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KIMBOLTON & STONELY PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES of the Council meeting held at 7.00 p.m. on Thursday, 28 September 2006 at the Fire Station, Kimbolton.

131/06  PRESENT Councillors K Hutchinson (in the Chair);Mrs R Lloyd;Mrs D Hellett;Mrs D Gooderham;C Ayrton;T Sutton;D Poole and Mrs V Blair.

IN ATTENDANCE District Councillor J Gray; Will Davison, Village Crier newspaper and C L Thatcher, Clerk to the Council.

132/06  APOLOGIES were received from Councillors L Farrer;R Gooderham and P Seabrook, plus County Councillor P Downes.

133/06  PUBLIC FORUM was not used.

134/06  MINUTES of the Council meeting of 31 August 2006 were read, approved and signed as a true record of that meeting.

135/06  MINUTES of the Council meeting of 14 September 2006 were read, approved and signed as a true record of that meeting.

District Councillor J Gray joined the meeting at this point.

136/06  MATTERS ARISING

a) Community Action Scheme

Councillor Mrs Lloyd reported that the Scheme is now up and running and first deliveries have been made.    The more members who join, the more benefits for those members, so it was agreed to place posters in the village and seek publicity in the parish magazine.

b) High Street

Councillor Gray said that the District Council cabinet was considering on 19 October a new bid for Key Settlement Strategy and it is hoped that Kimbolton will be among the first to benefit from this.

It was agreed that Councillor Gray will consult with the Chairman and Clerk following the meeting if the scheme is approved, with a view to commencing a scheme in Kimbolton.

c) Bus Shelter.   

No progress as Councillor Farrer is working away at present.

d) Cemetery Cottage

Councillor Mrs Hellett said that she had visited the cottage and was appalled by the damp and general condition of the structure.

The structural surveyor asked to inspect it had decided that he was too busy, so another engineer will be commissioned.

Councillor Mrs Gooderham urged swift action as winter is coming.

e) Cemetery Extension

The Clerk read a letter from the family who had provided the funding for the holly hedge, in which they offered further funding to help with the landscaping of the area.

Members were very appreciative of this offer and agreed to accept.  Discussions will be held with the family once costings are known.

f) Leys fence.

The Clerk reported having spoken to the resident concerned and he had indicated that he would be willing to straighten the cut top of the fence and cap it.

It was proposed by Councillor Mrs Lloyd, seconded by Councillor Mrs Gooderham and agreed that, in order to ensure that the fence was not cut down further, a contractor would  be engaged to do the job and that further hedge plants would be planted.

Councillor Mrs V Blair joined the meeting at this point.

g) Mandeville Hall/Youth Club

Councillor Mrs Blair reported having gone to the Youth Club last week at 2045 hours and it was closed.   She contaxcted Tyrrell Golding by e mail and it appears that no youngsters turned up. No posters or leaflets announcing the re-opening have been seen.

She went again tonight and 6 youngsters were there, but the room was most unwelcoming and no equipment was to be seen.

It was agreed to advise Peter Downes and ask what has happened to the equipment from the old youth club and to send a copy to Tyrrell Golding.

The Chairman has spoken with the Chairman of the Mandeville Hall Committee and he is very keen to ensure that the hall is made available to all in the village and also to explore the possibility of extending the hall.  He will meet with him again next week.

137/06  PLANNING MATTERS

The following applications were considered:

0602180   6 Easton Road, amended plan.    No objection

0602666 Land rear of 1 Main Rd Stonely.  Listed building application.  Comments as before.

The Clerk reported receipt of a consultation document regarding the renewable energy park at the former RAF Chelveston, Northants.    Members had no comment to make on the application other than the fact that it must be ensured that HGV traffic to and from the site does not use the B645 through Kimbolton.

Stonely Conservation Area Consultation Document

The Chairman commented on this document which will be circulated amongst members.  He thought it very poorly written and very shallow in its content.

138/06  WORKING PARTIES

a) Pound Lane.

The Chairman has just received a quote for topsoil from KC Cougars Football Club, as they feel it necessary to fill any holes or hollows on the pitch, in the sum of £1000.  It was thought that a cheaper price can be found and the Clerk was instructed to make enquiries.  It was also thought that it was time to set up a formal meeting with Cougars representatives and the Clerk will contact Mr Bichener to find out availability.

b) Playgrounds

The Clerk was pleased to be able to inform members that our application for a grant to ‘Award for All’ had been approved and we will receive £5000 towards the £10000 we plan on spending.     We have to report back to ‘Awards for All’ with details of the expenditure made in a year’s time.

The Clerk also said that he was still chasing our request for the Hunters Way play area to be ceded to this Council, but was not getting very far at present.

Councillor Gray asked that he be kept informed of progress, or otherwise.

139/06  CORRESPONDENCE

List of current enforcement cases in the Parish from HDC Planning Dept.

Notofication of Renewable Energy meeting at St Ives on 5 October, organised by the Green Party.

Cambridgeshire Old People’s Enterprise news letter.

CALC new constitution proposals and agenda for Extraordinary AGM to be held on 14 October.

CALC proposed affiliation fee rise.

Cambs ACRE Community Planning evenings 2 and 14 November.

Hunts NHS directory of services etc for older people.

Guidance from HDC on Dog Control Orders.

Letter from Jonathan Djanogly in support of Hinchingbrooke Hospital.

Request from Messrs Blenkharn for memorial to the late Mrs M Slane. This was approved.

Request from Crowson’s for memorial to the late B E Smith.  This was approved.

A – Z of council services in Cambridgeshire produced by the County Council.

Powergen advising increased prices from 21 August 2006.

Cambs Scrutiny, working to improve services for Cambridgeshire people. Leaflet from the County Council.

140/06  ACCOUNTS

The following were approved for payment:

Fergusons                               Grass cutting                            £3727.12 inc VAT

Alan Worth                      Survey Cemetery Cottage                  £293.75   “     “

Fishers                                    Sundries                                       £30.85   “     “

Post Office                       Car tax Piaggio                                    £15.00  no  “

Moore Stephens                 Audit fee 2005/6                             £293.75  inc  “

C L Thatcher                      Pay Sept.                                        £566.00   no  “

A D Tibbett                     Pay & reimbursement of expenditure   £671.37  inc VAT

Inland Revenue               PAYE/NIC                                           £281.73   no   “

Cambs County Council        Pension conts.                               £297.38    “     “

ACCOUNTS FOR 2005/2006

The accounts for 2005/6 have now been audited by the professional auditors and there were no matters of concern, the accounts now having been ‘signed off’ by them.

It was agreed to receive the audit report for 2005/6.

141/06  MEMBERS’ POINTS OF INFORMATION

Councillor Mrs Blair said that she will be away on holiday from 19 to 26 October.

Mention was made of the tarmac repairs being made to roads around the village and the apparent poor quality of those repairs.  Furthermore the stretch of road between Overhills School and the cemetery seemed not to have been repaired at all. It was agreed to write to our County Councillor about this.

Councillor Mrs Gooderham asked what was happening about repairs to the church clock.  She also mentioned the trimming of the yew tree in the cemetery, which was overhanging the Leys and the fact that trees in Halls Meadow are overhanging the footpath.

She said that she would like to place a seat in the cemetery where the stump of the felled Wellingtonia tree is, in memory of her late husband,Bob.

This offer was greatly appreciated by members and it was proposed by Councillor Mrs Lloyd, seconded by Councillor Mrs Blair and agreed that it be accepted.

The Clerk mentioned that Kimbolton School pupils were again planting daffodil bulbs on the Causeway and Stonely Green and it was agreed that the thanks of this Council be passed on to them and the teacher in charge.

Councillor Mrs Lloyd said there was a car in the layby by Montagu Gardens that appeared to have been abandoned and the streetlight at the top of Stow Road was still on continuously.

Councillor Gray reported on his attendance at the recent police Neighbourhood Policing meeting.  He said that in the area covered by St Neots, which includes kimbolton and Stonely, there are 31,000 people living and it is policed by just 3 police officers plus 7 community support officers.

He had suggested as a project for the police that they concentrate on rural speeding.

The Chairman said that Councillor Mrs Gooderham and her husband, Bob, had many years ago planted walnut trees alongside the allotments.  These trees had, for the first time, grown nuts and he was pleased to be able to present these nuts to Councillor Mrs Gooderham.

142/06  NEXT MEETING

The next meeting of Council will be held on Thursday 26 October, 2006 at the Fire Station, commencing at 7 p.m.

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 2215 hours                         

