KSPC

KIMBOLTON & STONELY PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES of the Council meeting held at 7.00 p.m. on Thursday 29 April 2010  at the Fire Station, Kimbolton.

45/10  PRESENT  Councillors Mrs R Lloyd (in the Chair); D Poole; Mrs D Hellett; T Sutton; Mrs S Hawkes; Mrs D Gooderham; P Seabrook; K Hutchinson.

IN ATTENDANCE County Councillor P Downes; District Councillor J Gray ; C L Thatcher, Clerk to the Council and 5 members of the public.

46/10  APOLOGIES were received from Councillors R Gooderham and Mrs V Blair.

47/10  PUBLIC FORUM was not used.

48/10  NEW COUNCILLOR   The Chairman and members welcomed Mrs Stephanie Hawkes to this, her first meeting as a member of this Council.  Councillor Mrs Hawkes has signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office and completed the Register of members’ Interests form.

49/10  COUNTY COUNCILLOR  Councillor Downes said that there was not too much to report this month as the County Council is in something of a ‘limbo’ state due to the forthcoming General Election.      Whatever happens it is likely that there will be considerable changes within the public sector.
The federation of the St Neots schools, Longsands and Ernulf, is going ahead and the Principal of Ernulf has resigned. The two schools will federate from September.

Councillor Downes left the meeting at this point.

50/10  MINUTES of the meeting held on Thursday 26 March 2010 were read, approved and signed as a true record of that meeting, subject to 

a) Car Parking being included under matters arising, and
b) Under 43/10, final paragraph, the first word ‘She’ be changed to ‘Councillor Poole’.

51/10  MATTERS ARISING
a) Community Service Workers.  Nothing to report in the absence of Councillor Mrs Blair.

b) Policing.  No report received.

c) Cemetery Extension.  No reply from the District Council yet.

d) Playpark fencing. S106 Money, and

e) Playpark Equipment.     The Clerk read a letter from Huntingdonshire District Council in response to our request for the S106 money re the Bewick Homes development to be passed to this Council to fund the provision of fencing around the playpark to the rear of the Fire Station and new equipment.       The District Council officer wants a full breakdown of cost and confirmation that youngsters have been involved in the selection and that this Council has the funds to maintain the new equipment.  She was also critical of the equipment proposed, considering it to be inferior to that provided by other suppliers and not appropriate.
     Members were surprised that the District Council required so much detail 

     and were questioning this Council’s choice of equipment.   It was agreed

     initially to seek the views of Councillor Mrs Blair, who was leading the 

     Working Party and to attempt to obtain payment for the fencing first and  
     argue the merits of the play equipment later.

Councillor Gray joined the meeting at this point.

f) Cemetery. To consider varying burial fees.   The Clerk produced a summary of fees charged by other Cambridgeshire councils for comparison.  It was agreed that these should be circulated and the matter considered next month.

g)  Cemetery gate.  The final finish to the pillars was considered, as to whether it should be by means of a capping stone. The general view was that it would be sufficient to have a course of projecting brickwork around the pillars just below the tops, without capping.  The Clerk will speak to the contractor.

h) Hunters Way.  The Clerk has been told by Huntingdonshire District Council that agreement has been reached with the resident and that the resident is to erect a boundary fence.    Members agreed that no action be taken until the fence has been erected and the position determined.

Councillor Hutchinson joined the meeting at this point.

52/10  DISTRICT COUNCILLOR

Councillor Gray said that he had noted Council’s concerns regarding the works proposed to the Vicarage which would alter the coach-house and the original wall and the response of the Planning Officer.   He has referred our points to Steve Ingram, the Head of Planning.

Regarding car parking in the High St, Richard Probyn’s replacement started yesterday and he asks that we bear with both him and Stuart Bell, until they are up to speed.  It is possible the District may be intending to introduce District-wide civil parking enforcement.
Councillor Seabrook said that an ‘action plan’ was promised between 2008 and 2011 yet, two years in, he had attended a Development Control Panel regarding the land by 21 Hatchet Lane application, where a major issue was whether or not this was in ‘open countryside’.

Councillor Gray said that he had raised the question of the road condition in Stonely with the County Council but had received no reply.

He had attended the Tilbrook PC meeting where the proposed wind farm at Chelveston was considered and where they had agreed to raise their concerns with Bedford.

Councillor Gray left the meeting at this point.

53/10  PLANNING MATTERS

1000253  Vicarage, High St, Kimbolton.  Further amendments to application.  Comments were not sought and our response had been sent.

1000083  Land SW 21 Hatchet Lane, Stonely.    The Chairman reported on her attendance at the Development Control Panel meeting and that the application had been refused. The applicant is intending to appeal.

1000365  4 Tollfield. Extensions to side and rear.  It was proposed by Councillor Hutchinson, seconded by Councillor Mrs Hellett and unanimously agreed to recommend approval.

1000408  42 High St, Kimbolton.  Demolish extn and build new. Paint exterior.

It was proposed by Councillor Sutton, seconded by Councillor Mrs Hellett and unanimously agreed to recommend approval.

1000418  Framery, Park Lane, Stonely. Variation of condition 3 re retail sales. It was proposed by Councillor Poole, seconded by Councillor Sutton and agreed to recommend approval, there being 3 votes for, 1 against and 1 abstention.

1000447  Wrights Farm, Tilbrook Rd, Kimbolton.  Addition of outbuildings.  

Councillor Hutchinson declared an interest in this item, took no part in the discussion and did not vote.

A letter from the applicant was read and the matter discussed at length. Councillor Seabrook wondered why there was a glass roof in the silo. He recommended that the application be refused due to the scale of the development, but this proposal was not seconded.  Councillor Poole then proposed that the application be approved and this was seconded by Councillor Sutton and agreed by 4 votes in favour, 1 against and with 1 abstention.

1000493  13 Thrapston Rd, Kimbolton.  Crown reduction of sycamore tree.

It was proposed by Councillor Seabrook, seconded by Councillor Mrs Hellett and unanimously agreed that if the Trees Officer is in favour, the application be approved.  This was unanimously agreed.

Bedford Borough. Wind turbines at Chelveston Airfield. 

Councillor Seabrook declared an interest in this item, took no part in the discussion and did not vote.
  It is understood that there is an application for 9 turbines, 4 within Bedfordshire and 5 within Northants.  It was felt that there was insufficient time available for this Council to comment and it was therefore proposed by Councillor Mrs Hellett, seconded by Councillor Sutton and unanimously agreed not to comment on the application.

DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT DPD

Councillor Hutchinson said that this was a part of the Local Development Framework process to deal with planning policies not specifically covered in the policy document.   There was much about sustainability, low carbon use development , improving insulation methods of drainage and protecting the environment.   

A different concept is proposed for the ‘Built-Up Area’.   Previously considered to be within the village limit line, but now is the ‘built form’.

Heritage Assets are Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas.

Major developments all now have to have a ‘green’ travel plan, with the parking provision to serve developments which was formerly the minimum requirement is now the maximum  requirement.

Housing.  Increasing density towards town centres and the housing mix must have a percentage of 2,3,4 etc beds with disabled access required under building regs.

Supported housing (like sheltered) can, in certain circumstances, be included where you may not normally get development.

Protecting Local Services and Facilities.    The policy says an unacceptable reduction , last of type or loss with detrimental impact on overall vitality of the key service area.

Types of Development.     New conditions re outbuildings or extensions.   Consideration will be given for rural commercial buildings to be converted for residential.

It was agreed to write regarding the policy relating to the last shop etc and to circulate the letter.
54/10  REPORTS

None.

55/10  PROPOSED BICTON WIND TURBINES.

Councillor Seabrook declared a prejudicial interest in this item, left the room and took no part in the discussion, nor did he vote.

A request has been received from the Stop Bicton Windfarm Group that the District Council be asked to extend the normal period of consultation on planning applications to 8 weeks in this case, to allow proper consideration.   This was agreed.

A further request by the group was also made in that a member of the group be permitted to speak at the public meeting regarding the application.  This was also agreed, with the same facility being afforded to Broadview Energy.

Councillor Seabrook rejoined the meeting.

56/10  CORRESPONDENCE

The Clerk reported  receipt of a letter from the Diocese regarding the churchyard path.  It was agreed to hold a site meeting at 7.30 pm on 6 May.
Letter from youngsters in the village requesting a skate park.  The Clerk will reply and this will be placed on the agenda.

The Clerk provided details of alternatives to the present insurances, which are due for renewal on 1 June. It was greed that the quote provided by brokers, for insurance through Aviva, appeared the most suitable and the Clerk was authorised to investigate and arrange a transfer.
57/10  VACANCY FOR COUNCILLOR

The Clerk read a letter from Mrs Joan Stainer of Hunters Way, who expressed an interest in becoming a co-opted member of this Council.   Members unanimously agreed to welcome Mrs Stainer to membership as a replacement for Chris Ayrton.

It was also understood that Lee Farrer might be interested in re-joining the Council.

The Chairman said that she had regrettably received the immediate resignation of Councillor Mrs Vanessa Blair, for personal reasons and, of course, Councillor Mrs Dawn Gooderham had long ago decided to stand down at our next meeting.

The Clerk will notify the District Council of the two vacancies and make sure that they are advertised.

58/10  ACCOUNTS

The following were approved for payment:

 G Caress      Cemetery work 2009/10                           1668.00 no VAT
ICCM               Subscription                                                85.00  “     “

Hunts District Council    Cemetery rates 2010/11             239.11  “     “

Robinsons                   Fuel                                                 27.69 inc   “

MHB Services Ltd        Streetlight mtnce                            89.19   “    “

E On                             Streetlight energy                        1040.57  “    “

Hunts District Council     Planning application                     75.00  no  “

Payroll costs. Plus reimbursement of expenditure

                       Salaries, Tax & NI, Pension.                     2359.78  inc “

59/10  MEMBERS’ POINTS OF INFORMATION
Councillor Hutchinson said that dog fouling was becoming more apparent and new signs were needed.

Councillor Mrs Gooderham thought that the new grass cutting contractors needed to cut the grass shorter.

Councillors Mrs Hawkes said that there were some very bad potholes in Station Rd and at Montagu Gardens.

60/10  NEXT MEETING

The next meeting of Council will be held at the Fire Station, Kimbolton on Thursday 27 May 2010 commencing at 7 pm.

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 2230 hours.
