but he intends to obtain one.

Barclays Bank ATM     This was mentioned to Steve Ingram and he will speak to Conservation and see if they will accept the ATM in the originally requested place.    The Clerk was asked to write to Conservation and support this.

Developer Contributions.    The Clerk reported that he had asked for S106 payment in respect of the former allotment land in lieu of open space provision.

It was thought that this could be possible and he now had to write and outline the projects upon which any money would be spent.

Mandeville Hall.     The Clerk circulated the first draft plan for an extension at the Mandeville Hall to accommodate the Youth Club.   Members thought the proposals very good, but wondered if it would be better to build the extension across the full width of the existing building.  The Clerk will enquire about this and will also speak with the Chairman of the Mandeville Hall Committee and the Youth Leaders.

War Memorial.            A quote has been received from the District Council in the sum of c£3500 for the replacement of the fence and gates and £1913 for just the fence.  Members thought that it would be sufficient for replacement of the fence only, since the gates had been renewed a few years ago, but would like the inclusion of stone effect planters.   It was proposed by Councillor Mrs D Gooderham, seconded by Councillor Mrs D Hellett and agreed to pay 25% of the total cost with the District Council funding the remainder.

It was further agreed to purchase a St George and St Andrew flag at a cost of around £75 each to be used on the refurbished flagpole.

Councillor R Gooderham said that the tree by the churchyard gate needed surgery and that he would arrange this.

Bottle Bank.    The Clerk reported that the landlord of the White Horse had asked the District Council to remove the bottle bank, due to mess being left by users.  This has already been done and we are now faced with the problem of finding a suitable location once more.  It was proposed by Councillor Seabrook, seconded by Councillor Poole and agreed, with one vote against,  that the bottle bank be sited on the Mandeville Hall car park as a temporary emergency basis.

Community Action Scheme.    Councillor Mrs Lloyd said that the Oil Company had agreed to donate £300 towards play equipment, a tree or a seat and asked that a commemorative plaque be provided.

103/07  PLANNING MATTERS

0701820   8 Aragon Place – erect conservatory.  It was proposed by Councillor Mrs Lloyd, seconded by Councillor Mrs Hellett and unanimously recommended for approval as being appropriate development.

0701819  Plot 7, Stow Rd – erect industrial unit.  This was incorrectly described on the paperwork as ‘Stow Rd’ when it is, in fact, the Harvard Industrial Estate.

It was proposed by Councillor Mrs Hellett, seconded by Councillor R Gooderham and unanimously recommended for approval as being in keeping with existing development.

REVISED CORE STRATEGY

The Chairman gave a resume of the document and said that the important points for Kimbolton are that the status as a Key Centre (Limited Growth) will change, due to the proposal to remove differences between Key Centres.   We are now proposed as a Key Service Centre.   This will allow moderate and minor housing development and infilling and gives a potential for 60 houses to be built here.

He is unhappy with the banding (and, indeed, the need to have banding) for although any development would ultimately be the subject of a planning application, the setting of a theoretical maximum would imply to developers that this number is acceptable and developers will naturally seek developments of that size.           In some Key Centres 60 might be acceptable but it is not thought to be the case in Kimbolton and the Clerk was instructed to write and express Council’s concerns at the banding.

This was proposed by Councillor Mrs Gooderham, seconded by Councillor Mrs Lloyd and agreed, with Councillor Seabrook abstaining and one vote against.

DEVELOPMENT PLAN DOCUMENTS – ISSUES AND OPTIONS.

The Chairman again explained the implications and said that the major point related to access to services and transport and the retention of transport.

He thought we needed to strongly support the objectives, particularly to prevent the loss of local services and the last remaining key facility.  This was agreed.

District Councillor Gray left the meeting at this point.

KART RACING TRACK

Councillor Hutchinson declared an interest in this item, vacated the Chair and left the room, not taking part in the discussion nor voting.

Councillor Mrs Lloyd in the Chair.
The Clerk reported advice that the Club were appealing against the refusal to allow development as applied for recently.   It was proposed by Councillor Mrs Gooderham, seconded by Councillor Mrs Hellett and agreed, with one against, to write and support the appeal.

Councillor Mrs Lloyd vacated the Chair in favour of Councillor Hutchinson.

104/07  WORKING PARTIES

POUND LANE

It was proposed by Councillor R Gooderham, seconded by Councillor D Poole and agreed with one opposed, that a Goal End Wall be purchased at a cost of £4340 plus VAT, to include delivery and erection.

FOOTBALL.  Nothing further has been heard about the spreading of the topsoil.

CEMETERY COTTAGE     A hole above a window should be filled and a little more cut off the yew tree.  Councillor R Gooderham will arrange this.

The Clerk will obtain a quote for removing paint and repainting the window frames.

105/07  CORRESPONDENCE

The Chairman reported receipt of a letter from Roy Benford containing various issues regarding Kimbolton.  These were noted.

An e mail from County Councillor Peter Downes referred to the proposal to close the Buckden Recycling Centre and asked for support in its retention. 

The Clerk has received a further quote from the County Council for the ‘children crossing’ signs in Stonely.  Originally the quote was for £360, but now it is £568.61 plus VAT.  It was agreed to seek Councillor Downes’ advice on this. 

CALC has agreed to advertise Parish/Town Councils statutory requirement to adopt the new Model Code of Conduct en bloc at a cost of £24 to each council.  It was agreed to request inclusion in this scheme.

106/07  HEDGETRIMMER

The Clerk explained that he had included this on the agenda because he was concerned about the Groundsman working alone off ladders when he is hedgetrimming.       With a long arm trimmer he would have no need to use a ladder and it is possible to purchase a combi machine onto which different heads may be fitted, such as loppers and strimmers.

It was proposed by Councillor R Gooderham, seconded by Councillor T Sutton and unanimously agreed to purchase a Stihl combi machine with hedgetrimmer and lopper attachments at an estimated cost of £500 plus VAT. 

107/07  ACCOUNTS  

The following were approved for payment:

Playsafety Ltd                       Playground inspections                 £141.00 inc VAT

Ikelec Ltd                      Replace RCBs in Hearse House             £68.24   “     “

F R Kidman                    Tree work in cemetery                         £820.00  no   “

House of Flags              Repairs to flagpole                               £314.27  inc  “

Robinsons                          Fuel                                                    £10.23   “    “

MHB Services Ltd           Streetlight mtnce June                          £89.19   “    “

Payroll costs  June                                                                    £1768.56  no  “

108/07  MEMBERS’ POINTS OF INFORMATION

Councillor R Gooderham asked about progress on the provision of another water tap at the allotments.  The Chairman has agreed to provide a plan for submission to Anglian Water.

He also mentioned that a car had been parked directly outside the Fire Station at a time the fire service was called out.  He found the driver to be at the Mandeville Hall.     He asked that this Council write to the Mandeville Hall Committee and ask them to remind people not to park outside the fire station.  Members thought that it was not appropriate to write to the Committee regarding one person’s stupidity, but would certainly support the provision of a yellow box on the road outside the Fire Station.

Councillor Mrs Gooderham asked whether the County could be persuaded to resurface Newtown between Overhills and the cemetery.  She mentioned that streetlamp 14 appeared to be mistimed.

Councillor Sutton commented that the cobbles in St Andrews Lane, by the churchyard entrance, are in a very poor condition.

Councillor Mrs Lloyd said that the light opposite Maurice Close was on all day.

Councillor Seabrook said that neither the potholes nor the drains in Easton Road had yet been done.

109/07  NEXT MEETING

The next meeting will be held at the Fire Station on Thursday 19 July commencing at 7 p.m.

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 2230 hours.

