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KIMBOLTON & STONELY PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES of the Council meeting held at 7 p.m. on Thursday 28 October 2010  at the Fire Station, Kimbolton.

148/10  PRESENT: Councillors Mrs R Lloyd (in the Chair); P Seabrook; K Hutchinson; T Sutton; Mrs D Hellett; Mrs S Hawkes; Mrs J Stainer.

IN ATTENDANCE County Councillor P Downes; District Councillor J Gray and C L Thatcher, Clerk to the Council.

149/10  APOLOGIES were received from Councillors R Gooderham; D Poole and L Farrer.
150/10  PUBLIC FORUM was not used.

151/10  MINUTES of the meeting held on 30 September 2010 were read, approved and signed as a true record of that meeting.

152/10  MATTERS ARISING

a) Cemetery Tree.    The Clerk reported that the Trees Officer from Huntingdonshire District Council had inspected the Lebanon Cypress following the recent breaking of several branches and had determined that the tree is sound.  He thought the damage had resulted from the recent weather patterns, it having been dry during most of the summer, followed by rain and the tree had taken up as lot of water which the branches could not support.   Other than tidying up the broken branches and supporting one of the lower ones, he considered that no further action was necessary.

b) Policing.     The Clerk read the latest police report which showed that there had been two crimes in the parish in the last month.
c) Cemetery Extension.   The Clerk said that he had received one quotation for putting in the footpaths in the extension area and this was in the region of £13000.  Other quotations were awaited.

d) Car Parking.  Nothing further had been heard from Mr Bland of HDC in response to our request for him to attend a future meeting of Council.  Members asked that the Clerk contact him again and ask if he could attend our November meeting.

Members were concerned at the lack of parking for shoppers because of the ongoing works to Clancarty and the Vicarage, particularly because some of the workmen were parking in the 30 minute areas.  The Clerk was instructed to ask the police to enforce the limited waiting areas. 

It was understood that the Vicarage works should be completed in November.

e) Youth Club.  The Clerk reported that despite having been told that the Youth Club was to resume after half term it seemed that it would not now restart until 18 November.

It is understood that it will continue as per normal until the end of the financial year and then its continuance will be dependent upon whether this Council is prepared to fund it.

f) Skate Park  The Clerk said that he had been investigating funding and there were several possibilities, though it is likely that we would be required to provide ‘matched’ funding.   Accordingly he suggested that this be deferred for consideration at the November meeting when the 2011/12 budget and precept will be determined.

153/10  DISTRICT COUNCILLOR

Councillor Gray said that the Comprehensive Spending Review by the government indicated that for Huntingdonshire District Council there would be real cuts of 27% over the next four years which, when inflation is taken into account, will effectively be nearer to 40%.

Council Tax capping has been removed for the time being in favour of the requirement for a referendum amongst residents, though there is a possibility of a freeze in Council Tax being required initially.

It is probable that HDC will need to raise fees charged for leisure services, car parking etc.

154/10  PLANNING MATTERS

 The following applications were considered:

1001534  Vicarage, 37 High St, Kimbolton – metal railing fence to rear.

It was proposed by Councillor Seabrook, seconded by Councillor Sutton and agreed to recommend approval as appropriate development.  There was one person against and one abstention.

1001579  5 East St, Kimbolton – new day room/living room etc; demolish conservatory & extension.

It was proposed by Councillor Seabrook, seconded by Councillor Mrs Hellett and unanimously agreed to recommend approval as appropriate development.

1001583  Clancarty 23 High St Kimbolton – new gas boiler to 1st floor.

It was proposed by Councillor Mrs Hawkes, seconded by Councillor Mrs Hellett and agreed to recommend approval.

1001605  Moravian Chapel, East St Kimbolton -  alter hard and soft landscaping.

It was proposed by Councillor Hutchinson, seconded by Councillor Mrs Hellett and unanimously agreed to recommend approval.

1001623  15 Hatchet Lane, Stonely – variation of condition 2.

It was proposed by Councillor Hutchinson, seconded by Councillor Sutton and unanimously agreed to recommend approval.

1001524  36 Castle Gardens, Kimbolton – erect conservatory.

It was proposed by Councillor Mrs Hawkes, seconded by Councillor Sutton and unanimously agreed to recommend approval.

ONGOING PLANNING MATTERS

Crown House.  The Clerk reported that the revised plans were still awaited by HDC but the applicant’s agent had said that it was expected that they would be submitted this week.

George House wall.  The Clerk reported that the Enforcement Officer had received a reply to his letter last week and he had been told that the development was in common hold ownership (nine separate units) and the owners have limited financial means for various reasons.  They are accumulating funds by saving from the monthly maintenance charges which have been increased. They plan to carry out the work in Spring 2011 when the necessary funds, c £5000, have been accumulated.   In any case they cannot undertake the work over the winter because of frosts inhibiting the use of lime mortar.

Members felt that HDC should take enforcement action as this has now dragged on for three years and, each autumn, we are told that it is now not possible to undertake the work because of frosts.   HDC had also issued a Stop notice against Kimbolton School who were pointing their wall opposite the George wall yet appear reluctant to require the owners of this wall to reinstate it.

Stonely Cottage.   A member asked what was happening about the reinstatement of the ‘serpentine walk’ following building works.    It is understood that the Walk should have been replaced once works were completed, as,we understand, they now have been.  The Clerk will write to the Planning Officer and enquire.  

Councillor Downes joined the meeting at this point.

155/10  COUNTY COUNCILLOR

Councillor Downes said that the gritting policy had now been finalised and, regrettably, Easton Road will not be gritted this year.

Following many queries last winter the legal status relating to the spreading of grit is being clarified and guidance will be issued for the benefit of Parish Councils and individuals who may wish to spread grit on footways or roads.   He believed people will be allowed to spread grit without fear of any come-back should there be an accident.
Main Road Stonely road re-surfacing is underway.

The recent Neighbourhood Panel meeting was dominated by the windfarm issue which, he thought, was not really the purpose of the meeting and he wondered whether the meetings were, in fact, worthwhile.

On the subject of the windfarm he wondered whether HDC will be ready to determine the application by 16 November, but he thought it unlikely.

Regarding the Youth Club, Kimbolton Youth Club will cease next year unless funding from the Parish Council or elsewhere can be obtained.  In Brampton the Parish Council has been informed that to keep their Youth Club going on one evening a week during the school year will cost them £4800 per annum.

The County Council will have no money for improvements to school buildings other than where there is growth in numbers of pupils.

The A14 improvements cancellation has now been announced and one side effect of this is that it will reduce the number of houses that may be built in the new town of Northstowe.  This will therefore reduce the amount of S106 money payable – part of which was to be used to subsidise the guided bus!

Councillors Downes and Gray left the meeting at this point.
156/10  MAINTENANCE OF FENCE

Councillor Seabrook said that he had asked that this be an agenda item because he is concerned that it had been agreed that the fence would continue to be maintained by this council in perpetuity.   What would happen if ownership of adjoining properties or the playpark changed?
The Chairman said that this was not the case.   Whilst Council had agreed at the moment to be responsible for maintenance there is no legal commitment and this policy could be altered by a future Council as thought necessary.

The matter was discussed and it was agreed that no change to the decision was necessary until such time as circumstances changed.

157/10  CHURCH CLOCK

The Clerk reported that the maintainers of the clock, Smiths of Derby, had informed him that major works will be necessary to the clock before too long and they were writing to the PCC.

158/10  REPORTS

Working Parties

Dog Fouling.  The Clerk reported having put up a number of notices asking people to clear up their dogs’ mess, several of which have already been torn down.     It was agreed to try laminated signs for cheapness  rather than purchase plastic ones. 

Footpaths.  Councillor Mrs Stainer said that the footpaths generally appeared to be walkable.

Outside Bodies

Mandeville Hall.  The Chairman said that the Hall Committee met recently and they are investigating the possibility of improvements to the kitchen.  The Secretary of the Committee, Mr John Harrison, has resigned.

159/10  CORRESPONDENCE

The Chairman has received a letter from CPALC asking that this Council considers re-joining CPALC.  It was agreed to place this on the agenda for the next meeting.

Request for donation received from Citizens’ Advice Bureau.

Request for donation received from Victim Support.

Request for donation received from MAGPAS.

Notificatiion from HDC of Christmas Waste collection days.

Cambs and Peterborough Minerals and Waste Plan Core Strategy Hearings to take place between 30 November and 17 December in Cambridge.

160/10  ACCOUNTS

a) Items for payment:

Graveley Garage                    MoT for Piaggio                            37.80 no VAT

CGM Ltd                                 Grass cutting                              810.17 inc   “

Granite Workshop                  Hearth for Cottage inc fitting       434.75  “     “

Mastergrave Ltd                    Plaque for Youth Room                 88.71   “     “

I.N.Sheds                                Purchase of Shed                      590.00   “     “

Smith of Derby Ltd                 Church clock maintenance         189.18   “     “

Cambs County Council           4 x grit bins                                437.10   “     “

S A Thatcher           2 x bags daff bulbs; 100 postage stamps  100.98   “     “

MHB Services Ltd                  Streetlight maintenance                89.19   “    “

Robinsons                           Service Piaggio + fuel                    215.14   “    “

Arthur Ibbett Ltd                 WD40;wirebrush;scraper                   12.93   “   “

Anglian Water                     Allotment water                              205.18 inc VAT

Payroll costs                   Pay, PAYE/NIC,Pension                  1974.88  no   “

b) Year 2011/2012

The Clerk produced details of income and expenditure for the first half of 2010/2011 plus bank balances as at 30 September 2010 and his estimate of total income and expenditure for the current year.     This information, together with the other sheet provided, that showing an indication of likely income and possible expenditure for next year, will be required at the November meeting when the precept for next year must be decided. In providing the information now, he hoped that it would enable members to consider the options in advance of the meeting.  
161/10  IT WAS RESOLVED to exclude the Press and Public from the meeting for the next item in accordance with the provisions of the Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960.

Since the subject concerned the Clerk’s Contract of Employment and hours of work he was asked to leave the meeting and notes of this item were taken by the Chairman.

The Chairman reported that the Personnel Working Party had met to consider the Clerk’s Contract of Employment.    They had started with the model contract produced by NALC/SLCC and had suggested a few amendments where thought necessary. These would be discussed with the Clerk and it is hoped that agreement on the wording may be reached.

On the subject of the Clerk’s weekly hours of work, the Clerk has been asked to keep a record over the next few weeks and to report back to Council.

162/10  MEMBERS’ POINTS OF INFORMATION

Councillor Hutchinson referred to the milestone on Thrapston Road which appeared to have been half painted.  Councillor Sutton thought it had been affected by the weather, which had caused the paint to run.  The Chairman said she would speak with Mike Knight of the Milestone Society.

Councillor Hutchinson also commented on the missing Constables Leys nameplate.  The Clerk said that this had been reported to the District Council.
Councillor Seabrook said that the road subsidence on Stow Longa hill is getting worse.  The Clerk confirmed that this had been reported to Highways Dept.

The Chairman said that she would again be laying a wreath at the War Memorial on Remembrance Day and she proposed asking Mrs Dawn Gooderham to lay the one at the airfield.      
163/10  NEXT MEETING

It was agreed to bring forward the date of the next meeting by one week, so it will now be held on  Thursday 18 November 2010 at the Fire Station, commencing at 7 pm.
The following meeting, being the Christmas one, will also be brought forward to Thursday 16 December 2010.

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 2220 hours.

