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KIMBOLTON & STONELY PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES of the Council meeting held at 7.00 p.m. on Thursday, 29 June 2006 at the Fire Station, Kimbolton.

83/06  PRESENT  Councillors K Hutchinson (in the Chair);Mrs R Lloyd;Mrs V Blair;R Gooderham;Mrs D Gooderham;T Sutton;D Poole;Mrs D Hellett and P Seabrook.

IN ATTENDANCE District Councillor J Gray;C L Thatcher, Clerk to the Council and eight members of the public.

84/06  APOLOGIES were received from Councillor C Ayrton and County Councillor P Downes.

85/06  PUBLIC FORUM 

Mr J Haas said that some lighting in Stonely was still faulty and he has written to Ringway’s to complain.

He also commented on the habit of some people to park in the High Street where there are ‘keep clear’ signs and proposed that dotted lines be painted across the street, to give the appearance of a crossing.   Councillor Gray said that he would pass on the suggestion, but was doubtful if anything unofficial would be done.

86/06  MINUTES of the Council meeting held on 25 May 2006 were read, confirmed and signed as a true record of that meeting, subject to the following amendment –

following item 69/06 d) the note be amended to read

Councillors L Farrer and R Gooderham left the meeting at this point.

87/06  MATTERS ARISING

a) Community Action Scheme.   Councillor Mrs Lloyd said that she had spoken with Helen Tinkler of Stow Longa, who is also trying to organise a scheme, and she said that she will join forces with us.  She has 11 people interested.   

Councillor Mrs Lloyd has also spoken to another oil company – Conquest Oil – and found them very helpful.

A meeting is proposed for next Thursday between Councillors Mrs Lloyd, T  Sutton, Mrs V Blair and Helen Tinkler at which an oil company will be chosen.

b) High St Parking.    The Chairman said that the meeting had been deferred because Councillor Ayrton has not been available and because he, the Chairman, did not have time.   It will be arranged for July.

c) Bus Shelter.  The Clerk reported that Highways had no objection to the proposal, subject to the exact location and to PUSWA.

 The Chairman agreed to ask the Conservation Officer if she really did require the shelter to be roofed with peg tiles.

d) Cemetery Cottage.  The Chairman said that the structural engineer has spoken to the surveyor.  He is now compiling a schedule of works for the structure.

e) Vicarage Coach House.  The Clerk reported that Councillor Gray said that this has not been forgotten.  HDC are chasing the agents but there is a problem in that the Diocese has not formally appointed agents.  A reply by the end of the month has been requested.

f) Streetlight.   A proforma invoice has been received and a cheque will be drawn and sent.  The light should be delivered in about 6 weeks.

g) Cemetery Extension.   The Clerk reported receipt of a quotation for drawing a layout and landscaping plan, plus planting details , from Adam Frost Landscapes in the sum of £540.00 plus VAT.

h) It was proposed by Councillor Mrs Hellett, seconded by Councillor Mrs Lloyd and agreed that this expenditure be incurred.

i) The Leys.   Nothing further to report on this matter as yet.

j) Kimbolton School Flues.   A letter from the Enforcement Officer was read in which she said that she was requiring the flues to be painted and altered in shape and for them to be restricted in time of use.

k) Milestone.   Councillor Mrs Lloyd said that the stump of the Wornditch milestone had been removed by Ringway and reunited with the top part and was now in a safe place.  It will soon be refurbished and reinstated.

l) Allotments Logs.  The logs are still there. The Clerk will write to Mr Kidman giving him a deadline by which, if they are not removed, they will be given away.

88/06  PLANNING MATTERS

The following applications were considered: 

0601694   35 Main Rd Stonely – extension.

It was proposed by Councillor Mrs Lloyd, seconded by councillor R Gooderham and agreed no objection.

0601534  9 Aragon Place – extension.   

It was proposed by Councillor Farrer, seconded by Councillor Mrs Hellett and agreed no objection.

0601702  23 High St – part change of use from kindergarten to residential.

Councillor Farrer declared an interest in this item, left the room, taking no part in the discussion and did not vote.

It was proposed by Councillor R Gooderham, seconded by Councillor Mrs Hellett and agreed no objection.

0601673  23 High St – internal alterations.

It was proposed by Councillor Sutton, seconded by Councillor Mrs Hellett and agreed no objection.

Councillor Farrer rejoined the meeting at this point.
0601700  The Saddle, High St – part change of use to include private hire business.

An amended plan has been received which would appear to overcome the one objection received.             There was discussion as to whether to require a restriction to one vehicle but, as the application referred only to one vehicle, it was agreed to vote on it as it stands.

It was proposed by Councillor Poole, seconded by Councillor Sutton and agreed no objection.

0601746   Former Allotments, behind Dukes Row. – erect 13 dwellings. 

Letters from residents were read.   There were concerns about access, the boundary hedge and the design of the development.

Councillor Mrs Blair joined the meeting at this point.

Following a lengthy discussion it was proposed by Councillor Poole that the application be approved, subject to considerations relating to wildlife.

Councillor Mrs Lloyd, however, thought that the application was overdevelopment  with 13 dwellings on that site, though, if it complies with government guidelines, there would be little we could do about it.

The Chairman reminded members that the density is in accordance with current thinking and it would therefore be difficult to object for the reason of overdevelopment.

The proposal by Councillor Poole was seconded by Councillor Farrer and, upon it being put to the vote was lost, with 2 being in favour, 7 against and 1 abstention.

The recommendation is therefore to refuse the application because

a) style not in keeping with other styles in the village and it introduces a new style.

b)  The road access is thought to be inadequate and may not be up to standard.

c) More information needed on wildlife on the site.

d) A formal plan of what is to be retained in the way of boundary hedges and trees should be provided, as should detail on the provision of children’s play facilities.

e) A pedestrian access from the site on to Halls Meadow should be provided.

A further proposal by Councillor Mrs Gooderham, seconded by Councillor Mrs Lloyd, that the reason of overdevelopment should be given, was lost, with 3 votes for and 7 against.

0601643  46 Hunters Way – reposition fence.  

Proposed by Councillor R Gooderham, seconded by Councillor Poole and agreed no objection providing ownership of of the land involved is confirmed.

0601643  Old School, Grass Yard – extension.    Proposed by Councillor Seabrook, seconded by  Councillor Mrs Hellett and agreed no objection.

0602040  23 Hunters Way – extension.   Proposed by Councillor Seabrook, seconded by Councillor R Gooderham and agreed no objection.

89/06  WORKING PARTIES

POUND LANE

The Chairman said that he was meeting representatives of Cougars next Monday evening.

PLAYPARKS

The Clerk said that a decision on our grant application was awaited.

It was suggested that it may be possible to engage those serving community service to paint equipment.

90/06  CEMETERY FEES

The Clerk reported on the fees being charges by Councils nearby, all of which were in excess of those charged in this parish.

It was proposed by Councillor Seabrook, seconded by Councillor R Gooderham and agreed by all except one member to increase fees charged with effect from 1 July 2006 (except for those already in process), as follows

Burials £105

Mount for plaque and headstone £55

Exclusive right of burial £150

Additional inscription on headstone £35

        “              “           “   plaque   £30

Use of hand drawn hearse £110.

and that non-parishioners be charged quadruple fees.  

It was also agreed to seek the assistance of Cambridge University in the provision of ground radar to try to identify where space remains in the existing cemetery.

91/06  CORRESPONDENCE

Letter from HDC re ethical standards and code of conduct.

Circular re Huntingdonshire Health Walks

Circular re age legislation.

Jointly funded minor improvement schemes bid round.  It was agreed to seek funding for the interactive signs in Stonely and to ask Karen Lunn if any replies had been received from DoT re crossing signs.

Request for plaque for William Edward Hellett.  This was agreed.

Circular re new airfields charity.

Park and Ride Surveys 2006.

Letter from Stonely resident re reinstatement of council notes in the magazine and asking for attention to the problem of parking in High St.

92/06  ACCOUNTS

The following were approved for payment-

Fishers                     Groundsman sundries                    £248.93 inc VAT

F R Kidman              Tree work                                       £600.00  no   “

Robinsons                  Fuel                                                £11.74 inc   “

ICCM                        Subscription                                    £55.00  no   “

D W Windsor             Lighting unit                                £717.63 inc VAT

C L Thatcher             Pay June                                     £565.40 no    “

A D Tibbett                  “      “     + expenses                  £695.52 inc   “

Inland Revenue            PAYE/NIC                                £282.89  no  “

Cambs County Council    Pension conts.                     £300.99   “    “

93/06  MEMBERS’ POINTS OF INFORMATION

District Councillor Gray said that a survey is being undertaken re rural accessibility and bus services.

Re High Street paving, he is to have a meeting with the Chairman and District Councillor N Guyatt, the portfolio holder, next month.

The Chairman said that he had been invited to the meeting being held by the group opposing the wind farm at Chelveston.

Councillor Mrs Blair said that she was willing to donate a yew tree to the cemetery.

Councillor Farrer said that Anglian Water had made appalling repairs to the High Street outside Olivers and Peter Lane’s.  

They had failed to replace the cobbles properly and the slabs replaced were of a totally different colour.

Councillor R Gooderham referred to a community service group who had been engaged in straightening headstones.

Councillor Mrs Hellett wondered what was happening re the question of the Youth Club and Mandeville Hall.  The Chairman said there was to be a meeting of the Mandeville Hall Committee next week and he would ask what is happening.

Councillor Mrs Gooderham asked that Mr Carter be given an agreement for his allotment.

She said that the tree opposite the Chestnuts is leaning, as is the yew tree at the bottom of The Leys.

Cobbolds to be reminded that all spoil from gravedigging is to be removed.

Councillor Mrs Lloyd said that the streetlight at the top of Stow Road is still on 24 hours a day.

She asked that an agenda item be made re the Rotary Club wishing to do more in the community.

Councillor Seabrook said that the trees in the Causeway needed lower branches trimming and could the groundsman do this.

Councillor R Gooderham noted that the superloo had now been removed and wondered just what the saving in council tax will be.

94/06  NEXT MEETING

The next meeting will be held on Thursday 27 July commencing at 7 p.m. but the village ‘walkabout’ will be on Tuesday 4 July, also commencing at 7 p.m. from the Fire Station.

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 2215 hours.

